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JUNGLE JOTTINGS

) Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.
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Hats off toone of our newest members, Jim All

who has expressed an interest to boldly go where
few have gone before!

Jim is willing to take on the awesome tasleditor
of the Jungle Jottings!

This is a task he cannot do alone. Everyone must be
prepared to submit articles and flyers of upcoming
events and to supply him — always be emaiiith a
report at the conclusion of your project.

Preparing the Jottings for publication can be a tlaun
ing task, and Jim has taken it on, even though his
experience with publishing is, at this point, limited.

Jared Esposito of Sherman, CT accepts his first place . .
$10,000 check (sans taxes) from 15 VP Berni Kallas. | trust you will all do your best to make this job as

Lion Howie Schulze sold the winning ticket. easy fqr him_as you can. The learning curvgresat
but he is willing to take it on.

We all owe Jim a very big thank you for getting im-
mediately active in the club, especially with some-
thing like the Jottings with its monthly deadlines...

Thank you, Jim! We are very grateful.

Lion Diane Bielski, of the East Haddam Community
Lions Club, accepts the second place check of $2,000
from 1% VP Berni Kallas. The ticket was sold by Frank
Molinaro.

Mike Michaels stands with Sharon Pelkey, chair of the
Penguin Plunge that took place at Lake Quassapaug on
February 15", Over 300 people, including our bartender,
Heidi Krompinger, took the dip to raise money for the
Special Olympics.
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President Jerry Hofmann stands with Brandy Kay,
Manager of LensCrafters and Treasurer Lyn Meyers.
Brandy spoke to the club on March 5™ about the work
the Lions and LensCrafters do together to help people

in third world countries who suffer with visual problems.

This, however, isiot my final goodbye! | will

remain an Associate Member of the Lions Club of
Danbury.

I have enjoyed being the editor of the Jungle Jot-
tings for more than 7 of the 15 years | have been a
member of this club. What a marvelous group of
individuals you are!

My love to all of you, and | will keep our motto
always in mind:
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From Lion Bob Christensen, District 23B Chairman

On May 31, 2009, Connecticut Lions will be hosting

the first annual Visually Impaired Persons (VIP) Fish-
ing Tournament. The event is open to adults 17 years
old and older with low vision.

The tournament will be held at Spring Pond in Windsor
Locks, Connecticut from 8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Partici-
pants will be vying for the opportunity to represent
Connecticut in a National VIP Competition at the North
Carolina VIP Fishing Tournament in October on the
Outer Banks. The National Tournament is sponsored by
the Lions of North Carolina.

Last year, three visually impaired adults from Connect-
icut were invited to participate in the National VIP
Tournament. Carol Gillispie, a West Haven resident,
placed second in the 2008 National Competition.

In addition, a Junior VIP Tournament will be held for
children 16 and under at Sage Park in Berlin on April
25",

Connecticut’'s events are being organized by the Lions
Low Vision Centers of Connecticut and are being spon-
sored by several Lions Clubs from Lions District 23.
They will include breakfast, one-on-one assistance by
guests and volueers, and will be followed by an aw:
luncheon and social period.

This event is more than just another day of fishing. The
Lions Low Vision Centers teach clients that their lives
can continue to be productive and independent. Clients
of the Lions Low Vision Centers across Connecticu
provided necessary aids and devices, as well as coun-
seling to optimize their remaining eyesight, thus en-
hancing their quality of life. Services are provided free
of charge, as the centers are non-profit 501(c)(3) corpo-
rations. The centers are funded by donations from indi-
viduals, companies, and Lions Clubs of Connecticut.

Please visitvww.LionsLowVision.orgor
www.LionsLowVision.comto learn more about servic-
es provided by the Lions to individuals with low vision.
Please visitvww.ncvipfishing.orgto learn more about
the NC VIP event to which our CT VIP champions will
be invited. For more information on the CT VIP event
contact either: Lion Bob Christensen, (860) 680-7227
(rachristel@cs.coyor Lion Frank Julian, (860) 623-
8006(dogmandot4@att.net

Mike Michaels stands with Attorney Larry Riefberg who
spoke to our club on March 12™ about the mortgage
crisis.

Lion Lisa Cerbone-Montalto and her husband Jim,
both of Merrill-Lynch spoke to our club about the eco-
nomic situation we're experiencing. We learned that
the key to economic recovery is the housing market;
when that picks up, our economy will start to recover.
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Rules of Engagement

Each Full Member, Associate and Affiliate will
earn 1 point for attending the weekly luncheon.
They will also earn an additional point if they are
wearing a Lions pin.
Guests will earn two points for their host’s team.
There will be additional points awarded each week
for the following:

Week 1 — March 26’
Best Pun
All Lions will tell their Captain their best pun. The
Captains will choose the best pun from his/her
team. The “chosen” two will tell the club their
puns. The Moderator will choose the winner.

Week 2 — April 2"
Lions Pride
Lions can earn an extra point by showing their
pride. This can be done by wearing Lions colors
(gold/purple) or by wearing Lions attire (t-shirts,
hats, etc.). Extra points will be awarded to the
Lion who wears it best.

Week 3 — April 9"
Hats Off
Lions can earn an additional point by wearing a
hat. The best hat (not green) will be awarded extra
points.

Week 4 — April 16"
The Ultimate
Extra points will be awarded in a myriad of catego-
ries from longest married to most grandchildren.

Week 5 — April 23°
Golfer’s Delight
Lions can earn an additional point for wearing
golfing attire. Extra points will be awarded to any
Lion who is volunteering or registered to play at
our golf tournament.

Week 6 — April 3d"
Best Costume
Back by popular demand: Each Lion in costume
will earn an extra point. Best costume chosen by
the moderator will earn even more.

Dinner — May 7"
La Fortuna

The Pride
Captain Mark Principi
203-512-9135
principi@caldwellandwalsh.com
Alam, Mohammed
Allen, Jim
Barnola, Tom
Beaver, Keith

The Cubs
Captain Regina Ofiero
203-994-1730
ginaleoo@att.net
Allen, Michael
Bagley, Barney
Boetes, Frans
Boughton, Mark

Burns, Chris Bielizna, Joan
Casden, Dick Blayney, Howard
Cleary, Don Jr. Bogannam, Donna
Dinto, Paul Bull, Steve
Durkin, John Casamento, John
Evans, Fran Cerbone-Montalto, Lisa
Fetzer, Beth Ann Cipriani, Al
Frizzell, Tom Cleary, Don Sr.
Fusek, Emil Diggs, Leroy

Dumser, Steve

Harmon, Crawford
Erdtmann, Eric

Harrington, Ernie

Hawley, Bud Esposito, Mike
Hofmann, Jerry Fagan, Paul
Hyatt, John Fusek, Jacqueline
Jowdy, Don Golankiewicz, Cathy
Kaback, Lori Gottschalk, Rick
Kallas,Berni Gross, Morris
Lagarto, Tony Hornak, Joe
Leheny, Jim Hoyt, Tony

Humphreville, Jim

Huse-Burns, Cathy

Jacobson, Stephanie
Johnson, Julie

LeRoy, Scott
Lombardi, Jerry
Manion, Nancy
Matthews, Lou

Meyer, Mark Kallas, Mike
Meyers, Lyn Levy, Warren
Michael, Mike Losee, Boyd
Miller, Kurt Lovell, Bob
Mitchell, Norbert Miloscia, Don
Molinaro, Frank Morgan, Hugh
Murphy, Jack Nolan, Tom
Oligino, John Pannozzo, Vinny
Reilly, Josh Plecity, John
Roy, Noel Rifenburg, Bob
Saloom, Ken Rizzo, Tony
Schmiedel, Roger Ruopp, Helga
Seaman, Jonathan Schulze, Howie
Seri, Mike Shea, Kate
Stirling, Mark Shepperd, Wayne
Susnitsky, Carl White, Paul
Taylor, Ken White, Val
Tullino, Steve Worden, Tom
Yamin, Bob

Yamin, Dianne
Yawarowoski, Fran
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As of March 28, The Pride team is leading the
Attendance Contest by a very narrow margin.



Danbury Lions Club members stand with over 400
other Lions in front of the Unisphere following the
Global Induction day held at Flushing Meadows.

Frank Molinaro and Nancy Manion stand with new
members Frans Boetes, Jim Allen and Regina Ofiero.



5

By Frank Molinaro

Responding to an invitation to attend the Global In-
duction Ceremony that was held at the World's Fair
Site in Flushing Meadow, NY, on Saturday Morning,
March 7", three new Danbury Lions: James Allen,
Frans Boetes and Regina Ofiero, accompanied by their
sponsors, Nancy Manion and PP Frank Molinaro,
boarded a bus at 7:30 a.m. that morning and joined
hundreds of new Lions from Connecticut, New York
and New Jersey for the ceremonial and symbolic induc-
tion ceremony by our International Vice President,
Albert F. Brandel.

According to PP Molinaro, this was a once in a lifetime
opportunity that has offered new Lions a chance to
come together with others from our area to gain a better
understanding of the global meaning of our motto, “We
Serve”.

The ceremony took place on the main stage of the
Queens Theatre in the Park at 10:00 a.m., with more
than 470 Lions from NY, NJ and CT, in attendance.

Following the ceremony, all attending Lions and their
sponsors were presented with a special pin to comme-
morate the event and all were invited to gather beneath
the Unisphere, the symbol of the 1964 World’s Fair, for
a group photo.

The days are getting longéhe birds are singing

the morning and the first monthly street cleaning is
only a few weeks away! All sure signs that winter
is over and it's time to get back outdoors. What
better way to enjoy the outdoors than by joining
your fellow Lions and helping your community!
The first street cleaning of the year will take place
at 7:30 am on Saturday April 25 beginning at Hat-
ters Town Park. We provide the tools and safety
vests; you provide the muscle and enthusiasm.
Well, enthusiasm may be a bit strong for 7:30 on a
Saturday morning but the crew is always raring to
go! Come out and join us as we clean Hayestown
Avenue from the North Street shopping plaza to
Great Plain Road. We finish in about an hour and
then negate all of the exercise with a trifptankin
Donuts. See everyone there!
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The Danbury Lions Club closed the nominations

for next year's officers at the weekly meeting on
March 26, 2009. This year’s slate will be as fol-
lows:

Immediate Past President: Jerry Hofmann
President: Berni Kallas

1% Vice President; Joan Bielizna

2" Vice President: Open

3 Vice President: Mike Kallas

Secretary: Keith Beaver

Treasurer: Lyn Meyers

1 Year Board Member: Frans Boetes
1Year Board Member: Open

2 Year Board Member: Warren Levy

2 Year Board Member: Tom Nolan

3 Year Board Member: Lisa Cerbone Montalto
3 Year Board Member: Bob Lovell

Lion Tamer: Regina Ofiero

Tail Twister: Debbie Benedict
Membership Chair: Frank Molinaro
Jottings Editor: Jim Allen

The two open positions will be nominated by the
Board prior to the election. Be sure to join us on
April 30, 2009 to cast your vote for next year’s
officers.
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This year’s annual Tree Planting ceremony will

take place at 10:00 am on Friday A@4 at Lion’s
Way in Rogers Park. This year we will honor two
long time Lions, John Allen and Milt Boyce.

Their passing left a hole in the Club not easily

filled. A breakfast will be held for the families at

the Ethan Allen Inn with the tree planting imme-
diately following at the Lions Memorial adjacent

to the tennis courts. Please join us as we honor the
lives and dedication of these two great Lions.
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Frank Molinaro, standing in for Sponsor Frank Molinaro, Sponsor, pins
Roger Schmiedel, pins new Lion, Jim Allen. new Lion, Regina Ofiero.

New Lions Jim Allen, Regina Ofiero and Frans Boetes
pose for a picture. Jim is taking on the job of Editor, Regi-
na is running for Lion Tamer and Frans is running for

Nancy Manion, Sponsor, pins new Lion, Frans Boetes. Director. Congratulations to all!



18" Annual Golf Tournament

On May 4" we will hold the 18 Annual Golf
Tournament being held at the Club at River Oaks.
We need all Lions to help make this event a suc-
cess. Whether you play or wish to donate a raffle
item, nothing is too small.

Many of you know that TEE signs are real money
makers for us, particularly if they continue to pur-
chase a sign in the future. If you can encourage a
business that you frequent to purchase one it is
great advertising for them and a TAX deduction as
well.

Golfers are guaranteed a day of fun and camarade-
rie, on a fabulous course, not to mention excellent
food and beverage. There are a number of contests

President Jerry Hofmann shakes hands with our newest to entice each player to show their expertise.

Lion member, Frans Boetes, who spoke to the club on Remember, the sun always shines on a golfer.
February 27", Frans gave a riveting and humorous talk v in Lioni
about his successful uphill battle to restore two small ours in Lionism,

WWII war ships, converting them to maritime museums. Berni Kallas
You can learn more about the USS Mohawk by going to 0
http://www.ussmohawk.org/. $ % #
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Complete this registration form and enclose wittheck to cover the cost of your registration. Makecks payable to the
“2009 MD23 State ConventioMAIL TO: Registration Chairperson Lion Tammy Campanelli.
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This is one of the kindest things I've ever expe-

rienced. | have no way to know who senbiif
there is a beautiful soul working in theead let-
ter office file"of the US Postal Service.

Our 14-year-old dog, Abbey, died last month. The
day after she died, my 4-year-old daughter Mere-
dith was crying and talking about how much she
missed Abbey. She asked if we could write a let-
ter to God so that when Abbey got to heaven,
God would recognize her. | told her that | thought
we could, so she dictated these words:

We put the letter in an envelope with a picture of
Abbey and Meredith and addressed it to
God/Heaven. We put our return address on it.
Then Meredith pasted several stamps on the front
of the envelope because she said it would take &
lots of stamps to get the letter all the way to hea- '
ven. That afternoon she dropped it into the letter

box at the post office. A few days later, she asked

if God had gotten the letter yet. | told her that |

thought He had.

Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold
paper on our front porch addressed, 'To Mere-
dith," in an unfamiliar hand. Meredith opened it.
Inside was a book by Mr. Rogers called, 'When a
Pet Dies.' Taped to the inside front cover was the
letter we had written to God in its opened
envelope. On the opposite page was the picture of
Abbey & Meredith and this note:
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An error was made in the last issue of the Jott

regarding our $10,000 raffle winner. The following
statement appeared.

“The winning $10,000 ticket was sold by Howard
Schulze to Jared Esposito of Sherman, CT, father
of our own Lion Paul Esposifo

This information is not correct; Paul fissito is no
a Danbury Lion.
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Fidelco will hold its annual Open House on Sat-
urday, April 18", from 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. for
Lions only (and their guests) at its headquarters in
Bloomfield, CT.

Arrive early for a complimentary continental
breakfast. The Open House goes on until 2:30, and Penny Pot

lunch will be available for purchase. The Penny Pot earned a total of $13.39
For more info, call Kris Fletcher at 860-243-4052

for the months of February & March.
or email her akfletcher@fidelco.org
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