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Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.
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variety of topics of value to a mostly senior group 
of attendees.  

As the Low Vision Support Group grew in 
numbers, communicating to the group became a 
challenge. The Support Group operates without a 
budget: refreshments  are provided free of charge 
from ShopRite stores, there is no room rental 
charge for the meeting space and our guest 
speakers are always glad to speak for the price of a 
cup of  coffee and a donut. But Uncle Sam requires 
payment for the regular mailing which go to almost 
one hundred low vision clients. A good neighbor, 
Union Savings Bank has been covering the cost of 
these mailings for more than six years for both the 
Danbury Low Vision Support Group as well as the 
LV Support Group at our satellite Center in 
Southbury.  
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There are a lot of activities, energies and hours of 
work which go into a number of our Lions Club’s 
programs which we never hear about but are 
essential to the success of so many of  our 
community service programs. These are the so-called 
“little things” which most club members are unaware 
of  and the participating Lions and friends have no 
thought of making a big deal about them 
�

Melissa Erdtmann, operating behind the scenes to 
make sure the Reminder for the Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings are ready for mailing each month.�  

 

Soon after we began our Low Vision Program a little 
more than ten years ago, Lion  Matthews 
spearheaded an effort to start a Low Vision Support 
Group, the intent of  which was to  bring  together 
monthly, those people who went through the Low 
Vision Clinic and had a  common  condition of 
severe visual restrictions. This program has been a  
great success with regular meetings at the Danbury 
Senior Center, and in addition to the camaraderie 
among people with like visual ailments, regular guest 
speakers, including many fellow Lions, offer a wide 
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WOW, does that sound important!  Well, for me it is.  The Jottings has 
started a new column in which I, the President get to talk to my fellow 
Lions about items, which in my opinion, are important to all of us.   

My first month has been scary and exciting.  To organize ones thoughts for 
the weekly meeting seemed easy, NOT.  Every president before me made it 
seem so.  In all fairness the transition has been rather smooth.  Our Past President, Jerry, was very instructional 
during the past year.  That combined with all of the offers of assistance from my fellow Lions has been 
comforting and informational. 

I feel it is important to be social and concerned with one another’s well being.  It may seem hokey, but I will 
announce Birthdays and Anniversaries at the beginning of each month.  I would also like to initiate a “sunshine 
club” thus insuring all our members receive a Get Well as well as Condolence card if necessary.  Many of you 
have noticed and remarked I have chosen a round table over the dais.  For too long I have been unable to 
converse with our guest speakers and fellow table mates.  I do love to talk and as President, I feel it is important 
to communicate with our guests in the spirit of community. 

In July, as well as our honored guest speakers, we paid tribute to the CRIS readers.  What an amazing group of 
dedicated volunteers. 

The month of August we will host our Annual Steak Roast.  It takes place on the 13th and the festivities start at 
5:30 when we gather for cocktails.  This informal evening we relax and enjoy each others company, tell jokes 
and yes, maybe get silly.  The Roast takes the place of our regular Thursday meeting.  We hope you will join us 
in the fun and delicious meal our Steak masters prepare for us.  3rd VP Michael Kallas is the person to contact 
and he will also be circulating a sign-up sheet on Thursdays.  Guests are always welcome and for $20.00 we can 
serve a full meal and cocktails, what a deal. 

Also during this month Lion Beth Ann Fetzer organizes the Back to School program.  We adopt three children 
and supply the needed school supplies.  Beth Ann has a sign up sheet she will pass around; we hope you will 
take part in this worthwhile program.  Last day for the collection is the Steak Roast.  You may bring your items 
with you that evening. 

In September we look forward to the Taste of Danbury and a special luncheon visit from District Governor 
Mark Lyon on September 10. 
Hope I haven’t bored you to tears; please enjoy the rest of the Jottings. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
President, Berni 
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By Mrs. Josephine DuBois  
Principal of Faith Academy/Faith Preparatory School in 
New Milford, CT 
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Thank you again for the opportunity to speak to the 
Lion’s club on July 31, 2009. I had an opportunity 
to describe our 80,000 square ft building of which 
60% is school oriented. We have one class per 
grade K-12; a full sized gym with weight room; Art 
room; Computer lab; Music room; Science lab; 
Cafeteria and Library. Outdoors we have three age 
appropriate playgrounds; basketball courts and a 
ball field. 

Our classes are capped at 20. Although we work 
with an excellent curriculum that scores us 
nationally at least one year ahead of other schools, 
the beauty of having small classes enable our 
teachers to fit the curriculum to their group and then 
to each individual student. 

While the building is a beautiful place, what makes 
it a school is the student body. What enables the 
children to be so successful is the warm atmosphere 
of love. Students are encouraged to strive for 
excellence, with the understanding that knowledge 
paired with wisdom will bring them success. 
Character building; respect for one another; 
kindness toward one another is emphasized at all 
times. Restoration rather than punishment is key in 
teaching how to overcome making wrong decisions. 
While we are a Christian school, we are multi-
denominational and teach Bible as the Word of God 
rather than man’s traditions. �  
Mrs. Josephine DuBois  

 

 

 

.��������3�
�����(�
�����
��
3
�����-

	��

6�
�� �7-

	�����3
�
	�����������
��*���.
�������

�)���
��
�	������������
�������
��������
�����

8�
	��6�
�� 
����
�����-

	��6�
�� ��� �

�3�
4����5������! �

�
������������� �

 
�������� ��������!�"��!!����#����	���	�
�������!���$����%����������
	�
��$�����	���������$��&���
���
�
��������
�������������������'���$�
����(��&���
�������$��%���������������
%����'����)�	�*+�,�-��.����$���	�'����
+��$�	����������.����$( �



�

���������		
���� �
��� 9�

CRIS, The Connecticut Radio 
Information System (CRIS), is 
Connecticut's only radio reading service. 
We are registered with the state of 
Connecticut as a private, non-profit 
charitable organization. 

The programs broadcast on CRIS Radio 
are available to individuals who, because 
of vision loss or physical disability, are 
unable to read printed material. CRIS 
Radio programming features a wide 
variety of articles from national and 
Connecticut newspapers, magazines, as 
well as book readings and interview 
programs.  

CRIS programming is provided free of 
charge and is available on specially tuned 
radios (provided free), cable providers, 
your telephone and online.  

CRIS broadcasts 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, from regional satellite studios in 
Danbury, Norwich, Trumbull, West 
Haven, and our broadcast center in 
Windsor. �  
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It is impossible to 
lick your elbow. 

 
 

At least 75% of 
people who read this  
will try to lick their 

elbow!�
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Lion Eric Erdtmann is indebted to Ruby Washington of 
the Union Savings Bank mail room for making sure the 
Low Vision notices go out on time each month.  

 

The monthly mailings go out like clockworks 
thanks to the behind scenes actions of our own 
Lion Eric Erdtmann, a senior member on the staff 
at Union Savings Bank, and his wife Melissa, 
who, operating from her office at home, gathers 
the information about the monthly meeting and 
puts it in form for Eric to take to the bank, where 
it is copied , stuffed in envelopes, stamped and 
sent out to LV  members. Actually, Eric and 
Melissa have both been involved in banking 
activities for many years. They first met when 
both were employed at the old New Milford Bank 
and Trust many years ago; after their marriage 
Melissa moved to Union Savings and after she left 
there to have their first child, Eric subsequently 
made a move to Union Savings Bank where he 
has been employed for many years.�  
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