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Day to Make a Difference

Bernie Kallas writes, “Thank you again fellow Lions for
your generous contributions to the ‘Day to Make a
Difference’ auction. We were very successful and
raised $210.00 for the Pediatric Department at Danbury
Hospital. The event honored Dr. Jack Fong and it was a
thrill to be able to contribute in the name of the Danbury
Lions.

It is a pleasure to work with such a dedicated and
thoughtful group of folks. You have made me feel wel-
come in more ways than one, and | hope to continue to
help the Lions in their efforts to reach out to the com-
munity.”

Dues

Lions dues are billed quarterly and are due when billed.
Several members like to accrue large balances before
paying their dues and this becomes a problem for the
Treasurer who must report delinquent dues to the
Board of Directors on a monthly basis. This can be-
come an embarrassing issue for the Treasurer and the
Board so please, in the future, pay your dues when
billed and take the pressure off our Second Vice Presi-
dent who has been appointed to chase the late paying
members.

Man the Kettles

Capt. David Moore of the Salvation Army has informed
2"vp Jerry Hoffman that the Lions Club of Danbury is
again scheduled for Bell ringing (Kettle Drive) at Wal-
mart and Macy's. The scheduled Saturdays for this year
are, Nov. 25", Dec. 2", Dec 9" and Dec 16™. Also, we
will be competing against the Rotary Club of Danbury to
see who can raise the most funds. Let's show the Ro-
tarians who is number one in helping the Salvation
Army. Go, Lions!

Important Notice

The Lions meeting scheduled for Thursday, November
23" falls on Thanksgiving Day. As a result, we will
meet jointly with the Danbury Rotary Club on Wednes-
day, November 22", That joint meeting will be held at
the Ethan Allan Inn on Lake Avenue.

In the spirit of Christmas, we have invited the Danbury
Rotary Club to join with us at our regularly scheduled
meeting on Thursday, December 21*. All Danbury Li-
ons should try to be in attendance at both meetings.

17™ Annual Peter Winter Charity Breakfast
Wednesday, December 6 ™, 2006
Amber Room, Danbury CT
7:30 am

Calling All Lions
to participate in the
17" Annual Breakfast

A. Be a sponsor: For $500 your business receives rec-
ognition at the Breakfast and in the Program. Over
250 guests will hear and see your company name.
You will also receive a table to invite eight guests

B. Be a Table Host: For $85 you pay for your guests
and help serve them breakfast. Your guests contrib-
ute a “tip” that goes 100% into our charities.

C. Donate a Raffle Gift for our Breakfast: This gift can
be almost anything under the sun just as long as you
would like to win a prize just like it!

D. Be a guest! Join one of our fellow Lions at one of
the tables and be a part of this great fundraising
event!

To participate, please contact one of the following:

Lion Bernie Kallas
bkallas2001@yahoo.com
203 778-4353

or

Lion Kate Shea
bkshea@usadatanet.net
203 743-4311

Community Day at the Mall

The eye screening went very well on Saturday. We
screened 55 individuals during the 6 hour program, and
referred several for immediate care — glaucoma, cata-
racts, macular degeneration and one gentleman who
was found to be legally blind. Dr. Betty Klein assisted
us for about 2 %2 hours. From the Danbury Club we are
thankful for the support of Bob Lovell, Stacy Butler,
Nerville White and Keith Beaver. The Low Vision booth
was also staffed throughout the event by members of
the Danbury Club. Also joining us in our “Lions corner”
was Guiding Eyes For The Blind. They had 3 dogs with
them throughout the day which were just a joy to watch
and were a great magnet for attracting attention to our
area.
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Community Day continued

Thanks again to the Danbury Club for their assistance
in making this a successful eye screening! Sent to the
Jottings by Gail Redenz, Zone V Chairman.

And We're Off!l!

October 19™ marked the start of this year’s raffle with
tickets distributed to members in attendance at our
weekly lunch meeting. This year we are raffling off a
2006 Honda Civic Hybrid Sedan. The newly redes-
igned Civic Hybrid is not only award winning (Winner of
Motortrend’s Car of the Year 2006 as well as Motor-
week’s Driver's Choice Award for both Best of the Year
and Best Small Car) but also fuel efficient. With an
EPA estimated city/highway fuel economy of 49/51 mpg
the Civic Hybrid will save the winner money at the gas
pump and also help to improve our environment. All of
this not only makes for a great car but also a great
prize. And what better sales pitch then saving money
and improving the environment while also winning a
great car! So get out there and sell those tickets.

Ticket packs will be mailed to members who were not
at the meeting and more are always available when
needed. The ticket price this year is $20.00 and only
2,500 tickets will be sold. The drawing will be held at
our meeting on January 11, 2007 at 1:00 (winner need
not be present). If you have any questions, need more
information or need more tickets please contact 1% VP
Keith Beaver at 788-4542 or e-mail him at

kbeaver@didonaassociates.com.

Lions Playground Moving Ahead

Phase one of the new Lions Playground was completed
with the installation of new play equipment by the City
of Danbury. New walkways imprinted with a brick pat-
tern and lion's paws walking through the site, new
plantings, lighting and a new picnic shelter are all a part
of the new design. A new entry area will also be in-
cluded that will have a circular walkway enclosing an
area for a dedication plaque, new plantings and possi-
bly a flagpole. The dedication plaque from the original
Lions Playground has been returned to the Club for
refurbishing and use in the new playground. In working
with the various stakeholders we have been able to pull
together a design that will address the various concerns
and desires of those involved and reclaim an area of
the City to be enjoyed by all.

Moving forward we are currently in the permitting proc-
ess with City Land Use Agencies and also in prelimi-
nary talks with contractors for some of the work. A por-
tion of the work will be completed by the City, some by
a contractor and some by the Lions Club and neighbor-
hood groups. Stay tuned for updates as we move
through the process and get ready to roll up your
sleeves and dig in when we move into the next phase
of construction!

THIS IS SOMETHING WONDERFUL THAT THE
XEROX CORP. IS DOING FOR OUR TROOPS.

PLEASE JOIN IN AND SEND ONE OF THEM A

"THANK YOU" CARD FOR PROTECTING OUR

FREEDOM.

If you go to this website, www.letssaythanks.com, you
can pick out a thank you card and Xerox will print it and
send it to a soldier currently serving in Irag. You can't
pick out who gets it, but it will go to some member of
the armed services.

How AMAZING it would be if we could get all our Lion
Members and everyone we know to send one!!! This is
a great site. Please send a card. It is FREE and it only
takes a second. Wouldn't it be wonderful if the soldiers
received a bunch of these? Whether you are for or
against the war, our guys and gals over there need to
know we are behind them...

I want to thank PDG, PCC Bob Redenz for sending this
note to the Jottings.

October Street Cleaning

October’s street cleaning took place on the 21*. Help-
ing out this month were Howie and Nancy Schulze, Jim
Leheny, Fran Evans, Jerry Hoffman, Bob Lovell, Mark
Stirling and Keith Beaver. The sun was out, but it was
still a bit cool at the 7:30 start, although everyone
warmed up once the walking started. If you haven't
been able to join us this year, we are planning one
more in November depending on the weather. Tenta-
tive date is November 18" at 8:30, so keep your calen-
dar open and an eye on the weather.

Recycling

The eye glass, bottles, cans, lazer cartridge and cell
phone recycling programs are all in full swing. Please
remember to bring the above items to the Lions lunch-
eon so that they can be turned into cash. We also
need hearing aids for the hearing aid bank.
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Special Facilities Available to Visually Impaired
Veterans

Legally blind veterans who are members of our Lions
Low Vision Support Group were invited last week to
attend a first-of-its-kind open house at the Eastern Blind
Rehabilitation Center (EBRC), VA Center in West Ha-
ven, CT. Lion Lou Matthews was joined by Low Visions
Support group members Ed McKenzie, Paul Jaber,
John Contrata and driver, Lion Tom Nolan, for a four
hour tour of the facility, lunch and a “show and tell”
presentation of some of the latest aids and devices
which are available to blind veterans. The vast West
Haven VA center is one of nine regional blind rehab
centers in the country and houses elaborate facilities
and highly trained staff which provide both clinical and
rehabilitation services to blind veterans. Noteworthy
were the opportunities for veterans to participate in re-
hab training programs which may run for up to six
weeks with the veteran staying on campus with hous-
ing, food and even arrangements for family members to
be on site. The six week computer training course was
one of several courses which was of particular interest
to the over 100 attendees.

As one family member observed, “It's too bad more of
our tax payers can't see this facility and what's avail-
able to our veterans; they'd be happy to see how some
of our tax money is being spent”.

An exchange of information with the VA staff revealed
that their personnel are available to come to Danbury
as speakers at our Support Group meetings and at the
same time, they were interested in learning more about
the services of the Connecticut Lions low vision pro-
grams.

CCTV Contribution Goes to Former English Prof

Walter Ransom Conley, PhD and former English pro-
fessor at Western Connecticut State University was
forced to retire after a twelve year teaching career at
the Danbury Main Street campus. A combination of se-
vere vision restriction and other complications caused
the early retirement from a career which included sev-
eral foreign and state-side teaching experiences. A life-
time of reading and writing came to an abrupt halt and
lead to a feeling of frustration and near depression.

“Rans” referral to the Lions Low Vision Center by his
ophthalmologist, Dr. Bruce Altman, resulted in an ap-
pointment with Low Vision Technician, Carolyn Lucy.
Almost simultaneously, we had received a donation of
an Optilect Closed Circuit Television unit from local
resident, Robert Cherry, a unit which had been used by
Robert's father who had recently passed away. The
CCTV and Prof Conley were brought together late last
month, resulting in a very happy professor who could
now more easily carry on his cherished activities of
reading and writing , things most of us take for granted.

Professor “Rans” Conley is pictured with the donated CCTV as Low
Vision Technician, Carolyn Lucy helps with the orientation on the
maanifier.

CLERF

PP Lyn Meyers is taking reservations for the CLERF
birthday celebration. If you want a spot at the Danbury
table, contact Lyn today. The cost is $75.00 pp.

Legally blind veterans who are members of our Low Vision Support
Group look over some of the latest devices available to veterans.
These are, L to R: Ed McKenzie, Paul Jaber, John Contrata and Lion
Lou Matthews.

The post of Lion Tamer is still open. Please see
president Thompson if you are interested.

SightFirst 1l Wrist Bands

SightFirst Il Wrist Bands are still available. These are a
great publicity gimmick and they are only $5 a piece.
Wear one and let your fellow Lions, family members,
neighbors and co-workers know that you are completely
behind the Danbury Lions Club effort to complete their
SightFirst pledge of $50,000 due and payable in 5
years. If you don’'t have a wrist band, see PP Frank
Molinaro and purchase one today.
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Board Vacancy

We still have an opening for the Position of Lion Tamer.
If you are interested in serving your Club by filling out
the term, please contact President Helene Thompson
or any member of the Board of Directors.

Jottings Notice

If you continue to receive the Jottings by snail mail and
would like to join the growing list of members who go to
the <danburylions.org> website to read each issue, and
any that they may have missed, please contact the edi-
tor at frank.m@molinaro-insurance.com and it will be
arranged.

Cell Phone Recycling

Thanks to an advertisement in the most recent issue of
the Lion Magazine, we are now able to recycle used
cell phones through the Pace/Butler Corporation and
earn up to $50 for each phone we recycle. We have
collection boxes that can be placed in visible locations
around town. There will also be collection bags avail-
able at future Lions luncheons to return all your col-
lected in-active cell phones. Please assist us in this
fundraising endeavor by taking a collection box and by
placing it in a visible location. Tell us where it was
placed and we will add that location to the company’s
website.

Future Speakers and Calendar of Events

Nov. 12" 100% Breakfast, Spinning Wheel
Nov. 16"  VNA Flu Clinic

Nov. 19"  CLERF Birthday Celebration
Nov. 22" Joint Meeting with Rotary Club
Nov. 23" Thanksgiving — no meeting
Nov 25" Bell Ringing begins

Dec. nd Bell Ringing continues

Dec. th Bell Ringing continues

Dec. 16" Bell Ringing continues

Dec. 6"  CRIS Breakfast, Amber Room
Dec. 18" Christmas Board Meeting

Dec. 21 Joint Meeting with Rotary Club
Dec. 25"  Christmas Day

Future Speakers and Calendar of Events for 2007

st

Jan. New Year's Day

Jan. 11" Raffle drawing

Feb. 234" Mid-Winter Conference, Farmington
May 7" Golf Tournament at River Oaks

May 18"-21%  State Convention, Hyannis, MA

July 2Md_gth International Convention, Chicago, IL

The $32.76 mailing cost for this November issue of
the Jottings has been donated by Nancy Lavers. If you
or your company is interested in donating the mailing
costs for a future issue, please contact the Editor.

Lions Club of Danbury, Inc.
Post Office Box 461
Danbury, CT 06813-0461

Officers

Lyn Meyers .......ccooeeeeeeeieneeenn. IPP
Helene Thompson................ Pres
Keith Beaver ..................... 1st VP
Gerald Hofmann............. 2nd VP

Val White..................... 3¢ vp
Bob Lovell ...........cc.e. Secretary
Kurt Miller.................... Treasurer
Dr. Paul White ......... Tail Twister
................................... Lion Tamer

Directors

Joan Bielizna.............cc..... 1VYrs
Ken Saloom.................. 1Yrs
Tom Nolan....................... 2Yrs
Eric Nadeau..................... 2Yrs

Cathy Golankewicz............ 3Yrs

J. Roger Schmeidel........... 3Yrs

Frank Molinaro......... Membership
Frank Molinaro....... Jottings Editor
Nancy Lavers.....Associate Editor
Website.. www.danburylions.org
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