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JUNGLE JOTTINGS

Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.

Our organization, CLERF, has enjoyed a
50-year relationship with Yale Medical Center.
Last year, we began “Vision for the Future”; a one
million dollar fund-raising project for the Yale Eye
Center. This, along with additional monies, is
enabling Yale to continue the development of the
three Centers of Excellence in research and clinical

work.
This center grew from a 100 square foot Lo # S %
laboratory staffed by one researcher, to a laboratq '& "$$ "$  #! #
presently consisting of 16,000 square feet, staffed ( ) ¥+ $)
by 40 full time doctors, 18 clerical researchers an¢® » ") $% "% #
25 part time doctors. Great strides have been ma ) #

at the Yale Glaucoma and Macular Degeneration
Eye Center. A third component, the Pediatric Eye )& *

Disease Center has been added to this facility. _ _ _

You have an opportunity to be part of this ~ During the past five years the Lio6$ub Low
dynamic and cutting-edge research and treatment Vision Program has been the recipient of twelve TV-
facility. The new project for the Pediatric Eye type magnifying units (CCTV) which have, in turn,
Disease Center provides Yale Eye Center with a Peen passed on to area resident who have sever vision

complete package of onsite research and treatmenrgstrictions. .
for all eye diseases. As noted in the related photographs, the users

In order to continue this important research @ré now able to read books, magazines, .
we are appealing to you personally to help our ~ correspondence and write checks—activities which
fundraising efforts. The first 300 individuals with they were unable to do prior to the receipt of these
pledges of $1,000.00 or more (payable over 5 Personal readers. These units were contributed to our
the lobby of the Eye Research Center. We are ~ had vision problems or by persons who up-graded to

naming this individual pledge program the “Frienddarger and more sophisticated units. Working closely
of Yale Wall of 300". with the low vision technicians at the Danbury

CLERF and | am inviting you to visit the Yale Eye Particular need for these units are identified and

Center in New Haven, to experience first hand hovffangements are made to have the units delivered to
your donation dollars are being utilized. their home by a member of the Lions Low Vision

We realize this is a difficult economy:. team along with one of the LV technicians. A family

as generously as you are able. Please contact me at  Although the contributed CCTV units are not
geraldjhofmann@aol.coimfyou have any
guestions regarding this important project. $#




My fellow Lions:

Well so far this President has had some interesting happenings. My firseegper
was to look through the waaaaay too creepy firefighters Infrared Detadthen | looked out
at my fellow Lions you all looked like ghosts at a convention. Then | put my hand on the
wall, as many of you also did. To see the hand print still there long after my hand wa
removed was incredible. The temptation to put my nose to the wall was so000 teriiping
life saving technology is awe inspiring. The topper was to sit in the BRT. Tir@atsn's
lingo for Big Red Truck. |don't know how they can drive comfortably with all that
equipment on. | guess comfort is not an issue during a time of emergénEy. SERVE!!

The Steak Roast was a fun food fest. As usual our Streak Chefs Robert and Mike out
did themselves. If | only eat steak once a year, it would be here. The program wabende
guidance of 3rd VP Mike with strong guidance from 1st VP Joan. The rest of the golunte
elves, Regina & Debbie (Dynamic Duo), Frank (Booze Boy), Jerry (Staal, tayn, (Money
man) completed the merry band of party givers. There was a great turnout arethers
brought a number of guests. The food and company was great. | can't wgihgkinbion
steak roast.

| attended my first District meeting, very interesting. The main gaal keep
membership and to expand our number of Clubs, a challenge to all existing clubs and a
daunting task for those wishing to start new ones. | can only encourage our memiagrs to s
faithful and try to bring in some new members to keep our organization interestingand vi

This month was also a time to say farewell to a fellow Lion and Past Presi@ésre
Thompson. Helene led our Club with a great deal of humor and grace. Connecticut's loss is
Florida's gain. We wish you well, Helene, we know you will always be a(Aod a darn
good one, too!)

We are looking forward to an exciting fall. Maybe a Lions road trip could be in the
offering for leaf peeping???? Keep in mind the Taste of Danbury, and if posaibléo
Fran Evans to offer your time.

We are looking forward to seeing more and more of you on Thursdays.
President Berni
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new they are checked out to make sure eachgseo
working condition and since they have been
contributed to our Club, each unit is marked with
notice that it is to be returned to the Club when n
longer needed. New units cost between $1500 an
$3000.

The October monthly meeting of the Lions
Support Group Meeting will feature a display and
presentation by the Vision Dynamics, a Cheshire-
based company which specializes in the sale and
support of these types of units.
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Brookfield Lions in Connecticut wanted to put a different
spin on community service. Dick Cronin says that
members sought a project that served the land as well as
its citizens. Lions were looking for a "hands on" project,
but even they may not have known just how hands-on it
was going to be after Dave Keefe came up with an idea.
He suggested a community garden located on the Gurski
Farm, a historic New England property purchased by the
town in 2002. The beauty of a community garden, Keefe
told Lions, is that it "attracts many different people—from
condo owners, senior citizens, Boy Scouts working on
merit badges and people looking to socialize.” In these
tough economic times, Lions strongly believe that people
will benefit from growing their own small crops of
vegetables.

Mobilization was immediate. They soon realized,
though, that they needed a tool shed in which to keep
donated tools. Converting the farm's old chicken coop
into a storage facility was an easy solution. What they
didn't anticipate was how much hard work was in store for
them. After a crew spread mulch on the soil they'd just
tilled, Cronin says with a laugh, "We had to supply our
own muscle liniment."

Each of the 35 plots is 8 x 14 feet with four-foot
walling paths running between plots for easy access.
Donated shovels, rakes and hand tools were painted "an
awful color" so they could be easily identified and
"hopefully not walk away," says Cronin.

While believing in the "build it and they will
come" theory, Lions still had some practical concerns.
"The only problem with that is if they don't know where
it's at, how are they going to get there?" A good publicity
campaign was the key. There were multiple showings of a
promotional television show on cable and the town's
educational channel, and the community was blanketed
with announcements. Church bulletins, library, senior
center, Web sites and Brookfield's recreation department
all carried information about the garden.

Plots are assigned on a first come, first served
basis. There is a $20 fee for each application because "it
was felt that if nothing was charged, the people might
treat the land in the same way. However, if they invested
some money, they might treat the program with

seriousness,” Cronin explains.

Tony Licursi, a member with extensive gardening expe-
rience, was appointed "garden captain." It's a good thing, too,
because none of the garden applicants had much experience,
according to Keefe, who explains that many gardeners view it as
an "educational process" for their children.

Licursi serves as an on-site monitor and mediator if
needed. His expertise enables him to answer questions about
fertilizer application and suitable crops. He gives advice to
novice gardeners who can't decide what to grow and where to
locate plants for maximum growth. Vegetables and flowers are
acceptable, but invasive plants with vines, such as pumpkins and
cucumbers, are not. Lions encourage organic gardening and
hand-watering the plots for water conservation. The farm may be
a relic from colonial days, but it has helped Lions dig deep to
find a new way to serve their community.

From LION Magazine, September 2009, p10

[Send activities pictures to Jottings editor and web master]
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CityCenter at two of the City Center green’s entrance areas (Fiost &id Parking
Garage). Our volunteer Lions in their parade dress (blue emblem polo shirts, khak
slacks, andvhite straw hat) will greet community members as they enter thatyaeirea|
of the Green.

Our “jobs” at the entrance locations are to:
- greet everyone entering the activities area,
asking for a “good will” donation towards the CityCenter activities for
future, and
we will also direct people to the Lions International used eyeglass dg
box at the CityCenter Guest Services tent.

Thousands of people attend A Taste of Greater Danbury every year and it g
the Lions Club a wonderful opportunity to express our thanks to a supportive com
as we demonstrate our own ongoing commitment to SERVE!

If you want to join in serving with us and have a great time while doing so, |\
call or email Fran Evans: 203-775-598VYansf@charter.nefee you at the Taste!

On both Saturday and Sunday the Lions Club of Danbury will be assisting the

the

ives
munity
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We Are Lions

We meet the needs of our local communities and the world.

Our 1.3 million men and women in 202 countries and geographic areas conduct vision
and health screenings, build parks, support eye hospitals, award scholarships, assist
youth, provide help in time of disaster and much more.

Join us in making our communities and the world better places to live.

We give 100%.
We have fun.
We do it ourselves.
We are global.
We make a difference.

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, a Lion, nominated Lions for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2008. We
recently received a $7.5 million grant from the Global Health and Education Foundation. We just had
a hugely successful fundraising campaign that had an original goal of $150 million and which will now
exceed the $200 million mark.

And the organization that ranks first in our hearts also received a distinguished impartial ranking in
July 2007, when the Financial Times named Lions the #1 global NGO (nongovernmental
organization).

Our motto:

We Serve

(For more information contact: Frank Molinaro, 203-748-3563; frank.m@molinaro-insurance.com )
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World Travel @ x
Congepts 43 Portland A Old L CT 06371

Tel: 860-434-2871
Toll Free 877-434-2871

President
Fax 860-434-1852
samawtc@sbcaglobal.net
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