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International First Vice President Dr. Amarasuriya de-
livered the principal address at the banquet and then 
with the help of the three current District Governors, 
International Presidential Awards were made to the 
many outstanding Lions in the Multiple District.  

The hospitality suite opened at 10:00 pm and the three 
Vice District Governor Candidates were very generous 
with their refreshments.  Each candidate had a raffle to 
raise campaign funds and VP Gerry Hoffman was one 
of the lucky winners of a designer lamp. 

Sunday morning featured a breakfast buffet and it was 
followed by a Q & A session with IVP Amarasuriya.  
We all departed for home around 10:00 am. 
(A Conference CD/DVD will be available for $10.00 t o all 
who request them.  See the Jottings Editor for more  in-
formation and instructions on how to order the CD/D VD) 

On behalf of the Danbury delegation, I wish to thank 
the following Vice District Governor Candidates for 
their hospitality this weekend: 

Lion Arman LaFleur from District 23C  of the 

Putnam Lions Club  

Lion Leonard Johnson from District 23B  of the 
Terryville Lions Club.    

Lion Joan Bennett from District 23A  of the New 
Haven Lions Club.  

Lion Joan has been a Connecticut Lion for more than 
14 years and has previously served District 23A  in 
several capacities.  Lion Joan is married to PDG Jim 
Bennett.  She is a Melvin Jones Fellow, Knight of the 
Blind and Loyal Shepherd Fellow.  We wish her well in 
her quest to be our District Governor  for the Lionistic 
Year 2008-2009. 

 

Mid-Winter Conference  

The 56th Annual Mid-Winter Conference was held on 
February 2nd to 4th at the Farmington Marriott Hotel & 
Conference Center in Farmington, CT. The Danbury 
delegation was led by President Helene Thompson.  
Accompanying the President were VP’s Jerry Hofmann, 
Keith Beaver and his family, Nancy Manion, PP’s Frank 
Molinaro, Lyn Meyers, Bob Lovell and Director Joan 
Bielizna. 

The Conference Chairman was our good friend, PDG, 
PCC Carolyn Messier. International First Vice President 
Dr. Mahendra Amarasuriya of Colombo, Sri Lanka, was 
a guest of the Conference and its principal speaker. 

The Conference began on Friday evening with a cos-
tume party, a chorus and dancing to the tunes spun by 
a DJ. The three Vice District Governor candidates also 
played host to the cocktail party in the main dining room 
before the assemblage adjourned for the evening. 

Saturday began with registration at 8:00 am and contin-
ued through the first set of seminars that lasted until 
10:00 am. A second set of seminars began at 10:15 am 
and lasted until 11:45 am when the call for lunch was 
heard. One of the highlights of the seminar program 
was the one on Identity Theft Prevention that Attorney 
General Richard Blumenthal presented. 

The Business Meeting followed lunch and lasted until 
4:45. One of the highlights was the ‘parade of checks’.  
Since the Board of Directors voted to make our Club a 
Model Club for Campaign SightFirst II, President 
Helene was called to the podium where she was pre-
sented a certificate indicating our Club’s Model Club-
status. During the ‘parade of checks’ program, Presi-
dent Helene reiterated our $50,000 CSFII pledge by 
presenting 12 applications for Melvin Jones Fellowships 
and/or Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowships, which 
represents the first $12,000 of our $50,000 commit-
ment. These 12 individuals will be recognized at our 
annual installation and awards banquet in June. 

(With this $12,000 donation, we are already 1/5 of 
the way towards our goal. Nancy Manion has 
agreed to be our CSFII Club Coordinator and will be  
picking her committee shortly)  

Saturday evening featured another cocktail party and 
banquet. The Danbury Lions Club was honored when 
PP Lyn Meyers was asked to serve as a Sergeant at 
Arms and President Helene Thompson carried the flag 
of Illinois in the very impressive Flag Ceremony. 

 
Continued top of next column 

President Helene presents our donations to Robert Weiss, Governor 
of 23B; Joseph Poirer, District Governor of 23A, and David Burgess, 
IPDG and Council Chairperson. 
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Nominating and Election Process  

The following Danbury Lions have been named to the 
Nominating Committee by President Helene Thomp-
son.  PP’s Fran Evans, Lyn Meyers, Frank Molinaro, 
Bob Lovell, VP Keith Beaver and Ken Saloom. The 
Committee has been charged to hold a Nominating 
Meeting in March at a date, time and place to be de-
termined by the Board of Directors. The Club Members 
will be notified of the meeting at least 10 days prior to 
the date of the Nominating Meeting. 

The Committee was instructed to fill certain vacancies 
on the Board including, but not limited to, 3rd VP, Lion 
Tamer, Tail Twister, Treasurer, 2 three year directors 
and membership chairman. 

The Election Meeting will be held in April. 

The following Danbury Lions have asked to be consid-
ered for nomination to the various vacant offices.  Di-
rectors Joan Bielizna and Cathy Golankawicz, PP Lyn 
Meyers, Lions Steve Tullino and Mike Kallas. 

VP’s Keith Beaver, Gerry Hoffman and Val White  
have agreed to completing the next step in their quest 
to become President of the Danbury Lions Club and 
Nancy Manion has agreed to take on Editorship of the 
Jottings and PP Frank Molinaro has agreed to remain 
as Membership Chairman. 

Directors PP’s Tom Nolan, Eric Nadeau and J. Roger 
Schmiedel have also agreed to move up on the Board 
of Directors to 1 and 2 year terms respectively.   

PP Bob Lovell will remain as Secretary for the next 
two years. 

Should you be interested in a particular office, 
please contact any member of the Nominating 
Committee . 

Membership Matters 

The Family Membership Dues Rate Membership initia-
tive is an exciting opportunity for Lions to welcome and 
expand services to their community.  With family 
members as the main focus, Lions Clubs International 
offers a reduced dues rate to its members and pre-
sents special programs, activities and opportunities for 
families. 

For the purpose of the Family Dues Structure, “family” 
includes all members in and/or joining the same club 
living in the same household related by birth, marriage 
and other legal means, including such common family 
relations as parents, children, spouses, aunts/uncles, 
cousins, grandparents and in-laws of spouses. 

Existing Lions that are certified as part of a family unit 
between December 1, 2006 and May 31, 2007 will 
receive the family membership dues rate starting July 
1, 2007.  It will amount to only about $10.00 per family 
member. 

For a more detailed explanation of the reduced dues 
rate and how your family will be or can be affected, 
please see the membership chairman or the secretary. 

State Conve ntion  

Additional details for the 86th Annual Multiple District 
State Convention have been released. The dates are 
Friday, May 18th through Sunday May 20, 2007 at the 
Cape Codder Resort & Spa in Hyannis, Massachu-
setts. The Cape Codder is a Full Service Spa that fea-
tures two “award winning onsite” restaurants and an 
indoor wave pool complete with 2 foot waves. There is 
a state of the art fitness center, tennis, volleyball, 24 
person whirlpool, 2 saunas, nearby golf, beaches, His-
toric Hyannis Main Street Waterfront District. There 
are several meal packages available: 

Plan A  features Friday Dinner, Saturday Banquet, Sat-
urday and Sunday Breakfast Buffet and Sunday 
Luncheon. The Plan A cost is $188.00 per person. 

Plan B  features the same as above except for the 
Sunday Luncheon. The Plan B cost is $163.00 per 
person. 

Plan C features the Saturday Banquet, Sunday Break-
fast buffet and Sunday Luncheon. The Plan C cost is 
$122.00 per person. 

Plan D features the Friday Dinner, Saturday Banquet 
and Sunday Luncheon. The cost for Plan D is $153.00 
per person. 

A $30.00 registration fee is included in all packages 
and is required to participate in any Convention Pro-
gram. 

The Lions Convention room rate is $129.00 per night 
plus 9.7% room tax.  Room reservations must be 
made directly with the Cape Codder at 1-888-297-
2200. Rates are guaranteed through April 27th, 2007. 

(For more information or official registration forms, please 
see the Jottings Editor) 

Lions attending our MidWinter Conference are Keith Beaver with his 
daughter, Kendra, Bob Lovell, Frank Molinaro, Ernie Harrington, Joan 
Bielizna, Jerry Hofmann, Lyn Meyers, Helene Thompson and Nancy 
Manion. 
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Lions programs must continue, CSFII seeks funds over 
and above the existing support for LCIF and local Lions 
projects. 

The SightFirst Program  

Since 1990, Lions have done more to prevent blindness and 
restore sight than in their previous 65 years as “knights of the 
blind.” In a decade-and-a-half, Lions have prevented severe 
vision loss or restored sight to 27 million people  – more than 
the combined populations of New York and Tokyo. 

How is this possible?  

SightFirst makes it possible. 

SightFirst’s strategy of containing and eliminating the leading 
causes of blindness, creating sustainable eye-health systems, 
and training eye-care workers who will serve their communi-
ties for years to come, makes it extraordinarily effective and 
remarkably efficient. On average, just US$6  can save one 
person from a life of darkness. 

SightFirst has touched the lives of tens of millions around the 
globe. Through SightFirst, Lions are changing the world – and 
the world now looks to Lions as leaders in the international 
effort to combat preventable blindness. 

Since 1990, SightFirst has…  

·  Prevented serious vision loss for 27 million   

·  Provided 80.5 million  treatments for river 
blindness  

·  Awarded US$193 million  for 818 projects in 90 
countries  

·  Restored sight to 7 million  with cataract  

·  Improved eye-care services for hundreds of 
millions   

·  Built or expanded 213 eye hospitals, clinics and 
wards   

·  Upgraded 325 eye centers with equipment  

·  Trained 305,000 ophthalmologists, ophthalmic 
nurses, other professional eye-care workers 
and village health workers   

·  Launched world's first-ever initiative to combat 
childhood blindness in partnership with the 
World Health Organization. Thirty  pediatric 
eye-care centers will be established.  

Our Clubs Campaign SightFirst II committee will be 
meeting shortly to discuss what we Danbury Lions can 
do to support this worthy project.  To date, 12 Danbury 
Lions have stepped forward to become either Melvin 
Jones Fellows or to become Progressive Melvin 
Jones Fellows by contributing $1,000.00 apiece.    

3 

Golf Tournament  

This year, our Golf Classic will feature The JetBlue 
Challenge .  It is the only hole-in-one prize package 
designed with our needs in mind. Through a collabora-
tion between JetBlue Airways , Nike Golf , De-
wars’12, Coca-Cola , Doral Resort & Spa  in Miami, 
The Palms Resort & Casino  in Las Vegas , La 
Quinta Resort & Club in Palms Springs, La Costa 
Resort & Spa j ust north of San Diego and Sanibel 
Harbour Resort & Spa on southern Florida’s gulf 
coast,  The Colana Sports Group is able to provide our 
tournament with a hole-in-one prize on each of the five 
par 3 holes at the Club at River Oaks. 

By choosing to affiliate with the JetBlue Challenge , 
our players have an opportunity to participate in a 
shoot-out with a Grand Prize of $50,000 which can be 
updated to $1,000,000. The JetBlue Challenge  will 
be a memorable and positive experience for all of our 
players and will have them looking forward to 
participating in our outing year after year.  We hope 
you will join with your fellow lions in what we feel will 
be a rewarding experience for all of the tournament 
participants and at the same time, to help our Club 
achieve its fundraising goal for this year. 

 

Lions Day with the United Nations  

Lion Joan Bielizna is our Club Chairman. The date is 
March 9th, 2007 and the attendance cost will be subsi-
dized by the Club. Transportation and lunch are dutch. 
Bus transportation has been arranged. Pickup will be 
at 7:00 am in the commuter parking lot at I-84 Exit 1. 
the cost of the bus is $25. See Lion Joan for more de-
tails. 

 

Campaign Sight First II 

Campaign SightFirst II is a coordinated, global fund-
raising effort involving all 1.35 million Lions in more than 
45,000 clubs to raise US$150 million for the SightFirst 
program. It is conducted by Lions Clubs International 
Foundation, the grant-making arm of the International 
Association of Lions Clubs.  

In a comprehensive, worldwide feasibility study in 2004 
an overwhelming number of Lions said that they wanted 
SightFirst to continue and would participate in a fund 
raising effort to make that a reality. Eighty-four percent 
of Lions questioned responded positively to the pro-
posed campaign.CSFII was endorsed by the Board of 
Directors in July 2004 and was launched at the 2005 
International Convention in Hong Kong.  

The campaign will be conducted on a three-year time-
table with intensive fund raising at the local level 
scheduled for 2006-2008. 

Because SightFirst is an extraordinary extraordinary 
initiative of all Lions and because other important  
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Officers 

Lyn Meyers ............................ IPP 
Helene Thompson................ Pres 
Keith Beaver ..................... 1st VP 
Gerald Hofmann…..……..2nd VP 
Val White………………….3rd   VP 
Bob Lovell .................... Secretary 
Kurt Miller..................... Treasurer 
Dr. Paul White  ……...Tail Twister 
...................................Lion Tamer 

Directors 

Joan Bielizna………….........1 Yrs 
Ken Saloom………………    1 Yrs 
Tom Nolan…………………..2 Yrs 
Eric Nadeau………………...2 Yrs 
Cathy Golankawicz………...3 Yrs 
J. Roger Schmiedel………..3 Yrs 
Frank Molinaro .........Membership 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Frank Molinaro ...... Jottings Editor 
Nancy Lavers .....Associate Editor 
Website.. www.danburylions.org 

Lions Club of Danbury, Inc. 
Post Office Box 461 
Danbury, CT 06813-0461 

In Honor of St Valentine and St Patrick  

An Irishman who had a little too much to drink is driving 
home from the city one night and, of course, his car is 
weaving violently all over the road. A cop pulls him 
over. 

"So," says the cop to the driver, where have ya been?" 

"Why, I've been to the pub of course," slurs the drunk. 

"Well," says the cop, "it looks like you've had quite a 
few to drink this evening." 

"I did all right," the drunk says with a smile. 

"Did you know," says the cop, standing straight and 
folding his arms across his chest, "that a few intersec-
tions back, your wife fell out of your car?" 

"Oh, thank heavens," sighs the drunk. 

"For a minute there, I thought I'd gone deaf." 

Future Speakers and Calendar of Events  

Feb. 21st Lions of 23A Zone 8 Jamboree 

Feb.  21st Birthday Party for Mayor Mark Boughton 

Feb. 22nd Tim Salem, DHS 

Feb. 24th Evening to Benefit LCIF 

Feb. 26th Board of Directors Meeting 

Mar. 1st  Mayor Mark Boughton 

Mar. 8th Nancy Sudik, Danbury Music Ctr 

Mar.  15th Steven Famiglietti, Blind Services 

Mar. 19th Board of Directors Meeting 

Mar. 29th Adam E. Goichman, Am. Portfolios 

Mar. 29th Nominating Committee Report  

Mar. 30th Cheshire Lions Wine Tasting 

Apr.  7th Prospect Lions 5k run 

Apr. 14th FIDELCO open house 

Apr.  23rd Board of Directors Meeting 

Apr. 26th Election Meeting 

Apr. 26th Annual Lions Charities Meeting 

May  3rd Michael Malone, Danb. Wester/  

May 7th Golf Tournament at River Oaks 

May 18th-21st State Convention, Hyannis, MA 

July 2nd-6th International Convention, Chicago, IL 

Sept. 30th East Hampton Village Lions Cruise  
  To Bermuda to benefit CSFII 

 

The $33.54 mailing cost for this January issue of the 
Jottings has been donated by Third VP Val White. If 
you or your company is interested in donating the 
mailing costs for a future issue, please contact the 
Editor. 


