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Not above you, not beneath you, but with you. October 2005

Dear Lion Lyn,

As | write you this month, | first want to let you know
how proud | am to be a Lion. Once again, Lions
around the world immediately came to the aid of vic-
tims of a natural disaster. Lions instantly mobilized
and started helping victims of Hurricane Katrina. Lions
around the world are committed to the long haul and
will be there for months and years to help communities
rebuild.

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/anchor2060142

The need for Lions has never been greater than it is
today. Lions are still helping communities rebuild from
the tsunami and Campaign SightFirst Il will continue
Lions efforts to eradicate preventable blindness.
These continued activities of Lions show, as never
before how Lions are called to make a difference. And
the more we are asked to serve the more important it
is for us to bring additional hands to serve. The more
we serve, the more we need others to join us. The
Passion to Grow program is the desire for your club to
make a bigger difference to the your community. Your
encouragement and leadership is needed so that your
club may make a bigger difference to its community.

http://www.lions-tsunami.org/index.php3

In closing, | wish you the best support and encour-
agement on your efforts. Below you will find some
relevant information to keep in mind as you approach
the coming weeks.

With thanks and gratitude, yours truly,

Dr. Ashok Mehta
International President
Lions Clubs International

Peace Poster Contest

Deadline for purchasing this year's Peace Poster con-
test kit is October 1, 2005 . "Peace Without Borders"
is the theme of the 2005-06 Peace Poster Contest.
Lion’s clubs can sponsor the program in their commu-
nity for children in local schools or organized spon-
sored youth groups. Students, ages 11, 12 or 13 on
November 15, 2005, are eligible to participate.
Through the contest, students are encouraged to visu-
ally depict their interpretation of the contest's theme

Year Round Growth The Year-Round Growth pro-
gram is designed to support clubs in their efforts to
invite and retain quality new members. To help your
club in its efforts to invite new members consider using
one or a combination of the winning Best Practice
Ideas. Click here to review the top seven 2004-05
Best Practice ldeas.

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/pdfs/vbye102.pdf

Because a sponsor and the club are so important to a
new Lions experience, the International Board of Di-
rectors and | want to recognize the efforts of our fellow
Lions. To do this the Year-Round Growth program
has been restructured to provide the following:

A letter from the International President
to the sponsor.

At the close of the fiscal year a Member-
sh|p Excellence Lapel Pin will automatically be sent to
club secretaries for distribution to Lions who sponsor
three or more new members during a given fiscal year.

Clubs that bring in the required number of
members in their category will receive a Year-Round
Growth Membership Excellence Banner patch.

o] Clubs with 21 or fewer members: bring in 3 or
more new members

o] Clubs with 22-40 members: brings in 5 or more
new members

o] Clubs with 41 or more members: bring in 8 or
more new members

The top three (one from each of the three
club size categories) from each constitutional area that
add the greatest number of new members and exhibit
positive net growth during the fiscal year will be pre-
sented with a Lions Clubs International flag set.

For more information on the Year-Round Growth pro-
gram e-mail the Membership Operations Department
at Memberops@lionsclubs.org .

Roster Changes

We try to continually update the roster but without the
cooperation of every member, it is a near impossible
task to be 100% accurate. Included with this issue of
the Jottings is the most current Club roster. Please re-
view it and should you find your phone, fax or e-mail
address to be incorrect, please notify the editor and/or
the Club Secretary by phone or e-mail so that a correc-
tion can be made for the next quarter.

|
Jungle Jottings

Serving the Danbury Community Since 1927




. LV SUPPORT GROUP LEARNS
FROM BESB SPOKESPERSON

The Board of Education and Services for the Blind
(BESB) is the Connecticut State Agency that provides
a comprehensive range of services to all adults who are
“legally Blind” and children who are visually impaired.
Legal blindness is defined as “vision with correction of
20/200 or less in the better eye or a vision field of less
than 20 degrees.” People who are legally blind typically
retain partial vision and can be helped with provisions
of low vision rehabilitation such as is available at the
Lions Low Vision Center at 235 Main St. in Danbury.

Marsha Brown, a BESB representative, spoke to our
Low Vision Support Group  in August, regarding legal
benefits which are available to those who qualify and
also on the subject of the American Disabilities Act,
federal legislation designed to provide safeguards
against discrimination to those citizens with various
types of disabilities.

Ms. Brown will be conducting a series of classes at the
Danbury Senior Center entitled Independent Living
Services Program which is keyed to serious vision
loss and the aging process.

DATES TO REMEMBER

10/06/05 - 2005 Lions Raffle to begin
10/28/05 — “The Malt Shop Mystery”
11/21/05 — November Board Meeting
12/07/05 - CRIS Breakfast

Nolan Notes

A total of 45 friends of Tom and Dorothy Nolan (Lions
and companions, Union Savings Board Members and
three occupational Therapists from our Danbury Hospi-
tal Low Vision Center) enjoyed a wonderful dinner and
evening at “Two Steps Downtown Grille” on Wednes-
day September 21, 2005. Tom and Dorothy were mar-
ried on September 10, 2005 and we wanted to help
them celebrate their lives together.

John Allen water toasted the newly married couple.
Howard Blayney read a letter from George Good in
recognizing their marriage and the wonderful work that
Tom has done with the Danbury Lions Low Vision Pro-
ject. Jack also read a letter from Cousin Timothy in Ire-
land. We ended the evening with a cake that Tom and
Dorothy cut for us to enjoy.

We wish all the best to you Tom and Dorothy Nolan in
your marriage.

By Howard Blayney

See photo on page 3
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Katrina Update

| received the following letter from IPP Clem Kusiak on
the Lions relief efforts.

Dear Lion Frank,

Donations are pouring into LCIF to aid victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. Every day we also receive numerous re-
ports of how Lions nationwide are assisting the relief
effort. Hundreds, if not thousands, of clubs have col-
lected and transported goods, provided services for
evacuees, raised funds or even traveled to the Gulf
Coast to lend a hand. Here are just a few examples.

A 14-person Lions Disaster team from Nevada ands
California loaded up pickup trucks and motor homes
with food, clothing and supplies, headed east to Missis-
sippi and set up a central command post at the Gulfport
Lions Deaf Center. Quickly realizing that families in
need had no way to come to them, the Lions broke up
into four-person teams and traveled deep into rural ar-
eas to deliver supplies. Grateful recipients said the Li-
ons were the first relief personnel they had seen. The
Lions, who had to battle hordes of nasty mosquitoes,
also helped the distressed residents with debris re-
moval.

The Waverly Lions Club in lowa is gathering 1,000
pounds of construction-related tools and supplies such
as hammers, saws, nails and screwdrivers for a Lions
warehouse in Mobile, Ala., that is serving hurricane vic-
tims. Other clubs in the Waverly Club’s zone were chal-
lenged to match that amount.

Spearheaded by the Liberty Lions Club, many Lions
clubs in Indiana filled a semi-tractor truck with food,
clothing, baby supplies and toilet paper and had a
trucker drive it to the Lions’ warehouse in Mobile.

Lions from District 2-S2 in the Houston area provided
vision screenings for 3,000 evacuees at the Reliant
Center and the George R. Brown Convention Center in
Houston. About 2,000 of those screened were fitted
with replacement eyeglasses. LensCrafters and Wal-
Mart partnered with Lions on the Lions Eyeglasses for
Katrina Evacuees Project. The Lions Eye Bank of
Texas trailer is now being used to reach evacuees in
other locations who may need eyeglasses. Lions from
District 2-S2 in the Houston area provided vision
screenings for 3,000 evacuees at the Reliant Center
and the George R. Brown Convention Center in Hous-
ton. About 2,000 of those screened were fitted with re-
placement eyeglasses. LensCrafters and Wal-Mart
partnered with Lions on the Lions Eyeglasses for
Katrina Evacuees Project. The Lions Eye Bank of
Texas trailer is now being used to reach evacuees in
other locations who may need eyeglasses.




International Convention Update

Due to the devastation cased by Hurricane Katrina, the
2006 Lions International Convention scheduled for July

10 — 14 in New Orleans has been rescheduled for June with GUEST SPEAKER
30 — July 4™ in Boston. Not only is this convention a
change in venue, it is a change from the normal mid- IMMEDIATE PAST DISTRICT

week convention to a weekend. This change will allow
for a greater participation by New England Lions if not GORVERNOR
Lions from around the Country. | have no other details

at this writing but | am sure by the next issue Internation- DISTRICT 23B
al will have published dates for the International Parade,
CT Teenage Dance, Plenary Sessions and vote on the
Nominees for 2™ VP and International Directors.

By having this 2006 Convention in Boston, all Danbury

Lions should take note: No plane, no rental car, just DATE: Saturday November 19. 2005
registration, hotel, meals and entertainment. This fact ’ ’

makes this convention more affordable than many of our TIME: 1:30 P.M.
past conventions. _
PLACE: Asia Garden

Registration forms are on the web site. Visit our web

site at www.danburylions.org/ and go to the link for 143 Fe_deral Road
International. Then click on conventions or see Joan BI’OOker|d, CT 06804
Bielizna our Convention Chairman. (Shoprite p|aza)

If you have not yet attended an International Convention, PRICE: $10.00 Per Person
this one is the best opportunity you will have. Luncheon Menu

Crime and Merriment Beverages Extra

The time is fast approaching for “The Malt Shop . .
Mystery”. Join with your fellow Danbury Lions, friends RSVP: Seamus Walsh, Membership Chair
and guests on Friday, October 28" at The Sheraton Union Savings Bank

Hotel for a night filled with good food and an interactive

Murder Mystery. The cost is $40.00 per person. Prizes 860-210-2041

will be awarded for the fest 50’s attire. For reservations
please call 3" VP Tina Prescott at 203-743-6549.

Fall Raffle

First VP Helene Thompson is in the process of distrib-
uting the tickets for our fall raffle. If you don’t have
yours, please contact Helene at 775-3291

The prizes are as follows:
1 prize — 42" Panasonic Hight Definition Television. It's
value is $3,500.00
2" prize - $2,000 gift certificate redeemable at Holton
Travel on White Street
3" prize - $1,000 gift card redeemable at any Mobil/
Exxon Station.

The drawing will be held on Thursday, January 5, 2006
at 1:00 pm following our noon luncheon at the Holiday
Inn.

Sales will be limited to 2,500 tickets. Winner need not
be present to win but is responsible for any tax liability
incurred.

Newlyweds Tom and Dot Nolan at the dinner in their
honor at Two Steps Downtown Grille.
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SUPPORT PERSON NEEDED FOR SELF
ADVOCATE

| been asked by Chad Sinanian that he needs a support
person to accompany and support him to his SELF
ADVOCATES BECOMING EMPOWERED (SABE)
Board of Directors Meeting scheduled from November
9" thru the 13" in Las Vegas, Nevada.

All of the support person’s expenses are covered by the
funds that Chad has raised for his advocacy work.

The responsibilities of the support person would be as
follows: Making sure Chad stays awake during the
meetings, helping Chad take notes during the meet-
ings, making sure Chad eats light meals, helping Chad
cross the streets safely and helping Chad in and out of
the airplane and public conveyences.

Chad’s advocacy work is his livelihood and he’ll ap- New Member Tom Bushey following his induction into
preciate any assistance given him the Lions Club of Danbury standing with President Lyn

Meyers and Past President Fran Evans, his sponsor.

If you are interested, Qlease call Jean Bowen, the ad-

visor of CT People 1°" at 203-792-3540 or Todd For the second month in a row no one has come for-
Rogotzke of Chad'’s direct care staff at 203-791-1115. ward to cover the mailing cost of the Jottings. If you

or your company is interested, the cost is $48.10 per
Editors note: Chad regularly attends our annual steak issue. Please contact the Editor if you are interested
roast and has been one of our luncheon speakers in the in being the sponsor for any given month.

nast.

Lions Club of Danbury, Inc.
Post Office Box 461
Danbury, CT 06813-0461
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Kate Shea......................... IPP

Lyn Meyers ........ccceeeeieeennnn. Pres
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Keith Beaver ..........c......... 2nd VP
Tina Prescott................... 3" vp
Bob Lovell ...........ccue. Secretary
Kurt Miller................... Treasurer
Scott LeRoy ............ Tail Twister
Chris White ................ Lion Tamer

Directors

Frank Molinaro.................... 1Yrs
Warren Levy......ccccoeeeiiiinnne 1Yrs
Joan Bielizna.............c.c...... 2Yrs
OpeN...coviiii e e 2Yrs
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Fran Evans............... Membership
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