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Lions Club of Danbury  

 

1
st
 Vice District Governor Lion Lyn Meyers, 

Membership Chair Lion Frank Molinaro, and 

Webmaster Lion Ernie Harrington in 

International Convention ñattireò at the June 

Installation Dinner. 

News from the Front  
 

PP (Past President) Christopher Burns is 

serving our country once again in the military. 

Membership Chair and PP Frank Molinaro 

recently corresponded with Lion Chris via 

email and Chris shared the following with us:  

 

ñEverything is going well. I am working for the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Deputy Director for 

Special Operations Counter Terrorism or J3/7 in 

military terms. Very busy job as the title would 

suggest. I will finish up around middle of Oct 

and hope to be back working on Wall St at that 

point if the economy has picked up if not will 

continue to do military work until things get 

better. 

 

Also spent 3 months as the Senior Advisor to 

Republic of Korea Special Forces in South 

Korea before I came to Washington. 

 

 Say hello to everyone and hope the club is 

doing well. Cathy (Lion Chrisôs wife who is 

also a Lion) had a great time at the golf 

tournament and mentioned she picked up a few 

things in the raffle and auction.ò 

 

The Danbury Lions Club is proud of PP Chrisôs 

ongoing service to our country. ¤ 

 

 

 

District 23A ID Candidate  
 

On July 14
th 

we in District 23A elected PDG 

Rose Marie Spatifore as our candidate to run 

against District 23B Carolyn Messier and 

District 23C Art Davies for International 

Director. We wish ID Candidate Rose Marie 

best of luck on November 13
th
! ¤ 

PDG Rose Marie Spatifore, our District 23A 

candidate for Lions International Director, and 

Special Convention Director PP Frank Molinaro 
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BERNIõS 

CORNER 

Immediate Past President (IPP)  

Bernadette Kallas receiving flowers of 

thanks from the Club at her last official 

Club meeting on June 24th. Well done 

Lion Bernie (IPP)!¤ 

 

1st Woman Chairman, Greater 
Danbury Chamber of Commerce  

-News Times, July 14, 2010 (abridged) 

In 1990, Diane Yamin became the first 

female judge of probate for the Danbury 

Probate Court in its more than 250-

year history. In 1991, she was one of six 

women to become the first female members 

of the Lions Club of Danbury, which was 

founded in 1927. She has been an attorney at 

the law firm of Yamin & Yamin in Danbury 

since 1990 and a director of the chamber 

since 2004.  

Yamin said she enjoys the aspect of her 

probate job that helps families and children 

and thinks that experience will help her in 

leading the chamber's 25-member board."In 

my role as chairman, I see myself as a  

                Continued to next columnéYamin 
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mediator to get people to communicate better," 

she said. 

Aside from advocating for local businesses and 

strengthening chamber recruitment and retention 

efforts, one of Yamin's goals as board chairman is to 

create a women's forum. "We are hoping to bring 

women business leaders in the community together, 

and to increase the membership of women 

entrepreneurs and business owners in the chamber," 

said Yamin. 

Yamin, a Danbury resident and a Danbury High 

School graduate, has been a community volunteer all 

her life, starting in middle school as a candy striper at 

Danbury Hospital. She was chairman of the mayor's 

task force on the 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness 

and serves on the advisory board of Western 

Connecticut's Institution for Financial Literacy. She 

serves on the Danbury Housing Partnership, and is co-

chairman of the board of directors of the Christian 

Community Outreach Ministries, which is part of the 

Jericho Partnership in Danbury. 

While Yamin believes women have made great strides 

in the business community, "We still have a little bit of 

catching up to do when it comes to having high roles 

in business," she said, adding, "Only a few CEOs in 

Fortune 500 companies are women." 

The mother of two grown daughters, she said it's 

challenging for women to achieve top roles since they 

must successfully balance family and business. 

"I strongly believe that in order to have a successful, 

fulfilled life, women need a balance of four aspects -- 

spirituality, family, work, and health and exercise."I 

believe every woman can do this," said Yamin, who 

four years ago resumed studying ballet, which she had 

studied from second grade until she entered 

law school. 

Yamin said she has great passion for Connecticut and 

especially for Danbury. "As a third-generation                    

Continued to page 3é.Yamin              
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Officers 2010-11 

Bernadette Kallas............................................. IPP 

Joan Bielizna .......................................... President 

Michael Kallas............................................. 1st VP 

Helga Ruopp .............................................. 2nd VP 

Stephanie Jacobson ..................................... 3rd VP 

Keith Beaver ........................................... Secretary 

W. Mark Stirling ................................... Treasurer 

Frans Boetes ....................................... Lion Tamer 

Robert Young ..................................... Tail Twister 

Directors 

Thomas Nolan ......................................... one year 

Warren Levy ........................................... one year 

Robert Lovell ......................................... two years 

Lisa Cerbone-Montalto ......................... two years 

Regina Ebling Ofiero ........................... three years 

Deborah Benedict................................ three years 

Frank Molinaro ....................... membership chair 

~~~~~~~~  

James A. Allen ............................................. Editor 
Frances J. Evans ............................ Assistant Editor 
Ernest Harrington .............................. Webmaster 
www.danburylions.org ............................ Website 
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 Danburian, I have a great love for the city 

because it is a beautiful place to live. "And 

although it is a large city, it has a strong sense of 

community and caring. There are many circles 

of people who volunteer their time selflessly, 

whether through nonprofit organizations, 

churches or the volunteer bureau. "Danbury has 

leaders who truly care about the city," she said.  

Gov. M. Jodi Rell, who has known Yamin for 

nearly 20 years, said, "Dianne Yamin is well 

known and well respected around the state as a 

judge of probate, and her commitment to the 

Danbury area is complete.  

"She is a smart, articulate woman," Rell said, 

"whose experience has given her a special 

insight on matters involving children and the 

other issues that bring families to probate court. 

Her passion and compassion are remarkable." 

Stephen Bull, president of the Greater Danbury 

Chamber of Commerce, said, "I'm very pleased 

Dianne has been elected as chairman. I have 

worked with her for many years, and in so many 

ways she's the right person at the right time for 

the Chamber." Bull added, "She has the respect 

of area business people, which speaks volumes 

about her being chairman."¤ 

 
 

 
June Street Cleaning  Lions: Bob Lovell, 

Chairman Keith Beaver, IPP Bernie Kallas, Regina 

Ofiero, Mike Kallas, Jim Leheny, Fran Evans (not 

in photo) 

Save the 3
rd
 Saturday of August for the next street 

cleaning, 7:30 A.M., Hatters Town Park parking lot. 

It takes one hour or less depending on how many 

folks we have to pick up the litter. Come! ¤ 

http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22M.+Jodi+Rell%22
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Newly elected 3

rd
 Vice-President Stephanie 

Jacobson. As part of her duties Lion Stephanie is 

our Clubôs Program Coordinator. If you have a 

speaker in mind let 3
rd
 VP Stephanie know! And 

donôt forget to let VP Stephanie know if you want 

to attend the Annual Steak Roast on August 12
th
!¤ 

 
Donna Meyer, Danbury Regional Child 

Advocacy Centerôs Forensic Interviewer with 3
rd

 

VP Mike Kallas at our July 8, 2010 meeting. 

FORENSIC EXPERT ADDRESSES 

DANBURY LIONS ON CHILD 

ABUSE 

 
On July 8, Ms Donna Meyer addressed us on the 

prevalence of child abuse and the measures taken 

to combat and prosecute it. The incidence of child 

abuse is alarming. Ms Meyer estimates that 25%  

               Continued to next columnéABUSE 
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of all girls before age 14 and 16% of all boys 

before the age of 16 are subject to abuse. 

Most alarming is that 23% of victims are 

under 6. About 96% of all victims know 

their predator from some other relationship. 

This level is simply outrageous in a society 

that has as a core belief the individual rights 

and health of all its citizens, and raises some 

troubling questions about the status of 

families and their children. 

 

Ms Meyer addressed our concerns with the 

solid and successful measures taken to 

determine and prosecute these crimes. She is 

a well know forensic interviewer with a great 

degree of experience and competence. We 

owe her thanks for taking up this daunting 

but important cause. 

 

In forensic interviewing a child is brought 

before her with state police behind a one-

way mirror. This means that the childôs 

statements are admissible in court as well as 

Ms Meyerôs judgment on their credibility. 

However, securing testimony is sometimes 

exceedingly difficult given the childôs age 

and development. Certain props, such as 

anatomical dolls, are sometimes necessary to 

use during the forensic interview process. 

Some children lack the vocabulary to 

compose cogent testimony and their 

statements are problematic. Nevertheless, 

forensic interviewers can judge from 

repeating questions in a different format, the 

childôs spontaneity, and their identification 

of the predators. Sometimes, a picture jogs 

the childôs memory, but this can cause 

obvious hurt and embarrassment to the child. 

A divorce may enable a child to separate his 

or her feelings about someone involved. 

 

Ms Meyer tries to maintain impartiality in 

interviews. She knows that the eliciting of 

                     Continued to page 5éABUSE 
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necessary testimony is challenging, but from 

her experience, certain variables indicate 

whether the child is testifying correctly. Ms 

Meyer makes a judgment based on the level of 

detail, the use of sense expressions, and context 

in which the testimony is offered. Also, she 

evaluates the nature of the relationship with the 

predator. Those factors are very indicative of 

the crime. 

 

In todayôs society often language barriers 

appear. Ms Meyer is fluent in Spanish and there 

are forensic experts available for other 

languages. 

 

We are all shocked by the ongoing prevalence 

of this crime. Ms Meyer is a testament of how 

we are combating this awful practice. ¤ 

 
 

 

 
Low Vision Support Group Guest Speaker on 

June 28
th
 Dr. Bruce Altman with Brookfield 

Lion Gurski and Danbury Lion Evans. 

Glaucoma: Prevalence, Risk 
Groups, Treatments  

 
Dr. Bruce Altman graduated Phi Beta Kappa 

from Wesleyan University in 1982 and from 

the University of Pennsylvania School of 

Medicine in 1986 and presently practices with 

the Danbury Eye Physicians and Surgeons. He 

is presently the head of the Connecticut 

Glaucoma Society. 

 

       Continued to next columnéGLAUCOMA 
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GLAUCOMA 

 

There are over three million people with  

Glaucoma in the United States, one million of 

whom are unaware that they have the disease. 

 

There are five types of glaucoma: 

1. Primary open-angle glaucoma (POAG), 

the most common 

2. Angle-closure 

3. Congenital 

4. Childhood 

5. Secondary (trauma, steroids) 

Glaucoma occurs when fluid accumulates and 

the drain process in the eye doesnôt work. 

Medications can treat and control the eye 

pressure but there is no cure. Doctors measure 

the eye pressure for each individual and find 

the average for that person when considering 

the medication(s) to prescribe. 

 

Groups at risk: 

¶ Elderly (after 40 routine eye exams are 

needed) 

¶ African-Americans 

¶ Individuals with: 

-elevated IOP (intraocular pressure) 

-1
st
 degree relative with glaucoma 

-high degree of myopia, maybe 

-diabetes, maybe 

 

Screening for POAG includes IOP 

measurements plus optic disc (back of the eye) 

evaluation and a visual field test to check the 

periphery vision which when effected is also an 

early sign of glaucoma. The Goldman 

tonometry (the blue light used when youôre 

sitting in the exam chair) includes anesthetizing 

the eye so that a light touch to the eye to 

measure the pressure and photo the back ñcupò 

of the interior of the eye and optic nerve size 

can be part of the diagnosis. Early treatment of 

glaucoma helps to lower the pressure and the 

potential for blindness if not diagnosed.  
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Treatment works to halt the progression of 

damage. 

 

A summary of the Questions and Answers at 

the end of Dr. Altmanôs presentation included: 

× With aging multiple eye issues are 

occurring so treatments for one issue 

may not improve vision because of the 

other issues, e.g. cataracts, 

× Removing cataract wonôt generally 

make macular degeneration worse. 

Activities of daily living (ADL) are part 

of the discussion with your doctor, 

× Amblyopia in children- protect the good 

eye 

× Glasses donôt help cataracts, sunglasses 
help general eye health 

× There are eye conditions that canôt be 
fixed 

× There is no new information on dry 

macular degeneration; Dr. Altmanôs 

office is involved in clinical research in 

this area. 

 

 
 

June/ July Speakers  

 

June 24, 2010: Financial Advisor Tom Arconti 

with 3
rd
 VP Mike Kallas 

 

July 1, 2010: Chief of Orthopedic Surgery, 

Danbury Hospital Dr. Ron Tietjen with 1st VP 

Mike Kallas 

 
July 15, 2010: Lion Eric Gottschalk, 

Photographer, Artist with 3
rd
 VP Stephanie 

Jacobson 


