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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 88" CONVENTION

Newly installed President Lyn Meyers led a small delega-
tion of Danbury Lions including Val White, Ernie Har-
rington, PP Roger and spouse Zita Schmeidel to the
88th International Convention held in Hong Kong from
the 27" of June through the 1% of July. The photo be-
low pictures Zita and Roger relaxing comfortably as
does the bottom photo of Ernie Harrington. The photo
in the adjoining column is of Val White and President
Meyers in the Registration and Certification Hall. Addi-
tional convention photos and articles can be viewed by
logging on to any Lions website, including our own at
danburylions.org/. President Lyn is preparing a com-
plete convention report that will be included in a future
issue of the Jottings.

Board Meeting

At the Board Meeting on Monday, President Meyes, in
one of his first official acts, accepted Bob Rifenberg’s
resignation from the Board. Bob will begin teaching in
Kuwait in the Fall.

President Meyers and Ernie Harrindgton returned from
Hong Kong just in time to assist 2™ VP Keith Beaver in
the street cleaning on July 16", More volunteers are
needed to do the job properly.
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The Danbury Lions club joined the Northwest Area
Agency on Aging during a health screening program held
recently at the Danbury Senior Center. Former Center
Director, Leo Mcllrath, (right) who is now a Care Manage-
ment Coordinator of the Area Agency on Aging, is shown
with Lion Ken Taylor outside of the Mobil Eye Testing Van
which was made available through the Congressional
Glaucoma Caucus Foundation. Our Club members as-
sisted local community residents in the registration proc-
ess prior to the eye screening.

Since there were too many articles and photos for in-
clusion in the June issue, | took the liberty of including
them in this the July issue. This issue also includes an
up to date membership roster. Please review it care-
fully and should you have any corrections, please give
them to Bob Lovell, the Club’s Secretary, so that they
can be included in the November issue of the Jottings.

The Danbury Lions Low Vision Support Program was
used as an guideline for neighboring Southbury Lions to
initiate a similar program in their town. Danbury Lions
Howard Blayney and Tom Nolan met with Southbury Lion
Ed Wilson and Heritage Village residents to facilitate their
first support group gathering on May 17", A low vision
clinic is operated by the Danbury Hospital Physical Medi-
cine Center through their satellite facility in Southbury and
as such, creates a need for the follow-up support system.
Southbury Lions Barbara Potter and Richard Heebner are
shown at the gathering which took place at the Meeting
House in Heritage Village.

Danbury Lion Lou Matthews was the speaker at the
Southbury Support Group meeting on June 14", It was
noted that Lou was the driving force behind the creation of
the Danbury Lions Low Vision Support Group and his ex-
perience working with various agencies and services was
valuable insight to those attending this meeting.

Lion Lou Matthew and wife, Vickie, (center) helped cover
the Low Vision Center information table at the Health and
Fitness Fair which was recently held at the Danbury Sen-
ior Center. Sponsored jointly by the Senior Center and the
City of Danbury Health Department, the program was
considered to be an "outstanding success" according to
Fran Hendrickson, Coordinator of the program.
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As part of our giving program, President Kate Shea is
seen here presenting our check in the amount of
$1,000 to Dennis Nazzaro of the News-Times for
theNews-Times Campership Fund. Dennis accepted
the check at a June luncheon meeting.
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Lions Low Vision Night with the Westerners

Due to a rainout on July 6", the game sponsored by the
Lions Low Vision Center has been rescheduled to
Wednesday night, July 27" at the same time (7:00 p.m.)
and place (Rogers Park). The field is off of Mountainville
Ave. behind the middle school. Parking is limited so
please arrive early and wear your Lions shirts and hats.
Admission is $3.00 for adults, children are free so bring
the whole family. Food vendors are on site so come
early, eat and enjoy the game. There are two grand-
stons, one behind home plate and one under the press
box. It is recommended that we sit in the stands with
the most shade and that is the one under the press box.
If the weather is not looking good, listen to WLAD or
check your email for a message from IPP Kate Shea.
Please support the Low Vision Center by coming to the
game.

Annual Steak Roast

All Danbury Lions are invited to our Annual Steak Roast
being held on Thursday evening, August 11", at 4:30
p.m. at Bennett Memorial Park in Bethel. Third VP Tina
Prescott promises good food, live music, games and
good company for all attendees. Please call Tina at
203-743-6549 to make your reservations now. If you
don't drive at night, no problem, drivers will be supplied.
So just call Tina now and come have an evening of fun.

NEWS from CRIS

Our CRIS Studio, located in the basement of Ives
Manor on Main Street is under new leadership. IPP
Kate Shea has replaced Mike Michael as Studio Coor-
dinator. Many thanks go to Mike for a job well done.
Assisting Kate will be new member Carol Emanuel. Her
son, Jared, is a CRIS reader on the Wednesday night
program. Helene Thompson will continue to deliver the
radios to our listeners.

Incidentally, Kate became a CRIS reader shortly after
joining the Lions in 1998. She was taught by Hugh Mor-
gan and Jack Murphy. She read with them and Rose-
mary Murphy for a year or two and then read Market
Times on Wednesday for another year. Kate is looking
forward to working at the Studio again.

Kate and Carol have initiated a few goals to get the year
started. On July 21* CRIS Readers are invited to join
the Lions at our regular weekly luncheon. Recognizing
our readers and the connection to the Lions Club will be
emphasized at this casual lunch. Another goal is to fill
all of the current slots in the programming schedule.
Bringing in new volunteers to read is also of primary
importance. Kate also hopes to convince more Lions to
read in the studio.

More long term goals for the Studio include setting up
an information system for listeners when the studio is
experiencing difficulties in broadcasting and getting new
equipment for the studio.

If you are interested in becoming a reader, please give

Kate a call. Thursday and Friday mornings slots are
currentlv availahle.

Scholarship Luncheon

At the June 26™ luncheon, five high school students
from Danbury schools were awarded $1,000 scholar-
ships. Mark Meyer, scholarship committee chairman
presented the scholarship awards to Steven Lopes of
Immaculate High School, Darnelle Rogers of Henry Ab-
bott Technical School, Maryanne Nguyen of Danbury
High School and Maya Close of Danbury High School.

Camp Hemlocks

The Danbury Lions have been invited to attend the 15"
annual cookout of our Easter Seals Camp Hemlocks on
Saturday, August 6" between the hours of 11 — 2 pm.
hamburgers, hot dogs and ice cream will be the order of
the day. Bring your family. There is no charge to attend
and various activities are planned to make this day a
special one. Please RSVP to Kathie by Saturday, July
30" by calling 888-673-3443 x 107 or e-mail to
kwalters@eastersealsct.org your name, number of
guests attending and your phone number. You can also
fax your reservation to 860-859-4156.

More on Scholarships

On June 12, 2005 we awarded the Danbury Lions
Scholarship to 5 outstanding High School students. Of
the five, three are being graduated from Danbury High
School, one is being graduated from Immaculate High
School and one is being graduated from Henry Abbott
Technical High School. This year we awarded four tra-
ditional scholarships and one Chris Radio Scholarship
to a communications major all in the amount of $1,000.
Unfortunately there were no applicants for the Larson

Accounting scholarship. Fifty seven students from the
three Danbury High Schools applied for Scholarships
this year. That is the most applications we have re-
ceived in recent years. All the candidates for the
awards were extremely competitive but in the past, we
awarded scholarships in memory of Lions that were de-
ceased such that each recipient was matched with de-
ceased Lion. This year we remembered two of our
friends that passed away this year, Lion Art Wilson and
Lion Ken Somers. All five scholarships were awarded in
honor of Art and Ken and as a final act of service we
asked Art and Ken to watch over our fine scholarship
winners and help them guide them to success and to
help them recognize the importance of volunteerism
and service to others. Hugh Morgan spoke fondly of Art
Wilson and his service to our club and our community.
Art’'s wife, Catherine, also attended the meeting and told
the group that being a Lion was a very important part of
Art’'s life and how much she appreciated our honoring
Art by giving the scholarships in his name. Roger
Schmiedel spoke fondly of Ken Somers who attended
Lions infrequently because of his busy schedule but he
was always available to lend a helping hand to Lions
projects in the off-hours. Ken’'s wife was unable to at-
tend the meeting.
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A REMINDER: LIONS LOW VISION SUPPORT
GROUP MEETING MONDAY JULY 25, 2005

At the Danbury Senior Center.
ElImwood Place, next to the Community Health Center
Main Street, Danbury, CT
1:00 PM Gatherings and Announcements

1:15 A change of pace from our usual type of presenta-
tion! Today, Michael (Tweezer) Seri will be our guest
speaker. Known far and wide and for decades as the
premier master of ceremonies at local and state events,
Michael will reminisce, reflect and comment on past,
present and even future goings on about town, the po-
litical atmosphere in and about our communities and
anything else which happens to cross his mind on that
day. And who is better qualified? Twenty four years as
Town Clerk for the City of Danbury, Selectman, City
Auditor, State Representative, Commissioner of Special
Revenue for the State of Conn., and more and more
and more. Michael is a long -time member of our Dan-
bury Lions Club. Bring a friend and enjoy a fun filled
hour.

2:15 Refreshments and whatever.

3:00 Adjourn with reminders on up-coming events such
as the picnic sponsored by the local chapter of the Na-
tional Federation of the Blind.

See you July 25"

Member News

IPP Fran Evans has accepted the offer to become the
chairman of Zone V and will be responsible for the fol-
lowing Clubs:

Bethel

Brookfield

Danbury

New Fairfield

New Fairfield/Candlewood
Newtown

Southbury

Zone V is part of Region Ill and has a total of 426
members.

Congratulations are in order to Scott LeRoy. Scott has
replaced Bill Campbell as the new Director of Health for
the City of Danbury.

Our Webmaster Ernie Harrington has made many im-
provements in our website. Please check it out at
http://www.danburylions.org/

The mailing cost for this issue of the Jottings has been
paid for by Catherine Wilson in memory of her de-
ceased husband, Art Wilson. If you or your company
has an interest in picking up the $48.10 tab for one
month of the Jottings, please notify the Jottings Editor.

Lions Club of Danbury, Inc.
Post Office Box 461
Danbury, CT 06813-0461

Officers
Kate Shea ..........oceevvvvvnnen. IPP
Lyn Meyers.............. President
Helene Thompson......... 1% VP
Keith Beaver................. 2" vp
Tina Prescott................. 3 vp
Bob Lovell ............... Secretary
Kurt Miller ................ Treasurer
Scott LeRoy.......... Tail Twister
Chris White........... Lion Tamer
Directors

Frank Molinaro ............... 1vYr

Warren Levy.........ceeeuee. 1Yr

Joan Bielizna.................... 2Yrs
....................................... 2Yrs
Tom Nolan.........ccceeeee. 3Yrs
Eric Nadeau ................... 3Yrs
Fran Evans.......... Membership
Frank Molinaro....Jottings Editor
Nancy Lavers.. Associate Editor
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