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A powerful 7.0 earthquake ravished the isla
nation of Haiti on the evening of Tuesda
January 12. Much of the capital city of Part
Prince has been destroyed. It's estimated th
million people, nearly onréhird of the countris
population, has been affected by the earthqui
The casualty numbers are not known at this tir
but significant loss of life is feared. Rescl
efforts remain ongoing at this time.

LCIF is responding to the Haiti earthquake. Vv
are in contact with Liogileadership in the area
assess the situation and determine immed
relief needs. A US$50,000 Major Catastrop
Grant has already been awarded to sup)
immediate disaster relief efforts.

When catastrophes occur, LCIF and Lio
answer the call for dlp. | have seen first han
the impact largescale devastation has ¢
communities. Homes, schools, hospitals
destroyed and lives are often lost. Through «
efforts, we are able to bring hope and heali
even if it's just a little bit, to people wtere in
such desperate need.

| ask that you help support LCIF disaster rel
efforts in Haiti by making a contribution. /
designated fund, "LCIF Haiti Earthquak
Relief’, has been established for donations
this disaster. It's through Liomsdmmitmento

Continued to next coluréné . Haitié =2

Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.

Continued from previous colur@rHaiti
serving those in need that those sufferi
from the earthquake's devastation w
receive some sense of normalcy.

Yours in Lionism,

Al Brandel
LCIF Chairperson

EEnchantedlearning conn
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BERNI &S
The Year in
Review

A
Hi, Fellow Lions. Happy New Year!

With the New Year, my thoughts go out to t|
outstanding contributions made by Danbt
Lions in 20®. Also, | recall the Speakers ar
Organizers of events that we have come
enjoy so much. | thought | would summari.
the 2009 happenings and give us a perspec
on what can be done in 2010, only better. 2(
shows we are Lions alWE SERVE.

In January we continued our prime Lion:
commitment to Sight. Lions such as To
Nolan served the Low Vision Program, ti
Low Vision Support Group, CRIS, and tf
joint program with Lenscrafters to give fre
eyeglasses to community members in ne
The donation of ugskeye glasses does so mu
for the impoverished parts of the world, ai
wh o can forget Cor
charity, CLERF.

We sold many Annual Raffle Tickets to aid ¢
our activities such as scholarships foigh
school students in DanburyVe prepeed for
the Mid-Winter Convention and continued 1
have great speakers. Franz Boetes, a new L
gave us a fascinating history of his quest
restore naval ships and particularly those w
a proud history of
Lenscrafters' lodamanager spoke about tt
wonderful results of our partnership with thel
We learned the longme editor of the Jungle
Jottings, Nancy Manion, would retire t
Florida to begin a new chapter in her life. 4
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Continued from previous colu@rBerni

In February, at the MidWinter convention,
Lion Lyn Meyers was elected the firs
Second Vice District Governor for Distric
23-A and deservedly so. He is a pe
president of our Club, past Zone 5 Chairmi
Knight of the Blind, a progressive Melvi
Jones Fellow, a regient of an Internationa
Presidentos a vhaCLHRF
Chairman, and the Treasurer of the Danb
Lions. Nominating speeches were made
Danbury Lions President Jerry Hoffman a
Membership Chairman Frank Molinaro. W
are very proud of Lion Lyn.

In March, Lion Jim Allen took over as
Editor of the Jottings and received so
backup by Webmaster Ernie Harrington. V
saw the First Annual Visually Impaire
Persons Fishing Tournament, sponsored
Connecticut Lions.

Also in March, International Pregent Al
Brandel welcomed new Lions with a Glob
Induction Day for Lions from Connecticu
New York, and New Jersey and over 4
Lions attended. Nominations were made
Directors and Officers of Danbury Lions ar
with the coming of better weather; wewse
the first Street Cleaning and our Annual Tr
Planting. There was also the creation o
new and better Lions International Web si
The Cubs beat the Pride for the Attendar
Contest and earned a dinner at the expens
the Pride. Speakers includedpresentatives
from Annds Pl ace, H
the Danbury Fire Department.

In April , we saw the cr
for Vets at Wesconn and were asked for

Continued to p3Bgme 3
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Continued from [Bamge 2«
contribuions out of respect for their service.

The Annual Golf tournament took place whic
supports so many of our worthwhile charitat
activities.

In May, Lions strutted in the Memorial Da
Parade in their Lions
service and coming gether. We were introduce
to a speaker from City Center to tell us about
the great forthcoming events to make Danbi
truly a cultural center.

We also learned regretfully that our PP Li
Helene Thompson would leave us to go |
Sunshine State in se&dr of less frigid temperature
and a relocation of her family. She will be misse:

In June, we announced the winners of our hi
school scholarships, won by students frc
Danbury High, Henry Abbott, and Immaculate. V
hope these winners will enjoy muchcsess and
we hope that we have helped them on their w
Speaker Mark Hasskral, Director of the Danbt
Library, told us of the deep resources of t
Danbury Library and how it is supported by pub
and private grants. Jerry Fitzgerald told us
airline issues for passengers and airports and ¢
us tips on air travel. Also in June, the Annt
Dinner took place and we installed new Directc
and Offers. PP Lion Lyn Meyers won the Lion
the Year award, deeply deserved for all he does

In July, we gave ribute to CRIS readers an
acknowledged how that service is so critical
|l i steners and so cent
Lion Beth Ann Fetzer spoke about the Back
School Program which awards school materials
deserving school kids. We had preséotss by the
Faith Academy, the Danbury Police Departme
and the Danbury Fire Department, bringing us
to date on their service to our community.

Continued to next colurén. . Berni.
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In August, Jerry Hofmann, Immediate Pa
President of Danbury Lions, was elatt
Chairman of CLERF, and told us of the ma
contributions to sight and sight research t|
Connecticut Lions make through CLERF. V
had the Steak Roast and we learned about
National White Cane day, led locally by Lio
Lou Matthews.

In SeptemberOctober, the librarian for
Danbury Hospital Library gave us muc
insight on how reading about medicine colt
enrich



Page 4

Continuedfom page Bérdee é

our care. The Taste of Danbury took pla
and PP Lion Fran E
efforts. Led by PP Lion Hugh Morgar
Lions took on selling tickets for Danbur
High home football games, in fair and fo
weather. Lion Jim Allen ga an
introduction to Medicare. Internation:
President Eberhard Wirf exhorted us
grow the Lions and serve better throu
greater numbers.

In November, a speaker from the VA tol
us about veteranos
the VA. The start of Bell Ringg the first
Saturday after Thanksgiving began t
holiday season. Lion Howard Blayne
Chair of the Finance Committee, spo
about new measures
ability to sustain all the good works we d
Our newest Lion, Bob Young, curator «
Danur yés cemeteries
how gravestones speak of historici
cultural, religious, and family themes.

In December; at the height of the holidays
we had the Lions Charities Breakfas
which was very heavily attended. Speak
at our luncheonmeetings included IPF
Lion Jerry Hofmann on behalf of CLERF
Lion Josh Reilly on his trip to Europe
Shirley Ricart on the charitable works
WeCabhr, and a presentation about how
could aid the cause of homelessness. W
PP Lion Frank Npowei
had a very large team of Lions assisti
with eye vision screening and testing

part of the Danbury Project Homeles
Connect. Finishing up the grei
contributions of Danbury Lions for th
2009 year were the

project under théeadershipf VP Lion

Continued to next colunéné . Berni
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JoanBi el i zna and Li ol
multiyear involvement with the Peace Pos
Contest.

I know | may have inadvertently left ou
some great people and some gr
contributions, but | know Lions serve not f
the recognition but to make a difference. v
remember all of you for what you did. | a
humbly your President and | wanted to tha
you all for m&ing it a memorable year.

look forward to 2010 with great expectatior

Yours in Lionism,
Berni Kallas, President

Lions Club of Danbury
20092010

Penny Pot

$6.79 for Sight Saver Day
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Danbury Museum & Historical

Society
Diane Hassan
Research Specialist January 7, 2010
On the newly deigned homepage for th
Danbury Museum & Historical Society
www.danburymuseum.ofg y o u o6l |
words fAWhere The Pa

Recent renovations and improvements
Huntington Hall, located oaur campus at 4:
Main Street, have made a wealth of materi
and information more readily accessible a
avail abl e t o every
working on a family history or scholarl
research, the wealth of resources housec
the archives of the DMHSpsa n o wur
history and its growth from colonial times i
the present day.

Items in our collections include resourc
such as  historical newspapers, ¢
directories, city yearbooks, historic maps a
family surname files. Early records incluc
vital statistics and deeds, census &
cemetery transcriptions, and grand tax lists

A unique glimpse of
captured in the pages of personal journ:
diaries, business ledgers and family bib
that have been donated to the museum s
its founding in 1946.

Our extensive photo collection offers a loc
at our city; historic homes, Main Stre
businesses, prominent people and preci
class photos are a few of many categories
hand. Thousands of archive photos tell 1
stories of bygonedays and offer a visua
reference to illuminate the past.

Continued to next colunéné é é DMHS
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Having been born here in Danbury al
now raising a family in the home built b
my own grandparents, the stories a
history d Danbury have always been
great interest to me personally.

These days, | consider it a great privile
to assist visitors who travel from Canac
England, California, our own backyard ar
beyond in locating information relevant f
their family history  Helping others
connect with their past is the mo
rewarding part of what | do each day.

As Research Speci a

welcomed graduate students, authors
genealogy buffs from all over the glob
Recent projects to which our archivesvh

contributed include a Masters Thesis abt
James M. Bailey Danbury resident, Civil
War Veteran, internationally known authc
and publisher of The Danbury News Tin
and research into the life and family
James A. Ryan, Danbury native and son
Irish immigrants who went on to gradua
from West Point and earning the rank

Brigadier General in the U.S. Army.

DANBURY
Muscum & Historicat

SOCIETY


http://www.danburymuseum.org/

Zone 5 Chairman Bob Rascona,
President Berni Kallas, and PP and 2

District 23 A VP Lyn Meyers

Zone 5 Chair Addresses
Danbury LionsClub

Bob Rascona, Zone 5 Chairman ofohs
District 23-A of Connecticut, addressed tt
Lions on January 14, 2010, about |
functions as Zone Chairman.

His area includes Danbury, Brookfiel(
Bethel, New Fairfield,, New Fairfielc
Candlewood Lake, Newtown and Southbu
He is responsible for comunications up anc
down the line for transmission from and

the various clubs andur District, being led
by Mark Lyon, District23A Chairman.

He allows the various clubs to share ide
and information so as to produce the grea
amount of support andctivities among the
clubs. He is a resource for the clubs to le:
about what is happening in their Zone. |
focuses particularly on fund raising ar
membership issues. Along with Internatior
and the District, he is working on new ide
to attract memérship which is vital to cluk
activities. He has a quarterly meeting with

Continued to n&RNES5 c
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every President, Secretary and Members
Chairman of each «club to facilitat
communication. As aesult of his activities he
has a major goal of getting members to step u
leadership roles.

He promoted the MidWinter Convention which
starts February 5 as a great way for Lions to k
in touch with the other clubs and the District.

Bob is one of hose factors which bind th
various clubs together and we are very grate
for his efforts.

E = s = = =
|

The Lions Charities
|| Breakfast Net was $14, 776.78his is an |||
increase of $2637.73!

||| Thanksgoto all the hard work of every |||
Danbury Lion in this time of financial
restrainf we still had the strong support
||| areaClubs and guests.

EEEEE%

Annual Raffle Ticket Sales!
The deadline is coming!

February 18 is only a few weeks awa
and we need allhose tickets sold so w|
can first pay for the prizes and then use
remaining money for the charitab
projects we sponsor and work with eal
year.

So Sell you Lions, Sell!
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Multiple District 23 Mid Winter Conference 2010 Seminars
Saturday, February 6, 2010

Session Ad8:30 610:00

A CLERRWalnut Hill
Presenters: John Bradshaw, Dan DiVirgilio & Jerry Hofmann & Learn the latest and the
greatest research and happenings at CT Lions Eye Research Foundation.

A What is a Quality Club dGreat Hill A Presenters: PID Scott Storms & PDG Eric Jacobsod
Understanding what your community needs and how your club can help, and other aspects
to make your club better than it alrea dy is!

A Coping with a Diabetic Emergency & other Diabetic Health Concerns &Great Hill B
Presenters: Susan Peak & Bob Bessed
Do you know what to do if you are with somebody when they experience a diabetic shock?
Get the answers and learn more.

A Lions Websites & Lions e-Clubhouse 8 Woodruff Hill
Presenters: PDG Dan Uitti, Ernie Harrington, Oscar Suarez & Frank Rowe- Every Lions
Club should help improve our BRAND, "Lions Helping People" by creating and maintaining a
free website the easy way.

///////////
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Continued f r oMidwnirgCenvehtoe Leminar Schedule

Session Bo10:15 011:45

A LCIFdWalnut Hill
Presenters: PDG Mary Krogh & Ed Haberlid The Lions Clubs International Foundation
has interesting things to report to the membership.

A So You Want To Be a Club Officerd Great Hill A
Presenters: Rick Zappone & Frank Philips d This seminar will give you a mini snapshot
on what to expect when you are asked to serve in a leadership role for your club.

A Tail Twisting for Fun & Profit dGreat Hill B Presenters: Terry & Steve Novic d Time to
take your current Tail Twisting activities and kick them up a notch! New ideas and
activities to get your membership interested in what is happening next!

A Lions Jeopardy 8 Woodruff Hill
Presenters: Michael Blanchard & Kathy Randall d An interactive presentation on
everything the new Lion wants to know about Lions. Suggested participants dLions
with less than 5 years of membership

On Friday Evening, join the 1% Vice Governor
Candidates for the Party of the Year!
Great Refreshments
Club Skits
Dancing to a D.J.

Key Note Saturday Luncheon Speaker:
The Honorable
M. Jodi Rell,
Governor of the State of
Connecticut

International Guest : Past International Director Joe Gaffigan
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Still time to register for the Mid  -Winter Conference! Use the registration form below and
join the Lions f ellowship and education at Mid -Winter!




