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MID-WINTER CONFERENCE

The 55" Annual Mid-Winter Conference was held
Feb.3-5 at the Farmington Marriott Hotel. The Con-
ference was kicked off on Friday night by Conference
Chairperson PCC Bob Redenz. The Conference
theme was “Sail into Boston — Join the Revolution”
and several clubs dressed in costume and acted in
skits. Many clubs, including ours, participated in the
table arrangement contest. Our own Nancy Lavers
won a medal for her “Sail to Boston” centerpiece.
The Vice District Governor candidates were quite
hospitable and doled out free cocktails to the atten-
dees.

The Danbury delegation, led by President Lyn
Meyers, woke early Saturday morning, met for break-
fast and headed out to join the other Conference At-
tendees to attend the numerous seminars that were
presented. Lunch followed and with the presentation
of several checks to CLERF, LCIF, Camp Hemlocks,
Fidelco, The District Low Vision Center as well as
our 5™ and final installment of our $25,000 pledge for
the Macular Degeneration project at Yale.

The general business meeting was called to order at
2:30. The District Governors gave their reports and
the nominating speeches for the District Governor
and Vice District Governors candidates took place.

At the close of the business meeting the attendees
gathered for the cocktail party that preceded the
Banquet and Awards Presentation. The Banquet
Speaker was International Director Richard P. Chaf-
fin of Forest Virginia. The midnight hospitality party
was again hosted by the Vice District Governor
Candidates.

Continued in the next column

L-R: Richard Chaffin and our Danbury Lions
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On Sunday Morning a farewell breakfast was held in
the Grand Ballroom at which time a Q & A session with
ID Chaffin was initiated.

Attending the Conference with President Meyers were
1% VP Helene Thompson, 2" VP Keith Beaver and his
family, Secretary Bob Lovell, PDG Don and Doris Milo-
scia, Frank Molinaro, Nancy Lavers, Ernie Harrington
and Joan Bielizna.

2006 ACADEMY AWARDS

The Board of Directors of the Danbury Lions Club has
announced that it has been nominated by one of its
members for two Academy Awards. The categories
are the Best Permanent Project and the Best New
Permanent Project of a Year. Completed nomination
forms were submitted for our continued support of our
CRIS satelite studio and the Lions Playground on the
corner of Balmforth Avenue and Rowan Street. Win-
ning Projects will be announced at the International
Academy Awards Ceremony on Sunday, July 2",

BITS & PIECES

It's a small, small world. On a recent Hawai'n cruise,
Chris and Cathy Burns ran into George and Maria
Good. George and Maria told Chris and Cathy that
they have moved from Skidaway Island, Georgia to
Florida and asked that their regards be sent to all Dan-
bury Lions.

RECYCLING

In addition to collecting eye glasses, bottles, cans, la-
ser printer cartridges and old cell phones, we hope to
establish a hearing aid bank. Please add old hearing
aids to the list of what we now collect. See President
Meyers for more information.

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Event Chairperson Joan Bielizna wants to remind all
Lions that the 15™ Annual Golf Classic will be held on
May 1st at The Club at River Oaks in Sherman, Ct.
Joan will be looking for sponsors, advertisers and play-
ers. Joan is promising ‘more than a day of golf”, and if
there is no lightning, there will be a contest to see who
can make a 40 ft putt. There will also be a hole-in-one
contest for a new car. Start lining up your foresomes
now as the chosen location will help to sell our tourna-
ment out quickly.




CAMPAIGN SIGHTFIRST I

You will be pleased to know that Campaign SightFirst Il
<http://www.lions-csfii.org/home.htmI> is making great
progress. The campaign was launched a little more
than six months ago at the international convention in
Hong Kong, yet in that short time Lions worldwide have
responded with great enthusiasm and commitment.

http://www.lions-csfii.org/home.html

I am happy to report that more than 7,000 Lion leaders
have been recruited for the campaign. CSFIl has re-
ceived thirty-one Lead Gifts and more than 600 clubs
have applied to be Model Clubs. To date, more than
US$11.9 million has been raised for CSFIl, even though
intensive fund-raising by clubs is not scheduled to begin
until 2006-2007 and continue through 2007-2008.

The US$150 million campaign (with a stretch goal of
US$200 million) will allow Lions to continue and expand
the remarkable work of SightFirst which prevented seri-
ous vision loss for 24 million people and restored the
sight of 4.6 million people through cataract surgery. As
you may know, the funds donated by Lions in the origi-
nal SightFirst campaign are nearly exhausted, and
blindness remains a terrible threat primarily because of
the aging and growth of the world's population. The
success of the campaign is absolutely critical; without
Lions, millions will lose their sight unnecessarily.

The campaign's donor recognition program will thank
donors with a truly wonderful array of awards. The
Helen Keller Knights of Sight will recognize gifts and
pledges of individuals, as well as those from founda-
tions, corporations and governments. The Visionary
Society will recognize gifts and pledges from clubs.
LCIF will begin to acknowledge our donors soon, and
provide them with the proper recognition they so richly
deserve.

Please support the campaign. At stake is the sight of
millions. Lions have always risen to the occasion when
faced with a great challenge. Our rapid progress in the
campaign so far provides hope and confidence that our
efforts will be a resounding success.

Dr. Tae Sup Lee
Past International President and
International Chairperson of Campaign SightFirst Il

NEW 3 vp

Gerald Hofmann has accepted the open position of 3"
Vice President. He was nominated by President Mey-
ers and will be approved by the Board of Directors at
the Board Meeting on February 20" Keith Beaver, 2"
VP, functioned as 3™ VP and he should be congratu-
lated for a job well done: A quality effort by an exem-
plary Lion.

SHAREFEST

Keep May 6" and 7" open for Sharefest. We will par-
ticipate by conducting a Lions Eye Help Program eye
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LCIF BENEFIT

The 4™ Annual New England Lions Evening To Benefit
LCIF will be held on February 25, 2006 at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Nashua, NH. The event begins at 3:00
pm with the presentation of Melvin Jones Fellowships
and concludes with the LCIF Recognition Dinner at
7:00 pm. The cost of the event (including the banquet
meal) is $40.00 per person and is open to EVEYONE!

Hotel Reservations should be made with The Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Nashua (603-886-1200). Ask for the
New England Lions Council Group Rate of $99.00 plus
tax per night.

This NELC-LCIF event offers a unique, once in a life
time opportunity to have a Melvin Jones Fellowship
personally presented by PIP Clement Kusiak, this
year’s LCIF Chair. The presentation ceremony will
begin at 3:00 pm followed by a reception for the recipi-
ents and their families. At 5:30 pm a general reception
will be held followed by the 7:00 pm banquet. See the
Jottings Editor for reservation forms.

STATE CONVENTION

The tentative schedule for the 85" Annual State Con-
vention has been announced. Due to the tight sched-
ule of our International guest speaker, International
President Ashok Mehta, the banquet will be held on
Friday evening. The dinner on Saturday will be a river
boat cruise. The convention dates are Friday, May
19" to Sunday, May 21%. The convention will be held
at the brand new Hartford Marriott Hotel. The conven-
tion room rate is $110.88 per night, tax included.
Room reservations should be made direct with the ho-
tel at 1-866-373-9806. The rate is guaranteed through
April 18", Parking at the hotel is $2.00 per hour or
$16.00 for overnight. Valet parking is also available at
a cost of $18.00 per night.

Official registration forms can be obtained from the
Jottings Editor or can be downloaded by the CT Lions
website, www.ctlions.org. The site will be uploaded
periodically. The fee for registration is $20.00 and it is
included in all of the registration packages.

There will be a golf tournament; it will take place on
Friday morning at 10:00 at a course to be announced.
Voting will take place on Sunday morning between the
hours of 8:00 and 9:30 pm.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

In the February 3" issue of the News-Times, there
was an article by Mark Langlois that featured Chad
Sinanian and the work he is doing as an advocate for
people with disabilities. Chad has written to me and
the Lions and has asked for our support to change the
name of the “Department of Mental Retardation” and
to eliminate the words “retarded” and retardation” from
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the State Agencies and from the Legislature. He writes
“persons with disabilities, myself included find these
words hurtful and degrading. | belong to People First
Of Connecticut, our statewide advocacy agency, and we
have been working extremely hard to eliminate these
words and change the name through legislation.”

“l also ask that you support increased funding to private
Care providers that administer services to persons with
Disabilities and stand for community living. | find it ap-
paling that our State spends $100 million to fund South-
burg Training School, an uoutdated institution, yet it
hardly allocates any funding to private care providers,
self advocacy and self determination that allows persons
with disabilities to have freedom of chooice and the right
to live in a regular society. Lets take a stand”. The
letter is signed Chad Sinanian, Gung Ho Advocate.

Along with his letter, he included a request for contribut-
lons to People First of Connecticut. Anyone wishing to
donate can send their contributions c/o WECAHR at
211 Main Street, Danbury, 06810.

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

All roads lead to Boston, Masachusetts for the 89"
Annual Lions Clubs International Convention. Conven-
tion registration forms and hotel registration forms can
be obtained on the website at www.lionsclubs.org/EN/
until May 1*. Due to the change in venue, the calendar
of events is much different than it has been in prior
years. The Connecticut teenage dance will be held on
Friday evening and the International parade will step off
on Saturday morning. The Georgia Jamboree will held
on Saturday evening which will not conflict with the CT
teenage dance this year.

The New England breakfast will be held on Sunday
morning prior to the first Plenary Session. The final
Plenary Session and swearing in ceremony of our new
Governors and International Officers will be on Tuesday
morning following the balloting.

The Club supplies store and exhibit booths will be open
9:00 am to 5 pm Friday to Tuesday.

Go-Boston discount cards are on sale through Internat-
lonal or from the Multiple District Chairperson at a small
discount. These cards are good for over 60 of Boston’s
top Attractions. Before buying, it is best to check with the
Jottings Editor.

Our Multiple District will be having both a suite and fun-
ction space in our hotel, the Hampton Inn and Suites.

The Multiple District has hired the Ancient Mariners Fife
And Drum Corps to march with us in the parade. All
marchers must obtain a parade uniform, blue shirt and
white gamblers hat. See the Jottings Editor for more
info.

FUTURE SPEAKERS AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Feb 16 Partners in Service Luncheon — Merle

Aronin — Hearing Aid Bank

Feb 20" Board of Directors Meeting

Feb 23  Alan Baker, Police Chief, City of Danbury

Feb 25"  Evening to Benefit LCIF

Mar 2" Larry Marsicano, Director, Candlewood
Lake Authority."State of Affairs on Can-
dlewood Lake"

Mar 9"  Attendance Contest Begins

Mar 9" Ethan Unser, US Immigration and Natu-
g
ralization Service
Mar 10" Lions Day with the United Nation
Apr 2" Street cleanup begins

Apr 6"  Juvenile Diabetes Foundation

Apr 27" Attendance Contest Dinner

Apr 29" Ninth Annual Worldwide Induction Day
May 1st Lions Golf Tournament

May 6/7" ShareFest/Eye Screening

May 19/21% State Convention

Jun 29/Jul 4™ International Convention

Oct 28" CLERF Fundraising Concert

Nov 19"  CLERF's 50" Birthday Party

ATTENDANCE CONTEST

President Meyers has announced that the Moderator
for this years attendance contest will be PP Noel Roy.
The team Captains will be Ken Saloom and John Allen.

Lions Ken and John are in the process of selecting
their respective team members and they will announce
their team and their team names shortly. There are
several team names in consideration. The contest will
begin on the 9" of March and will run for 6 weeks end-
ing on the 13" of April. The contest dinner will take
place two weeks later on the 27th of April at a time and
restaurant location to be announced by Moderator Roy.

The end result of the contest is the team that ends up
with the most luncheon attendees after 6 weeks gets to
have dinner purchased for them by the losing team
members.

Sound like fun? Support your Team and Team Cap-
tain whomever they may be by attending all 6 meetings
between the 9" of March and 13" of April.

Team 1 - Alam, Bielizna, Blayney, Boughton, Bushey,
Cipriani, Dinto, Emanuel, Fagan, Frizzell, Frosch, Gins-
berg, Golankiewicz, Gottschalk, Hornak, Hyatt, Jensen-
Roupp, Julie Johnson, Lavelle, LeRoy, Losee, Mat-
thews, Michael, Miloscia, Mitchell, Morgan, Nolan,
Plecity, Schulze, Shea, Shepperd, Thompson, Val
White, Dianne Yamin.

Team 2 - Beaver, Boyce, Bull, Buzaid, Cappiello,
Chawi, Diggs, Equale, Evans, Fetzer, Emil Fusek,
Gross, Hawley, Hofmann, Jowdy, Leheny, Levy, Lovell,
Meyer, Meyers, Miller, Molinaro, Nadeau, Parille, Reilly,
Rizzo, Schmiedel, Seaman, Seri, Taylor, Chris White,
Williams, R Yamin, Zaleta.




EYEGLASS RECYCLING

Lions Clubs International will continue its computer-
ized distribution system to facilitate eyeglass recycling
of eyeglasses collected by Lions. A computer data-
base will keep track of the inventory and of the re-
quests from organizations and doctors in the develop-
ing nations. Volunteers at the centers will sort, clean,
package and ship the glasses according to requests.
The center closest to Connecticut is:

New Jersey Eyeglass Recycling Center
c/o Katzenbach School for the Deaf
320 Sullivan Way

West Trenton, NJ 08628

The change was made because many of the manag-
ers of the LensCrafters outlets were tossing the
glasses rather than sending them to the recycling cen-
ters. The eyeglasses collected and sorted by the New
Jersey Center are the ones that PDG John Gagain
and his team of CT Lions, Doctors and Technicians
distribute in the Dominican Republic. During their last
visit 20,000 Dominicans were seen, 16,000 pairs of
eyeglasses were distributed and over 300 cataract
surgeries were performed in the few days that they
were there.

IPDG Gagain has requested that we divert all of our

eyeglass recycling to the New Jersey Center.

RAFFLE WINNER

John Gogliettino, pictured below, won the 1% prize in
our annual raffle. John joined with President Lyn
Meyers at Best Buy to pick up his 42" High Definition
TV. Joining them in the picture is George Farmer, a
manager at Best Buy in Danbury. George provided the
television to the Lions at a reduced price to honor their
commitment to community service.

The $48.75 mailing cost for this February issue of the
Jottings has been donated by one of our many Past
Presidents. If you or your company is interested in
donating the mailing costs for a future issue, please
contact the Editor.
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