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Dear Fellow Lion s, 

I am happy to report that LCIF and Lions are making 
great progress in helping victims of the tsunami in 
South Asia. As you may recall, LCIF mobilized US$15 
million for relief and reconstruction. Our plan was to 
construct suitable, sturdy and comfortable homes, as 
well as schools, health clinics, hospitals, water wells 
and child welfare centers.  

Here is a progress report on the four nations in which 
local Lions are engaged in reconstruction. 

In Indonesia, LCIF has disbursed US$418,375. The 
Indonesian Lions Tsunami Committee has successfully 
established two Lions Villages in Aceh Province. LCIF 
has funded 320 homes with electricity, village restrooms 
and six deep-water wells. Upcoming projects in Indone-
sia include economic revival activities in the Lions vil-
lages and housing for tsunami victims in Banda Aceh, 
the capital.  

Along with Past International Director Barry Palmer and 
an LCIF staff person, I recently traveled to the Lions 
Village in Seunuddon to check on 200 Lions homes 
there.  I can tell you that the Lions did a great job of 
building these homes and that the occupants are ex-
tremely grateful to the Lions. Families have a roof over 
their heads and are enjoying a sense of normalcy 
again. The smiles on their faces when meeting Lions 
tell all you need to know about how effective Lions and 
LCIF have been in South Asia. 

In Sri Lanka, the Lions plan to build 318 homes at five 
locations at a cost of US$1.25 million. In the Western 
part of the island, 40 homes will be built at Mod-
era/M’kuliya, Colombo, and 70 homes at Bandaragama, 
Panadura.  In the South, 20 homes will be built at Do-
dangoda, Kalutara. In the East, 105 homes are planned 
for Kuchhaveli, Trincomalee, and 83 homes are slated 
for Pothuvil, Ampara.  In July 2005, LCIF staff visited Sri 
Lanka to inspect initial tsunami reconstruction work 
and LCIF disbursed US$412,500 in September to get 
the building started. The Sri Lankan Lions are expected 
to request additional funding to build more homes. 

In Thailand, LCIF has disbursed US$702,583. The 
Thailand Tsunami Committee is overseeing the con-
struction of 195 homes at two Lions villages on two 
separate islands. The first village on Lanta Island is 
scheduled to be completed in December. 

In India, the Lions MD-324 Tsunami Disaster Relief 
Committee presented a US$1.25 million plan to build 
homes, community rehabilitation centers, potable water  
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facilities, primary health centers, schools and an or 
phanage. The majority of resources will be directed to-
ward the Lions districts on the East coast from Chennai 
to Nagapatinam that were most affected by the tsu-
nami.  LCIF staff visited India in July to meet with key 
Lions, and LCIF disbursed US$412,500 to the Relief 
Committee in September so that it could begin recon-
struction work.   

Our reconstruction work in South Asia is helping thou-
sands of people with little means get back on their feet 
and resume their lives. We will help thousands more in 
the near future. Thanks to the generosity of Lions 
worldwide and the untiring service of Lions in South 
Asia, people who suffered the wrath of a natural disas-
ter are starting over with a new home and are making 
the most of their opportunity. 

Yours in service, 

Clement F. Kusiak 
2005-2006 LCIF Chairperson 

More on International Convention 

Rosemarie Spatafore called PP Fran Evans.  Rose-
marie put a great package together and will be sending 
out a pamphlet on it.  In the meantime she has 75 
rooms at the Westin Milenium Bostonian Hotel and 
wants us to let her know ASAP if we want rooms.  The 
price is $169+tax but it's right on the marketplace.  
She's also has Boston Cards for use with discounts 
everywhere, Thurs part at the Rack, wale watch, com-
edy nite, 4th of July, Fri 2 hr party at Cheers with Norm 
and Cliff.  Pass the word and get back to Rosemarie!   
She can be reached at 203-735-9574 ext 580 during 
the day or in the evening at 203-641-4476 or you can e-
mail her at mspatafore@yahoo.com. 

Mid-Winter Conference 
Richard P. Chaffin of Forest, Virginia will be the 
quest of the CT Lions at our MD @3 MWC, February 
3-5,2006.  Director Chaffin was elected at the Inter-
national Convention, held in Detroit Michigan in July 
of 2004.  ID Richard and his wife Lion Debbie have 
been very active in all aspects of community activi-
ties.  When he is not actively carrying out the duties 
of his position as an International Director, Lion 
Richard is a farmer and a real estate devel-
oper/manager. 
The MWC will again be at the Farmington Marriott, a 
familiar and popular location.  Past Council Chairman 
Bob Redenz is this years MWC Chairman. 
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Street Cleaning Wrap -up 

Another season of keeping Danbury beautiful has come 
to an end. The Club wrapped up the street cleaning 
season with its final cleanup on October 29. A little ex-
ercise and a lot of camaraderie was had by all through-
out the season. The Danbury Lions Club is responsible 
for a monthly cleaning of Hayestown Road from the 
North Street shopping plaza past Candlewood Lake out 
to Saint Gregory the Great Church. The Lions meet at 
Hatters Park at 8:30 am on the third Saturday of each 
month and Lions split into two groups. Each group will 
go out to opposite ends of the street and clean their 
way back to Hatters Park. After the cleanup a trip to 
Dunkin Donuts is often the order of the day. I would like 
to thank all that helped out this year including: 

Bob Lovell   Bob Yamin 
Jim Leheney   Fran Evans 
Lyn Myers   Howie Schulze 
Ernie Harrington  Nancy Schulze 
Dianne Yamin 

(If I have forgotten anyone, I apologize. Chalk it up to 
turning 40 and losing my mind.) 

If you haven’t tried the street cleaning yet we will be 
starting up again next March.  Come on out and join 
your fellow Lions as they help to keep Danbury clean 
and get a little exercise in the process.   It takes just 
over an hour to complete, which leaves plenty of time to 
enjoy the rest of your Saturday.  See you in March! 

Keith Beaver 
2nd Vice President 

History in the Making 

Past International Director Scott A. Storms has been 
endorsed by the Windsor Locks Lions Club to seek the 
high office of 2nd International Vice President. 

On December 3rd, a District 23B Convention will be held 
to obtain the endorsement of the District 23B Lions. 

At the Multiple District State Convention to be held in 
May, PID Scott will be seeking the Multiple District en-
dorsement. 

Lion Scott, a Lion since the age of 18, and the recipient 
of numerous awards and recognitions, served as Inter-
national Director from 2001-2003. 

If Lion Scott is successful, it will be the second time in 
CT Lions history that the International Associations 
President came from CT. The first CT Lion to serve as 
our International President was Joseph A. McLoughlin 
of 23B in Stamford, CT. He served from 1972-73. 

An Evening to Benefit LCIF 

Immediate Past International President Clem Kusiak, 
Chairman of Lions Clubs Internatiional Foundation will 
be the keynote speaker for “An Evening to Beneift 
LCIF” on February 25th. This year’s event will be 
hosted by the New Hampshire Lions and will ber held at 
the Crown Plaza Hotel in Nashua , NH. Registration 
forms will soon be available. 

 

Lions Charities, Inc . 
Budget 2005-2006  

CLERF/Knights of the Blind $1,000 
23A Low Vision Center 1,000 
Camp Hemlocks 100 
LCIF/Melvin Jones 1.000 
District Pride 100 
Diabetes Awareness 100 
Peace Poster Contest 250 
Drug Aware/Youth Development 100 
Speech and Hearing 100 
Danbury Low Vision Center 7,000 
Health and Welfare Comm 250 
Eye Glasses 7,700 
Fidelco Guide Dog Fund 1,000 
Henry Abbott Tech Jackets 1,000 
Danbury Fire Prevention Contest 100 
The News Times Campership 1,000 
HCYS/Danbury Bambinos 100 
Ability Beyond Disability 250 
Breakfasts 300 
Lions Charities Scholarship Fund 6,000 
Miscellaneous Other Projects 1,000 
Macular Degeneration 5,000 
Miscellaneous Expenses 450 
Audit 1,450 
CRIS Expenses (1) 8,120 
Westerner's Baseball 250 
President's Projects 2,500 
Total Expense $47,220 

Details of CRIS Budget 

The News Times Subscriptions $   420 
WLAD Fee 2,000 
CRIS Danbury 1,500 
CRIS Radios 1,300 
Telephone 400 
Small Equipment 1,000 
Communications Scholarship 1,500 
Total of CRIS Budget $8,120 

 
Without successful fundraisers, these projects would 
not be possible.  It is extremely important that we sup-
port the Fall Raffle, CRIS/Charity Breakfast and Spring 
Golf Tournament.  The cartridge recycling program is 
also strong, with the last shipment we have raised a 
total of $116.95. 
 
Notes from the Board 

At the November Board of Directors meeting it was re-
ported that our Club contributed $1,671.00 to the 
Katrina Relief Fund. 

Welcome a New Member 

Donna Williams, Manager of the newly opened Savings 
Bank of Danbury branch office in Plumtress Plaza, is 
our newest Lion. Donna was invited to join by PP Beth 
Ann Fetzer.  Please add her to your copy of the roster.  
She can be reached at home by phone at 203-262-
6038 or by e-mail at dwilliams@sbdanbury.com 
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The Spoils of War  

Shattered plexiglass windshields resulting from en-
emy gunfire to British fighter planes during World 
War 11 created a clue to the successful development 
of artificial lenses used in modern-day cataract op-
erations. Dr. Ian Larson, guest speaker at last 
month’s Low Vision Support Group Meeting, went on 
to explain that this material, although structurally 
damaging to the eye, did not cause infection to the 
eye as was true with other types of foreign materials. 
It took years of experimentation and research to 
bring the artificial lenses to their present state, ena-
bling surgeons to perform cataract operations with a 
high degree of success. 

Another stimulating guest speaker arranged by for-
mer Lion Ed Wicks, Dr. Larson, himself a candidate 
for bilateral cataract surgery, evoked a great many 
questions as he related issues confronted during his 
forty-plus years as a “geriatric physician”. A medical 
graduate from the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, 
Dr. Larson began his medical career in this country 
as a member of the faculty at the University of Con-
necticut School of Medicine in 1969 and came to the 
Danbury Hospital in 1976 as the first VP of Medical 
Affairs; he subsequently became the Medical Direc-
tor of the Geriatric Clinic at Danbury Hospital. 

The overflow crowd of low vision support group 
members was treated once more to pastries contrib-
uted by ShopRite of Brookfield and members were 
served by Dottie Wildman and Lou Matthew’s favor-
ite Lion helper, wife Vickie. 

Next month’s program will feature a presentation by 
Cheshire-based Vision Dynamics, which will display 
and describe some of the latest devices used to en-
hance visual capabilities of the visually restricted. 
 

Support Group Learns the Heart of the Matte r 
Most of us can relate to how our automobiles oper-
ate, in a general way, at least. There’s the mechani-
cal part of the vehicle which involves a lot of different 
components working together which causes the ve-
hicle to go; and there’s the electrical system which 
stimulates portions of the mechanical systems and 
prompts them to do certain things at certain times. All 
must work together for top performance. This is not 
unlike the human heart which also involves a me-
chanical portion and an electrical system working 
together to insure the essential blood flow throughout 
the human body. 
Dr. Samuel Felder, noted cardiologist, who is affili-
ated with the Danbury Hospital, drew rapped atten-
tion from a large gathering at the Lions Low Vision 
Support Group meeting at the Danbury Senior Cen-
ter on September 26th, as he outlined in laymen’s 
terms, how this wonderful organ works year after 
year after year, and often without much care of atten-
tion. But like our autos, age, disease or injury will 
eventually cause this magnificent machine to de-
velop problems. Modern medicine has come a long 
way in recent years to help cope with some of these 
problems and Dr. Felder made particular note of the 
increasing and successful use of pacemakers as a  
stimulate for strong and rhythmic heartbeat. 
A very lively and animated question and answer ses-
sion followed Dr. Felder’s presentation and all 
agreed that this was one of the most interesting and 
informative presentations made to the Lions Low Vi-
sion Support Group. 
Former Lion and LV Support Group Program Chair-
man Ed Wicks made the arrangements for Dr. Felder 
to be our speaker as he has done for many of our 
speakers during the past year.  
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Dr. Samuel Felder, right, shows Lion Joe Hornak the difference in the 
hockey puck- size of the pacemaker of twenty years ago compared to 
the half dollar-size of today’s pacemaker. 

Dr. Ian Larson illustrates a point to the October 24 membership of the 
Lions Low Vision Support Group 
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Officers 

Kate Shea………………….…IPP 
Lyn Meyers .......................... Pres 
Helene Thompson............. 1st VP 
Keith Beaver ....................2nd VP 
Tina Prescott……………....3rd VP 
Bob Lovell .................... Secretary 
Kurt Miller..................... Treasurer 
Scott LeRoy  ………...Tail Twister 
Chris White ................Lion Tamer 

Directors 

Frank Molinaro .................... 1 Yrs 
Warren Levy........................ 1 Yrs 
Joan Bielizna………….........2 Yrs 
Ken Saloom………………    2 Yrs 
Tom Nolan…………………..3 Yrs 
Eric Nadeau………………...3 Yrs 
Fran Evans...............Membership 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Frank Molinaro ...... Jottings Editor 
Nancy Lavers…..Associate Editor 
 

Lions Club of Danbury, Inc. 
Post Office Box 461 
Danbury, CT 06813-0461 

On a Sad Note  

Fellow Lions:  

I am sorry to tell you that Brij Lal died this past Sunday 
afternoon, November 20th. He was attended by his 
wife Dorothy and it was a peaceful death. 

Brij had been suffering with cancer that spread to his 
hips and spine and had been both hospitalized and in 
a convalescent home for the past month and a half.  

There was a memorial service at ST Stephen's Epis-
copal Church in Ridgefield on Sunday afternoon, No-
vember 27th, at 3:30 p.m. There was no mass, just a 
memorial service. 

Dorothy asked that no flowers be sent but the necrol-
ogy service was held.  

Brij was cremated and his ashes will eventually reside 
in Dorothy's family plot in Charleston.  

Condolences can be sent to Dorothy Lal 55 Prospect 
Street, Apt 2,  Ridgefield, CT 06877, telephone 203-
431-2149.  

As is customary, we will continue to send a copy of the 
Jottings to Dorothy in Brij’s memory. 

Lyn Meyers 

President 

Futu re Speakers and Programs  

Nov 26 – Dec. 24 Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
Dec 15 Identifying Depression,  by the 
  Danbury Hospital 
Dec 18 Gift Wrapping at Borders 
Dec 22 Rotary Club joint meeting and Low Vision 
  Support Group Christmas Party 
Dec 29 Looking for Adventure, Howard Tolley 
Jan 5 Juvenile Diabetes Program 
Feb 3,4,5 Mid-Winter Conference 
Feb 26 LCIF Benefit 
Mar 10 U N Day 
Apr 29 World Wide Induction Day 
May19 -21 State Convention 
Jun 30-Jul 4 Lions International Convention 

CRIS/Lions Charities Breakfast 
More than 30 tables were purchased and several hun-
dred persons attended the breakfast on Wednesday 
morning at the Amber Room Colonade. Kate Shea and 
Ken Saloom put together a tremendous program.  
Please congratulate them both when you see them. 

For the third month this year, no one has come for-
ward to cover the mailing cost of the Jottings.  If you 
or your company is interested, the cost is $48.10 per 
issue. Please contact the Editor if you are interested in 
being the sponsor for any given month. 


