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Lions Club of Danbury  

Haiti and Lions                          
A Message from Lions Club International 

Foundation 

Dear Lions, 

A powerful 7.0 earthquake ravished the island 

nation of Haiti on the evening of Tuesday, 

January 12. Much of the capital city of Port-au-

Prince has been destroyed. It's estimated that 3 

million people, nearly one-third of the country's 

population, has been affected by the earthquake. 

The casualty numbers are not known at this time, 

but significant loss of life is feared. Rescue 

efforts remain ongoing at this time. 

LCIF is responding to the Haiti earthquake. We 

are in contact with Lions leadership in the area to 

assess the situation and determine immediate 

relief needs. A US$50,000 Major Catastrophe 

Grant has already been awarded to support 

immediate disaster relief efforts.  

When catastrophes occur, LCIF and Lions 

answer the call for help.  I have seen first hand 

the impact large-scale devastation has on 

communities. Homes, schools, hospitals are 

destroyed and lives are often lost. Through our 

efforts, we are able to bring hope and healing, 

even if it's just a little bit, to people who are in 

such desperate need. 

I ask that you help support LCIF disaster relief 

efforts in Haiti by making a contribution. A 

designated fund, "LCIF Haiti Earthquake 

Relief", has been established for donations for 

this disaster. It's through Lions' commitment to  

Continued to next columnéé....Haitié 

Continued from previous columnéHaiti  

serving those in need that those suffering 

from the earthquake's devastation will 

receive some sense of normalcy.  

Yours in Lionism, 

Al Brandel 

LCIF Chairperson 

 

 

 

ñBe of good cheer. Do not think of 

today's failures, but of the success that 

may come tomorrow. You have set 

yourselves a difficult task, but you will 

succeed if you persevere; and you will 

find a joy in overcoming obstacles. 

Remember, no effort that we make to 

attain something beautiful is ever lost.ò 

 

                              -Helen Keller 
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Hi, Fellow Lions. Happy New Year! 

 

With the New Year, my thoughts go out to the 

outstanding contributions made by Danbury 

Lions in 2009. Also, I recall the Speakers and 

Organizers of events that we have come to 

enjoy so much. I thought I would summarize 

the 2009 happenings and give us a perspective 

on what can be done in 2010, only better. 2009 

shows we are Lions and WE SERVE. 

 

In January we continued our prime Lions 

commitment to Sight. Lions such as Tom 

Nolan served the Low Vision Program, the 

Low Vision Support Group, CRIS, and the 

joint program with Lenscrafters to give free 

eyeglasses to community members in need. 

The donation of used eye glasses does so much 

for the impoverished parts of the world, and 

who can forget Connecticutôs particular 

charity, CLERF. 

 

We sold many Annual Raffle Tickets to aid all 

our activities such as scholarships for high 

school students in Danbury. We prepared for 

the Mid-Winter Convention and continued to 

have great speakers. Franz Boetes, a new Lion, 

gave us a fascinating history of his quest to 

restore naval ships and particularly those with 

a proud history of service in Americaôs wars. 

Lenscrafters' local manager spoke about the 

wonderful results of our partnership with them. 

We learned the long-time editor of the Jungle 

Jottings, Nancy Manion, would retire to 

Florida to begin a new chapter in her life.   

 

 

    BERNIõS CORNER 
The Year in 

Review 

Continued from previous columnéBerni 

 

In February , at the Mid-Winter convention, 

Lion Lyn Meyers was elected the first 

Second Vice District Governor for District 

23-A and deservedly so. He is a past 

president of our Club, past Zone 5 Chairman, 

Knight of the Blind, a progressive Melvin 

Jones Fellow, a recipient of an International 

Presidentôs award, District 23-A CLERF 

Chairman, and the Treasurer of the Danbury 

Lions. Nominating speeches were made by 

Danbury Lions President Jerry Hoffman and 

Membership Chairman Frank Molinaro. We 

are very proud of Lion Lyn. 

 

In March , Lion Jim Allen took over as 

Editor of the Jottings and received solid 

backup by Webmaster Ernie Harrington. We 

saw the First Annual Visually Impaired 

Persons Fishing Tournament, sponsored by 

Connecticut Lions. 

 

Also in March, International President Al 

Brandel welcomed new Lions with a Global 

Induction Day for Lions from Connecticut, 

New York, and New Jersey and over 470 

Lions attended. Nominations were made for 

Directors and Officers of Danbury Lions and 

with the coming of better weather; we saw 

the first Street Cleaning and our Annual Tree 

Planting. There was also the creation of a 

new and better Lions International Web site.  

The Cubs beat the Pride for the Attendance 

Contest and earned a dinner at the expense of 

the Pride. Speakers included representatives 

from Annôs Place, Habitat for Humanity and 

the Danbury Fire Department. 

 

In April , we saw the creation of an ñoasisò 

for Vets at Wesconn and were asked for  

 

Continued to page 3éééé..éé.Bernie 
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Officers 2009-10 

Gerald Hofmann ............................................. IPP 

Bernadette Kallas.................................... President 

Joan Bielizna ............................................... 1st VP 

Helga Ruopp .............................................. 2nd VP 

Michael Kallas............................................. 3rd VP 

Keith Beaver ........................................... Secretary 

Lyn Meyers ........................................... Treasurer 

Regina Ebling Ofiero .......................... Lion Tamer 

Deborah Benedict............................... Tail Twister 

Directors 

Harold Michael ....................................... one year 

Frans Boetes ............................................ one year 

Thomas Nolan ....................................... two years 

Warren Levy ......................................... two years 

Robert Lovell ....................................... three years 

Lisa Cerbone-Montalto ....................... three years 

Frank Molinaro ....................... membership chair 

~~~~~~~~  

James A. Allen ............................................. Editor 
Frances Evansééééééé.Assistant Editor 
Ernest Harrington .............................. Webmaster 
www.danburylions.org ............................ Website 
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contributions out of respect for their service.  

The Annual Golf tournament took place which 

supports so many of our worthwhile charitable 

activities. 

 

In May , Lions strutted in the Memorial Day 

Parade in their Lionsô uniforms, a great show of 

service and coming together. We were introduced 

to a speaker from City Center to tell us about all 

the great forthcoming events to make Danbury 

truly a cultural center. 

We also learned regretfully that our PP Lion 

Helene Thompson would leave us to go the 

Sunshine State in search of less frigid temperatures 

and a relocation of her family. She will be missed. 

 

In June, we announced the winners of our high 

school scholarships, won by students from 

Danbury High, Henry Abbott, and Immaculate. We 

hope these winners will enjoy much success and 

we hope that we have helped them on their way. 

Speaker Mark Hasskral, Director of the Danbury 

Library, told us of the deep resources of the 

Danbury Library and how it is supported by public 

and private grants. Jerry Fitzgerald told us of 

airline issues for passengers and airports and gave 

us tips on air travel. Also in June, the Annual 

Dinner took place and we installed new Directors 

and Offers. PP Lion Lyn Meyers won the Lion of 

the Year award, deeply deserved for all he does. 

 

In July , we gave tribute to CRIS readers and 

acknowledged how that service is so critical to 

listeners and so central to Lionsô philosophy. PP 

Lion Beth Ann Fetzer spoke about the Back to 

School Program which awards school materials to 

deserving school kids. We had presentations by the 

Faith Academy, the Danbury Police Department, 

and the Danbury Fire Department, bringing us up 

to date on their service to our community. 

 

 

Continued to next columné...........Berni 

 

 

ing as part of the Danbury Project Homeless 

Connect. Finishing up the great contributions of 

Danbury Lions for the 2009 year were the Bordersô 

Gift Wrapping project under the leadership of  VP 

Continued from previous columnéBerni 

 

In August, Jerry Hofmann, Immediate Past 

President of Danbury Lions, was elected 

Chairman of CLERF, and told us of the many 

contributions to sight and sight research that 

Connecticut Lions make through CLERF. We 

had the Steak Roast and we learned about the 

National White Cane day, led locally by Lion 

Lou Matthews. 

 

In September/October, the librarian for 

Danbury Hospital Library gave us much 

insight on how reading about medicine could 

enrich 

 
 
Continued to page 4ééééééééBerni 

 

 and PP Lion Fran Evans chaired the Lionsô 
efforts. Led by PP Lion Hugh Morgan, 
Lions took on selling tickets  for Danbury 
High home football games, in fair and foul 
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Continued from page 3éééé..Bernie 

 

our care. The Taste of Danbury took place 

and PP Lion Fran Evans chaired the Lionsô 

efforts. Led by PP Lion Hugh Morgan, 

Lions took on selling tickets for Danbury 

High home football games, in fair and foul 

weather. Lion Jim Allen gave an 

introduction to Medicare. International 

President Eberhard Wirf exhorted us to 

grow the Lions and serve better through 

greater numbers. 

 

In November, a speaker from the VA told 

us about veteranôs rights and resources of 

the VA. The start of Bell Ringing the first 

Saturday after Thanksgiving began the 

holiday season. Lion Howard Blayney, 

Chair of the Finance Committee, spoke 

about new measures to continue the Lionsô 

ability to sustain all the good works we do. 

Our newest Lion, Bob Young, curator of 

Danburyôs cemeteries, enlightened us on 

how gravestones speak of historical, 

cultural, religious, and family themes. 

 

In December, at the height of the holidays, 

we had the Lions Charities Breakfast, 

which was very heavily attended. Speakers 

at our luncheon meetings included IPP 

Lion Jerry Hofmann on behalf of CLERF, 

Lion Josh Reilly on his trip to Europe, 

Shirley Ricart on the charitable works of 

WeCahr, and a presentation about how we 

could aid the cause of homelessness. With 

PP Lion Frank Molinaroôs leadership we 

had a very large team of Lions assisting 

with eye vision screening and testing as 

part of the Danbury Project Homeless 

Connect. Finishing up the great 

contributions of Danbury Lions for the 

2009 year were the Bordersô Gift Wrapping 

project under the leadership of VP Lion  

 

Continued to next columnéé..Berni 

 

 
 
contributions of Danbury Lions for the 
2009 year were the Bordersõ Gift 
Wrapping project under the leadership 

Continued from previous columnéBerni 

 

Joan Bielizna and Lion Roger Schmiedelôs 

multiyear involvement with the Peace Poster 

Contest.  

 

I know I may have inadvertently left out 

some great people and some great 

contributions, but I know Lions serve not for 

the recognition but to make a difference. We 

remember all of you for what you did. I am 

humbly your President and I wanted to thank 

you all for making it a memorable year. I 

look forward to 2010 with great expectations. 

 

                    Yours in Lionism, 

 

                     Berni Kallas, President 

                     Lions Club of Danbury 

                              2009-2010 

 

 

 

Penny Pot  
 

     $6.79 for Sight Saver Day 
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Danbury Museum & Historical 
Society 

Diane Hassan 

Research Specialist             January 7, 2010 

 

On the newly designed homepage for the 

Danbury Museum & Historical Society, 

www.danburymuseum.org, youôll find the 

words ñWhere The Past is Always Present.ò 

 

Recent renovations and improvements to 

Huntington Hall, located on our campus at 43 

Main Street, have made a wealth of materials 

and information more readily accessible and 

available to everyone.  Whether youôre 

working on a family history or scholarly 

research, the wealth of resources housed in 

the archives of the DMHS span our cityôs 

history and its growth from colonial times to 

the present day. 

 

Items in our collections include resources 

such as historical newspapers, city 

directories, city yearbooks, historic maps and 

family surname files.  Early records include 

vital statistics and deeds, census and 

cemetery transcriptions, and grand tax lists.  

 

A unique glimpse of Danburyôs past can be 

captured in the pages of personal journals, 

diaries, business ledgers and family bibles 

that have been donated to the museum since 

its founding in 1946. 

 

Our extensive photo collection offers a look 

at our city; historic homes, Main Street 

businesses, prominent people and precious 

class photos are a few of many categories on 

hand.  Thousands of archive photos tell the 

stories of bygone days and offer a visual 

reference to illuminate the past. 

 

 

Continued to next columnééééDMHS 

Continued from previous columné.DMHS 

 

Having been born here in Danbury and 

now raising a family in the home built by 

my own grandparents, the stories and 

history of Danbury have always been of 

great interest to me personally. 

 

These days, I consider it a great privilege 

to assist visitors who travel from Canada, 

England, California, our own backyard and 

beyond in locating information relevant to 

their family history.  Helping others 

connect with their past is the most 

rewarding part of what I do each day. 

 

As Research Specialist for the DMHS, Iôve 

welcomed graduate students, authors and 

genealogy buffs from all over the globe.  

Recent projects to which our archives have 

contributed include a Masters Thesis about 

James M. Bailey - Danbury resident, Civil 

War Veteran, internationally known author 

and publisher of The Danbury News Time 

and research into the life and family of 

James A. Ryan, Danbury native and son of 

Irish immigrants who went on to graduate 

from West Point and earning the rank of 

Brigadier General in the U.S. Army. 

 

 

 

http://www.danburymuseum.org/
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Zone 5 Chair Addresses 
Danbury Lions Club  

Bob Rascona, Zone 5 Chairman of Lions 

District 23-A of Connecticut, addressed the 

Lions on January 14, 2010, about his 

functions as Zone Chairman. 

 

His area includes Danbury, Brookfield, 

Bethel, New Fairfield,, New Fairfield 

Candlewood Lake, Newtown and Southbury. 

He is responsible for communications up and 

down the line for transmission from and to 

the various clubs and our District, being led 

by Mark Lyon, District 23A Chairman. 

 

He allows the various clubs to share ideas 

and information so as to produce the greatest 

amount of support and activities among the 

clubs. He is a resource for the clubs to learn 

about what is happening in their Zone. He 

focuses particularly on fund raising and 

membership issues. Along with International 

and the District, he is working on new ideas 

to attract membership which is vital to club 

activities. He has a quarterly meeting with  

 

Continued to next columnéé.é..ZONE 5     

Continued from previous columné.ZONE 5  

 

every President, Secretary and Membership 

Chairman of each club to facilitate 

communication. As a result of his activities he 

has a major goal of getting members to step up to 

leadership roles. 

 

He promoted the Mid-Winter Convention which 

starts February 5 as a great way for Lions to keep 

in touch with the other clubs and the District. 

 

Bob is one of those factors which bind the 

various clubs together and we are very grateful 

for his efforts. 

Zone 5 Chairman Bob Rascona, 
President Berni Kallas, and PP and 2nd 

District 23 A VP Lyn Meyers 

The Lions Charities 

Breakfast Net was $14, 776.73! This is an 
increase of $2637.73! 

Thanks go to all the hard work of every 

Danbury Lion in this time of financial 

restraint; we still had the strong support of 
area Clubs and guests. 

 

Annual Raffle Ticket Sales! 
The deadline is coming!  

 
 February 18

th
 is only a few weeks away 

and we need all those tickets sold so we 

can first pay for the prizes and then use the 

remaining money for the charitable 

projects we sponsor and work with each 

year.  

So Sell you Lions, Sell! 
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Session A ð 8:30 ð 10:00  
Á CLERF ð Walnut Hill   

Presenters:  John Bradshaw, Dan DiVirgilio & Jerry Hofmann ð Learn the latest and the 
greatest research and happenings at CT Lions Eye Research Foundation. 

 
Á What is a Quality Club ð Great Hill A   Presenters:  PID Scott Storms & PDG Eric Jacobson ð 

Understanding what your community needs and how your club can help, and other aspects 
to make your club better than it alrea dy is! 

 
Á Coping with a Diabetic Emergency & other Diabetic Health Concerns  ð Great Hill B  

Presenters:  Susan Peak & Bob Bessel ð  
Do you know what to do if you are with somebody when they experience a diabetic shock?  
Get the answers and learn more.  

 
Á Lions Websites &  Lions e-Clubhouse ð Woodruff Hill   

Presenters:  PDG Dan Uitti, Ernie Harrington, Oscar Suarez & Frank Rowe - Every Lions 
Club should help improve our BRAND, "Lions Helping People" by creating and maintaining a 
free website the easy way.   

 
      Continued to page 8ééééééééééé..Midwinter Convention  Seminar Schedule  

Multiple District 23 Mid Winter Conference 2010  Seminars 
Saturday, February 6, 2010 
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            Continued from page 7ééééMidwinter Convention Seminar Schedule  

 
Session B ð 10:15 ð 11:45  
Á LCIF ð Walnut Hill   

Presenters:  PDG Mary Krogh & Ed Haberli ð The Lions Clubs International Foundation 
has interesting things to report to the membership.  
 

Á So You Want To Be a Club Officer ð Great Hill A   
Presenters:  Rick Zappone & Frank Philips ð This seminar will give you a mini snapshot 
on what to expect when you are asked to serve  in a leadership role for your club.  
 

Á Tail Twisting for Fun & Profit ð Great Hill B Presenters:  Terry & Steve Novic ð Time to 
take your current Tail Twisting activities and kick them up a notch!  New ideas and 
activities to get your membership interested in what is happening next!  

 
Á Lions Jeopardy ð Woodruff Hill  

Presenters: Michael Blanchard & Kathy Randall ð An interactive presentation on          
everything the new Lion wants to know about Lions.  Suggested participants ð Lions 

with less than 5 years of  membership 

 
On Friday Evening, join the 1st Vice Governor 

Candidates for the Party of the Year!  
Great Refreshments  

Club Skits 
Dancing to a D.J.  

 
 

Key Note Saturday Luncheon Speaker:  
The Honorable  
M. Jodi Rell,  

Governor of the State of  
Connecticut  

 
 
International Guest :  Past International Director Joe Gaffigan  
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Still time to register for the Mid -Winter Conference! Use the registration form below and 

join the Lions f ellowship and education at Mid -Winter!  


