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Continue from previous column 

Lions Charities, Inc. is a 501(C) 3 corporation and con-
tributions are treated as legitimate tax deductions just 
as are other charitable contributions. 

With our Club’s many community service activities, 
funding these programs is an on-going challenge and 
year-end contribution can be another way to insure that 
we have the resources to continue the good work of 
Lions in our community and around the world. 

Stock holdings which have appreciated in value could 
make a wonderful gift to the Club. By donating stock, 
the owner can avoid capital gain taxes and still take the 
full value of the appreciated stock as a charitable con-
tribution. Our treasurer, Kurt Miller, CPA, spoke to the 
Club on November 30th regarding charitable contribu-
tion and answered a variety of question on the subject. 
Club members can call Kurt directly at 203 733-1546 
and speak to him about their specific issues.  An option, 
of course, is just make out a check to: Danbury Lions 
Charities Inc. and send to Lion Kurt Miller, Treasurer, 
Danbury Lions Club, PO Box 461, Danbury, CT 06813. 

Remember, 100% of any contributions to Lions Chari-
ties goes to funding our own programs; we have no 
high administrative or overhead costs as do many other 
charitable organizations, and as President Helene 
noted in her letter, “Don’t forget, charity begins at 
home”.  
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More Than You Know  

Most of the attendees at the Lions Low Vision Support 
Group meeting last month were somewhat awed or at 
least very pleasantly surprised to learn of the many new 
and innovated services now available at the Danbury 
Hospital. Dr. John Murphy, Chairman of the Board of 
the hospital spoke for more that an hour to very atten-
tive listeners as to the technological advances that have 
been made in recent years, the hiring of staff and pro-
viding the facility with state-of-the-art equipment in or-
der to perform procedures which not too long ago had 
to be done elsewhere. He noted that Danbury hospital 
has achieved national ranking in terms of an overall 
healthcare facility and the addition of new facilities cur-
rently under construction will add to that status. 

Dr. Murphy is a noted neurologist  who has been affili-
ated with the Danbury hospital since 1989. He has of-
fered his assistance in advancing the community 
awareness of our low vision program and is currently 
working with some of our Danbury Lions in this regard. 

Dr. John Murphy, Danbury Hospital Board Chairman, spoke to a full 
house of very interested listeners at our Lions Low Vision Support 
Group meeting last month. 

Need a Tax Deduction?  

Sure. We all do. And with the year-end coming to a 
close many of us start looking around for opportunities 
to maximize legitimate tax deductions. In a recent letter 
to all Danbury Lions members, President Helene 
Thompson suggested: “If you’re looking for an addi-
tional recipient for a charitable contribution, how about 
considering a contribution to our own Lions Charities, 
Inc?”                                          Continued top of next column 

Lion Kurt Miller, Treasurer, shows Lion Helene Thompson, President, 
a document explaining charitable giving. 
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Bell Ringing – Final R eport  

This year’s bell ringing was more successful than ever. 
Thirty-seven members of the Lions Club of Danbury 
rang bells for the benefit of the Salvation Army at Wal-
Mart and Macy’s 

The following is the list of Lions who participated in the 
bell ringing activities in November and December 2006. 
The members who signed up for the multiple sessions 
are indicated in the (   ). 

Boyd Losee (4), Hugh Morgan (3), John Casamento (3), 
Bob Yamin (3),  Vincent Pannozzo (2), Frank Molinaro 
(2), Mark Sterling (2), Lou Ginsberg, Mike Michael (2), 
Joan Bielizna, Nervill White (2), Stacey Butler, Fran 
Evans (2), Jim Leheny (2), Keith Beaver (2),  Jerry 
Hofmann (2), Tom Nolan, Beth Ann Fetzer, Helene 
Thompson, Bob Lovell, Howard Blaney, Warren Levy, 
Roger Schmiedel, Mohammed Alam,  Cathy Go-
lankiewicz, Emil Fusek, Ken Saloom, Noel Roy, Don 
Zaleta, Helga Jensen-Rupp, Tom Frizzell, Lisa Cer-
bone, Rick Gottschalk, Scott Leroy, Lyn Meyers, Ernie 
Harrington. 

We were very fortunate to have some generous non-
members participate in the bell ringing as well. They are 
as follows:  Brenda Casamento (3), Frank Phonvkhith, 
Nicole Lafonte, Chris Lafonte, Linda Lafonte, Melissa 
Beaver, Kendra Beaver, Sean Beaver. 

Since the Rotarians are only volunteering for two days 
per year for bell ringing, the Lions Club of Danbury 
members are the undisputed 2006 Champions. 

A special thanks goes to Ernie Harrington for keeping 
the list of participants on the Danburylions.org web site.  

Thank you, everyone, for donating your time and effort 
to make this year’s bell ringing so successful.  

I wish all of you a joyous and healthy holiday season. 

Jerry Hofmann, 2nd VP 

See Your Dentist Twice a Year  

Lion dentist, Stacy Butler took time from her busy 
schedule to speak to our Lions Low Vision Support 
Group as to the importance of dental care and self ex-
amination of the mouth in order to insure long-term 
health of our teeth and proper oral hygiene. During the 
LV meeting she also noted the types of dental services 
and financial assistance for such services which may 
be available from organizations such as the Northwest 
Area Agency on Aging, located in Waterbury. Dr. Stacy 
Butler is in practice with Dr. Nels DeAlmeida on Deer 
Hill Ave in Danbury and she is also the Site Dental Di-
rector for the Health Center in Meriden. Stacy received 
her DDS from NYU in 1996 and a Masters of Public 
Health from the University of Connecticut in 2001. 

Following the speaker’s presentation, refreshments do-
nated by ShopRite were served and two holiday gift 
baskets were presented to lottery winners, one of whom 
was Verna Muschett, sister of Lion Val White. 

AT&T 

AT&T has announced that they will no longer support 
the Community Connections Program in Connecticut 
but have launched a new initiative, the AT&T Consumer 
Affiliate Network.  The new program reflects more accu-
rately the services most used by Connecticut consum-
ers, such as AT&T Yahoo, High Speed Internet, as well 
as the growing use of online ordering.  The new pro-
gram is web-based that pays participating organizations 
for every qualified purchse of an AT&T product or ser-
vice ordered on www.att.com by visitors arriving from 
the organizations Web site.  I have asked our webmas-
ter to place a banner on our website to communicate 
the program to our members so check the website for 
more details. 

Low Vision Support Group guest speaker Dr. Stacy Butler is flanked 
by holiday gift basket winners, Verna Muschett, left, and Georgette 
Morey. 

DHS Football Ticket Sales  

Seven Danbury Lions heeded the call for ticket sellers 
for the annual Thanksgiving Day Football game be-
tween the Hatters of Danbury High and their arch rival, 
the Ridgefield Tigers.  Project Chairman Hugh Morgan 
rallied the troops who stood in the rain and cold on the 
morning of November 23rd to assist the staff of the 
Danbury High Athletic Department in the selling and 
collection of tickets the morning of the game. 

Assisting Chairman Morgan were PP’s Frank Molinaro, 
Lyn Meyers, Fran Evans and Bob Lovell.  Bernie and 
Mike Kallas also assisted on that rain soaked morning. 

The game was played in the wet and cold with the Ti-
gers of Ridgefield coming away with the victory. 
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Collecting tickets at the DHS football game are Bob Lovell, Hu Mor-
gan and a member of the high school’s athletic department. 

 

Mid-Winter Conference  

The 56th Annual MD23 Lions Mid-Winter Conference 
will be again be held at the Farmington Marriott Hotel 
on Friday, February 2nd to Sunday, February 4th.  The 
International Guest will be 1st Vice President Mahendra 
Amarasuriya.  Rooms at the Marriott are $79 per night.  
Meal and registration Plans run between $20 and $117 
per attendee.  If you are interested in attending, see 
Joan Bielizna for registration forms. 
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Collecting tickets at the DHS football game are Lyn Meyers, Fran 
Evans and one of Danbury’s finest. 

Carol Taylor explains the special tapes used for the unique play-back 
equipment which is part of the free services offered by the library to 
the visually impaired.  
 

Collecting tickets at the DHS football game are Bernie Kallas, Mike 
Kallas and Frank Molinaro. 

Another Service for the Visually Impaired  

One of the functions of the Lions Low Vision Support 
Group is to bring to its members information relative to 
“what’s going on” in the arena of eye care and ad-
vances in technology which may offer some help to 
those who are visually impaired. In addition, information 
as to what services are available to those with limited 
visual acuity is also part of the mission. To this end, the 
speaker at the October LV support meeting was Carol 
Taylor, Director of the Connecticut State Library’s Li-
brary for the Visually Impaired and Physically Handi-
capped. She spoke in detail and with visual demonstra-
tions regarding the services which she has directed for 
more that fifteen years.  

The state library is a network library of the Library of 
Congress’ National Library Services for the Blind and 
Physically handicapped. This services lends book and 
magazines in Braille or recorded formats along with 
playback equipment and is free to Connecticut resi-
dents who are unable to read regular print due to visual 
or physical disability. With more than 60,000 titles avail-
able, all materials are mailed to and from library patrons 
by postage-free mail. 

Several LV attendees currently use this service , spoke 
highly of the efficient system and encouraged several 
other to fill out the necessary application. 
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Officers 

Lyn Meyers ..............................IPP 
Helene Thompson.................. Pres 
Keith Beaver ........................1st VP 
Gerald Hofmann.................. 2nd VP 
Val White..............................3rd VP 
Bob Lovell ...................... Secretary 
Kurt Miller....................... Treasurer 
Dr. Paul White............. Tail Twister 
.................................... Lion Tamer 

Directors 

Joan Bielizna......................... 1 Yrs 
Ken Saloom .......................... 1 Yrs 
Tom Nolan ............................ 2 Yrs 
Eric Nadeau .......................... 2 Yrs 
Cathy Golankawicz ............... 3 Yrs 
J. Roger Schmiedel............... 3 Yrs 
Frank Molinaro ...........Membership 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Frank Molinaro ........Jottings Editor 
Nancy Manion ......Associate Editor 
Website....www.danburylions.org 

Lions Club of Danbury, Inc. 
Post Office Box 461 
Danbury, CT 06813-0461 

Peace Poster Contest  

The theme of this years Lions International Peace 
Poster Contest was “Celebrate Peace”. Chairman PP 
Roger Schmiedel announced that the winners of the 
Citywide and individual School Winners were Crystal 
Florez of Rogers Park Middle School and Ashley 
Winch of Broadview Middle School.  Crystal, the city-
wide winner will receive a $100 Savings Bond and a 
$25 gift certificate to the Teacher Parent Store. Ashley 
receives a $25 gift gertificate also to the Teacher Par-
ent Store. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Future Speakers and Calendar of Events  

Jan. 1st New Year’s Day 
Jan. 11th Raffle drawing 
Jan. 11th Dr. Paul Digrazia 
Jan. 18th James W. Schmotter of WESCON 
Feb. 1st Chief Alan Baker, DPD 
Feb. 2,3,4th Mid-Winter Conference, Farmington 
Mar. 1st  Mayor Mark Boughton 
Mar.  15th Steven Famiglietti 
Apr. 5th Tim Salem, Ass’t Prin @ DHS  
May 7th Golf Tournament at River Oaks 
May 18th-21st State Convention, Hyannis, MA 
July 2nd-6th International Convention, Chicago, IL 

A Golden Moment in Time  

The 50th Anniversary of the Connecticut Lions Eye Research 
Foundation, Inc. was held on Sunday, November 19th at the 
Waterview in Monroe, Connecticut. It was a very special 
event which gave special recognition to all of the Connecticut 
Knights of the Blind for their dedicated service. It was Helen 
Keller’s address to the 1925 Lions Clubs International Con-
vention that she appealed to the Lions to constitute them-
selves Knights of the Blind in the crusade against darkness. 
The Danbury attendees are pictured below. 

The $33.54 mailing cost for the December issue of the Jot-
tings has been paid for by 3rd VP Val White. If you or your 
company is interested in donating the mailing costs for a 
future issue, please contact the Editor. We currently mail 
only 86 copies of the Jottings. 


