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Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.

August 2005

The following letter was addressed to PP Fran
Evans by Clem Kusiak. | thank Fran for allowing me
to print and share it with us.

Dear Frances,

| recently toured tsunami-ravaged areas in Indonesia.
The level of destruction, especially in the capital city of
Banda Aceh, was astounding. Yet the people remain
full of hope that their lives will soon be better.

| will tell you about one scene | withessed that will help
convey the devastating force of the tsunami. Outside
the city, a massive barge loaded with coal lay aground
far from the ocean shore. Next to it, also strangely
ashore, was a battered tugboat. The tsunami had
been so powerful that everything in its path, no matter
how large or previously immovable, was violently
displaced. It made me shudder to think how that same
wave bore down on seaside Vvillages and its
unsuspecting inhabitants.

We cannot turn back the clock and reverse the
damage caused by the tsunami, of course. But we
Lions can help people rebuild, as LCIF and Lions in
South Asia are doing. Here are some recent rebuilding
initiatives:

In the North Aceh province of Indonesia, local
Lions have built 205 homes for tsunami victims.
The wooden homes contain two bedrooms and
electricity. The homes were paid for by LCIF and
by funds mobilized by local Lions. LCIF is
believed to be the first non-governmental
organization to follow through with its
commitment to rebuild in this region. LCIF also
is planning to build a school in this area and is
considering a plan to fund “economic revival”
projects such as fishing boats.

The mayor of Banda Aceh, previously hesitant
to work with foreign non-governmental
organizations but, impressed by the rebuilding of
Lions in North Aceh, has invited LCIF to help
rebuild his tattered city. Indonesian Lions and
LCIF will collaborate on 150 homes.

A Lions village with 150 homes will be
constructed in Tanah Pasir, Indonesia.

Lions in Sri Lanka plan to build 3,000 homes.
More than 500 are currently under construction.
Most of the 550-square-foot homes will be for
fishermen and their families.

LCIF’'s most recent disbursal for tsunami relief
was $900,000US for Lions in Thailand to build a
Lions village on the devastated Lanta islands.
Lions are building 80 single-family homes for the
fishermen and rubber farmers on the Island.

| need to tell you that rebuilding in South Asia will not
be easy or fast. In many regions, political instability is
rife. Also problematic is the lack of infrastructure such
as sewers and roads. These problems existed before
the tsunami. The disaster compounded them.

LCIF and Lions will persevere. Lions are leaders in
their communities, and we will deal with these
difficulties as we build homes, schools and
orphanages in the affected areas that often are being
overlooked by other charities. People who lost so
much so quickly will find some measure of solace,
thanks to the extraordinary generosity and service of
Lions.

Yours in Service,

Clement F. Kusiak
2005-2006 LCIF Chairperson

Announcements

David and Christine Cappiello announce the birth of
their son, Jack Reagan Cappiello. He was born on
August 1* and weighed in at 7 pounds and 11 ounces.

Maria Tomaino announces her marriage to former Lion
and PP John Parille on June 25, 2005.

Mayor Mark Boughton announces the appointment of
PP Wayne Shepperd to the post of Danbury’s Director
of Economic Development.

Tom Nolan announces his recent engagement and
noted that wedding bells will ring on September 10",
Tom also informed us that he has a new emall
address: TRNolanBKCT@aol.com.

The Club welcomes Chris Burns home after his safe
return from active duty in the US Military and thanks
him for his dedicated service to our country.

The Club congratulates Tina Prescott for a fine Steak
Roast.

Scott LeRoy announced that recycled laser printer
cartridges can be purchased from The Carolina
Imaging Company by logging on to their web site at
http://www.carolinaimaginggroup.com/.
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Club Survey

Both President Meyers and 2" VP Beaver asked that
the following letter be published in this issue of the
Jottings.

Periodically taking a look at our Club is a beneficial
exercise. It offers insight into the health of the Club, its
strengths and weaknesses. It has been more than ten
years since we last conducted a survey. During that
time, many things have changed. New members have
joined the club and some old members have moved or
passed away. New projects have been added and
some discontinued. The way we raise funds has
changed.

It's time to take that look as where we are and where
we'd like to be in future years.

A survey titled “How Are Your Ratings” is being mailed
to all club members. The questions cover such topics
as: Club meetings, membership, Club activities and
your personal satisfaction with the Club.

It is essential to the Club that you take the time to fill in
the three page form and return it to Keith Beaver, VP.
Please complete it ASAP and mail or bring it to a
luncheon meeting.

If you haven't been to a luncheon meeting for a while,
this is a good opportunity for you to come and renew
some old friendships and create some new ones. See
you at the next meeting.

| LOVE THESE!

COWS - Is it just me, or does anyone else find it
amazing that our government can track a cow born in
Canada almost three years ago, right to the stall where
she sleeps in the state of Washington, and they
tracked her calves to their stalls. But they are unable to
locate 11 million illegal aliens wandering around our
country. Maybe we should give them all a cow.

CONSTITUTION - They keep talking about drafting a
Constitution for Irag. Why don® we just give them
ours? It was written by a lot of really smart guys, it®
worked for over 200 years, and we@ not using it
anymore.

TEN COMMANDMENTS - The real reason that we
can® have the Ten Commandments in a courthouse?
You cannot post "Thou Shalt Not Steal," "Thou Shalt
Not Commit Adultery" and "Thou Shall Not Lie" in a
building full of lawyers, judges and politicians! It
creates a hostile work environment!

And last but not least...

George Carlin said it best about Martha Stewart: “Boy,
| feel a lot safer now that she® behind bars. O.J.
Simpson and Robert Blake are still walking around,
Osama Bin Laden too, but they take the one woman in
America willing to cook, clean and work in the yard and
haul her off to jail."

Presenters at the August 9" Southbury Low Vision Support Group
were, (Left to Right) Josh Carey and Sarah Kochanowsky from the
Connecticut Community Foundation, and Newtown attorney, Paul
Lux.

District LV Meets to Plan New Year

Chairman Marinus de Jongh met with representatives of
the Multiple District 23 on August 9" to plan activities
for an expanded Low Vision agenda for the coming
fiscal year. Marinus is a Past District Governor and a
strong advocate of the Lions Low Vision programs,
having been a driving force from his home Meriden
Club.

Danbury LV Trustee Howard Blayney attended the
meeting and reported on the positive results our club
has made working with the Southbury Club and the
expansion of the Low Vision Support Group activities
both in Danbury and Southbury.

Once again, Chairman Marinus praised the Danbury
Club's efforts in providing a unique and trendsetting
format for low vision programs in the state.

Treasurer Mike Liberta's financial report noted
Danbury's contributions of more than $7,000.00 for the
purchase of LV devices and general support for the
District Low Vision program.

Just a reminder that the Jottings can be viewed in color
on the web at http://www.danburylions.org/. Log on an
click on Notices and the survev is there as well.

Fund Raising Raffle

First VP Helene Thompson made a proposal that we
have a fall raffle offering a 42" Panasonic HDTV as the
1% Prize, a $2,000 Travel Certificate as 2™ Prize and
$1,000 in Exxon/Mobile Gas Cards as the 3" Prize.

The raffle tickets would sell for $10.00 each, and the
raffle would be conducted between October 4, 2005
and January 5, 2006.
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Low Vision Center News: Sharing with Others

Louise Hess was a regular attendee at our Lions Low
Vision Support Group the fourth Monday of each month,
and because of her severe visual restriction, due to
macular degeneration, she most often relied on
transportation from her home in Bethel to the Danbury
Senior Center from Fran Macleod who regularly
transported husband, Dan, to the same gatherings. Dan
too suffers from macular degeneration.

We were all saddened to learn of Louise's death in May
of this year. In early June, Louise's daughter Joyce
called our Low Vision Center with an offer to donate the
Optelec video magnifier that Louise had used so
successfully to help her read and view all types of
photographs and other printed materials.

The Optelec Spectrum unit is a full color system with a
20" display and will allow the operator to magnify
newspaper print anywhere from % inch to 4 inches.

Currently located at our Low Vision Center at the
Danbury Hospital Rehabilitation Center, 235 Main
Street, our low vision technicians are utilizing the
Optelec as a training device for client/patients. It is
hoped that one or more of these units might be
purchased through funding provided from the
Connecticut Community Foundation and offered to
local libraries for use by visually impaired residents.
(See the Southbury Low Vision related story.)

District Low Vision Chairman Marinus de Jongh, right, joins Danbury
Lions LV Trustee, Howard Blayney, at the initial meeting of this year's
gathering in New Haven on August 9"

PP Jack Murphy and PP Beth Ann Fetzer entertaining
each other at the steak roast on the 11" at Bennett

Mamanrial Darle in Rathal

First VP Helene Thompson, seated, is guided by Joyce Hess in the
use of the Optelec Spectrum magnifier. The Hess family donated the
unit to our Low Vision Program.

Future Speakers
9/1/05 — tha
9/8/05 — tha
9/15/05 — tba
9/22/05 - tha

PP Tom Barnola, fresh from his boat docked in Colon,
Panama, PP Tom Nolan and his bride to be Dot with
PP John Hyatt at the steak roast.
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Help Wanted

The Board of Directors is looking to fill the Board
position vacated by Bob Rifenberg. The Board is also
looking for someone to handle Public Relations. It is
hoped that one person will fill both positions. It would
entail writing an article about an event and mailing it to
the Editor of the Neighbors page at The News-Times
along with a photograph from the event. The photo
can be taken by anyone. The most important thing is
that our PR person will look for ways to promote the
Club through the press.

It was a big night at the Danbury Westerners game.
Kate Shea threw out the first ball and the winners of the
Cal Ripken League 10 yr old division were honored.

International Presidents Report to his Club
Presidents

Recently | was asked, “Why Plus One?” My response
was, “Lions Clubs are about making a difference in their
community. What is the impact of a Lions Club on a
Community? In this day and age when there are so
many people that need help. What is the impact of an
additional member on the community.” (The answer
can be found in the next column.)

Answer:

If a new Lion helps in their community one hour a week,
over a year's time, that is an additional 52 hours of
service to the community. How many additional people
were comforted, fed, clothed, or helped because there
was one additional Lion? Many times we forget the
difference we make to a persons life, just by providing

a halninA hanAd”

The mailing cost for this issue of the Jottings has been
paid for by a member of the Board of Directors who
wants to remain anonymous. If you or your company
has an interest in picking up the $48.10 tab for one
month of the Jottings, please notify the Jottings Editor.

Lions Club of Danbury, Inc.
Post Office Box 461
Danbury, CT 06813-0461

Officers
Kate Shea ..........oceevvvvvnnen. IPP
Lyn Meyers.............. President
Helene Thompson......... 1% VP
Keith Beaver................. 2" vp
Tina Prescott................. 3 vp
Bob Lovell ............... Secretary
Kurt Miller ................ Treasurer
Scott LeRoy......... Tail Twister
Chris White........... Lion Tamer
Directors
Frank Molinaro ............... 1Yrs
Warren Levy.........ccceeuee. 1Yrs
Joan Bielizna.................. 2Yrs
Open .., 2Yrs
Tom Nolan........cccceeeee. 3Yrs
Eric Nadeau ................... 3Yrs
Fran Evans.......... Membership
Frank Molinaro....Jottings Editor
Nancy Lavers.. Associate Editor
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