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Our guest speaker at the meeting of thevds Con-
gressman Chris Murphy from Connecticut'sBis-
trict.

Chris spoke briefly before turning the remaining time
over to a Q&A session. The first thing he told us was
that his year and a half that he’s been working in
Washington, DC, have been the most thrilling and the
most frustrating years of his life. It's hislie# that ou
government is broken, and his goal in going to Wash-
ington was to, hopefully, make a change.

He feels the two parties have gotten so entrenched in
fighting with each other that they have forgotten their
purpose and that government must change if it is
effective. He is critical of his own (Democrat) party
for its shortcomings and is trying to change thirkdss.
said that people see is the Democrats and the Republi-
cans fighting with each other and getting nothing
done. They're not friends anymore. There’s no cama-
raderie and mutual respect as there used to be. They
have no time to get together and get to know one an-
other. The collegiality is gone. Instead, the rule of the
day seems to be to fight instead of accomplishing the
task at hand.

Since Chris Murphy (D) is running for Congress
against his friend, David Cappiello (R), that they will
set a new, higher level of political campaigning.

Chris is bothered that so many young people feel bad
about our government whose ratings are presently a
couple of percentage points lower than that of O.J.
Simpson. And with as low as President Bush’s popu-
larity is right now, Congress got an even lower rating,
and that, he told us, is because a lot of them are being
hauled off to jail.

On the issues, Chris told us that he opposed the Iraq
war and is a proponent of National Health Care. He
believes that energy reform is the most important is-
sue facing government today. Chris champidegds-
lation about how Congress monitors itself. He felt

the Congressional Ethics Committee was doing noth-
ing to monitor, censure or punish members who acted
improperly. Now with an independent citizen commit-
tee monitoring Congress, things will improve.

Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.

Chris believes there needs to be more oversight of
private government (war) contractors, to keep an
eye on just how much profit these companies are
making at the expense of taxpayers.

We learned that pressure from lobbyists has been
pushed to the periphery and not much of a problem
for him now, unlike the way it was at the state
level. Now his staffers handle the lobbyists. He,
however, has to listen closely to what his staffers
are saying, because he had learned that they may
be relaying information from a lobbyist, and not
just expressing their own opinions.

Where oil drilling is concerned, Chris believes
there is room for compromise, and he believes that
nuclear power plants are part of the solution. How-
ever, he acknowledges that we need to do more
about the problem of Yucca Mountain and the dis-
posal of spent fuel as well as to come up with a
“best design” for such plants, a design that can be
replicated over and over again. Looking at what
France is doing regarding nuclear power is a good
idea. He does believe nuclear power has to be part
of our energy solution.

Chris pointed out that although we could drill in
Alaska and the Gulf of Mexico and supply more of
our own oil, the price of oil is set by an interna-
tional commodity market. So for national security
reasons, drilling our own oil will be beneficial, but
that will not necessarily lower the price of oil. He
pointed out that even if we max out our oil re-
serves, we would still need to buy 85% - 90% of
our oil needs elsewhere.

Finally, on the topic of government bailouts for
Fanny Mae and Freddy Mac, he said we have to
help those quasi-government agencies, because
they hold 50% of the mortgage debt in the country;
otherwise, we could see foreclosures on 50% of the
homeowners. If that many mortgages went under,

it would cripple, not just the US, but the world
market.

The club appreciated Chris’s fielding so many of
our concerns.
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President Jerry Hofmann stands with Congressman
Chris Murphy and 3" VP Mike Michael at our meeting
of Auaust 7.

Donations have been made to the Lions
Club of Danbury in memory of Milt
Boyce by Henry & Dorothy Johnson and
by Shemin Nurseries
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Our guest speaker for our Augusf'2heeting
was Peter Partenio along with his wife, Annette.

Peter spoke to the group about pigeon racing. As
a group, we were all quite ignorant about the
facts of pigeon racing. We learned that most rac-
ing, or homing, pigeons are imported from Bel-
gium or Holland.

Pigeon racers raise more pigeons from those
they purchase. Pigeons mate for life. They are
true to their mates, and the pigeon racers use this
devotion as one way of getting the racers back
home quickly.

After a pigeon lays her eggs, the eggs are some-
time replaced as they hatch with glass eggs. This
is another way to get the pigeons to come home
quickly. They want to sit on their nests.

When young pigeons are first let out to fly, they
just fly randomly around the area for about two
hours. This is called imprinting — getting them
used to where home is.

When the young pigeons are about two months
old, formal training begins. First they are taken
2-5 miles away and released. Then on to a 60
mile range. Very often a pigeon racer will take
his birds 150 miles from home and release them
just for training purposes.

Races are about 150 to 500 miles long. One way
the owners get their pigeons to return promptly
without dawdling is called Widowhood. In this
case, only one of a pair is taken for the race. The
other remains at home. The racing pigeon is ea-
ger to get back to his mate, and doesn’'t waste
any time. Then there’s Double Widowhood
where both pigeons of a pair are taken for the
race. In this case, both birds are trying to get
home to where they think their mate is. This is
also where glass eggs can be an encouragement.

Another way to get the pigeons to hurry home is
to not feed them for a day or two prior to a race.
That brings the hungry birds home in a hurry as
well.

Continued on page 8



It is with great sadness that we mark the passing of our oldest and most senior Lion, Milt Boyce, who at 97 years of
age and 65 years a Lion has gone to join his beloved wife, Mildred. Milt was a Lion and a gentleman of the first order.
His quick smile, happy demeanor and great generosity will always be remembered.

With even deeper sadness we mark the passing of one of our beloved Lions who has been taken from us much too
soon. John Allen attended his last Lions Club meeting on August 21%. He laughed and joked with his regular lunch
partners, then shortly after returning to his office, he collapsed and died of a heart attack. John gave so much to this
community and was so well known and loved that his passing will leave us all with a tremendous feeling of loss.

By Nancy Manion By Nancy Manion

*Excerpted as they originally appeared.
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Tom Nolan reported that Bob Lovell spoke at the
Lions Low Vision Support Group meeting and
educated those in attendance about the problem
of Identity Theft and how they can best protect
themselves. His talk was received with much in-
terest.

Tom also informed us of a little known fact:
Roger Schmiedel has been shuttling people to
and from our Low Vision Support Group meet-
ings in EImwood Hall of the Danbury Senior
Center for quite some time now. Thank you,
Roger!

Elizabeth Morgan wrote a note of thanks for a
closed circuit TV magnifier that she was given
by way of our Lions Low Vision Center. She
said in part, “I am now able to take care of my
independent living every day. Thank you so
much.”

Joan Glenn of Heritage Village, Southbury, gave
the Lions Low Vision Center a check for $250
towards devices for the visually impaired.

Lion Bob Lovell educated more that 50 members of
the LV Support Group as to the pitfalls of carelessness
in guarding personal identification information

as guest speaker at the August meeting of the Group.
Bob, left, is shown with Lion Roger Schmiedel as he
highlights some ot the precautions necessary to pre-
vent identify theft.

President Jerry Hofmann stands with a visiting Lion
from Panama, Juan Jose Saavedra, who is a pharma-
cist by profession and their club’s Secretary.

A good neighbor, indeed, is Joan McGuire of Danbury.
She recently contacted our Lions Low Vision Support
Group to see if we were interested in her collection of
books on tapes and DVD's.

She generoulsly donated more that one hundred of
these items which were distributed to welcoming hands
at the Low Vision Support Group meeting on August
25", Joan is seen here with her boxes of donated
"books".
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Once again Lion Beth Ann Fetzer headed up the
Back to School program to provide school chil-
dren with supplies as they prepare to return to
school.

This year we had three little girls for whom we
purchased pens, pencils, crayons, markers, rul-
ers, book covers, backpacks, folders and more.

And for the fourth year in a row, we had two
anonymous Lions donate $150 to purchase three
$100 gift certificates from Sears for the children.

Congratulations to all and thank you, Beth Ann,
for a job well done.

IPP Keith Beaver announced that he held a Street (& & %
Cleaning on Saturday, August23rhose who % i
helped besides himself, were Jerry Hofmann, Jim '
Leheny, Bob Lovell, Ernie Harrington and Lyn 10#123#0450 . &
Meyers. & b

The next Street Cleaning will be held on Sep-
tembe 2C™.
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Hugh Morgan has made a call for all his regular
Lion volunteers and any Lions who would like to
volunteer to join him at Danbury High School to
take tickets from those attending the football
games.

With all the new gates for the football field and
the throngs of attendees, more hands would be a
great asset.

See Hugh at our next meeting to let him know
you can help.
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Our speaker for the August2@neeting was our
own Lion Mayor Mark Boughton. Mark told us
he has been in office for seven years now, and
he’s having a ball. He loves what he’s doing. He
also wanted us to know that his Lions dues are
current.

On a personal note, he thanked us for awarding
his niece one of our $1,500 college scholarships.
He niece is visually impaired, so a Lions schol-
arship is very appropriate.

Mark was a flood of information about the city
and he delivered it with all due speed.

The city is dealing with economic issues such as
the cost of gas, heating fuel, joblessness, as well
as the credit and home lending crisis. He believes
it will take another year to get out of the mess we
find ourselves in now. Fortunately for us and our
city, Danbury still has a budget surplus.

The city is dealing with the WCI Properties, the
developer who is building condominiums on the
old Union Carbide site. They have gone into
Chapter 11.

Some of the cost-cutting measures the city is
looking at include no longer making cell phones
available to city employees, having the school
board look at their spending habits and merging
the city and schools IT departments.

City Hall is also looking at ways to reduce
downtown traffic.

One of the projects the city is completing is the
new police station. It should be finished in De-
cember with a Certificate of Occupancy issued in
January. The interior work will begin mid-
September. It has been built to be a 75 year
building with the ability to expand the facility
even more. Instead of six holding cells as the
current police station has, it will have 22 holding
cells. This police station is coming in under
budget and ahead of schedule. That’s quite an
accomplishment.

The current police station is expected to become
moderate income senior housing.

The property by WesConn downtown where
there used to be a football field and the Lions
Playground is very contaminated. It's estimated
that about 22,000 truckloads of ash may have
been dumped there long ago to level the ground
for the ball field. The city now has to clean that
up at a cost of millions of dollars.

City Hall will officially go on a four day work
week as of September"15The new hours of
operation will be as follows:

7:30 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. Mon/Tues/Wed
7:30 a.m. — 6:30 p.m. Thu

Friday they will be closed, but field workers
such as Fire Marshals, Health Inspectors and
those issuing Certificate of Occupancy will be
working.

The library will be closed on Fridays, but open
every other day of the week. These measures
have been taken to save the cost of running all
the lights, heat or air conditioning so many days
a week. The estimated fuel savings alone will
amount to $120,000 to $150,000 a year.

Lion Mayor Mark D. Boughton
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Continued from page 2

Peter also told us some interesting facts about
racing pigeons. For one thing, racing pigeons
have been of great importance in times of war.

A pigeon named Gl Joe saved 200 troops from
being bombed by getting a message through to
the airborne division to abort their planned bomb-
ing mission, because British troops had taken
over the target area.

We learned that Sadam Hussein used homing
pigeons to his advantage.

Pigeons react to the color orange and can spot it
from an altitude of 30,000 feet. They can hear the
sound of the surf from 4,000 miles away. Which
means they can hear the Pacific Ocean from the
east coast! And they can detect smells.

Pigeons always know where east is. There is a
magnetic lode stone in the head of every pigeon
that detects the earth’s magnetic field.

Beyond all this we learned that Brooklyn is a hot
bed of homing pigeons. Pigeons can fly at a rate
of 1760 yards per minute (60 mph) which is rac-
ing speed.

Winners of pigeon races earn “points” for the
win. These “points” have to be reported on a 1099
form which they receive each year.

Racing pigeons are banded when they are only a
few days old. The number on the band is regis-
tered in a countrywide system. If you should find
a downed pigeon, and he is banded, you can con-
tact the American Racing Pigeon Union at 405-
848-5801.

And finally, the top price paid for a racing pigeon
is $285.00C
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Duncan Dayton, our speaker of July'3&4nd his
Patr n Highcroft Racing Team with David Brab-
ham and Scott Sharp driving their Acura ARX-01b
prototype spots car in the Generac 500 at Road
America which was the seventh round of the 11-
race American Le Mans Series, took their third
win in the LMP2 class victory in Elkhart Lake,
Wisconsin.

This win marked the team’s third victory in its last
five starts and moved the two drivers closer to the
lead in the LMP2 point standings.

Congratulations to this Danbury hometown team!
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In the last issue of the Jottings, this editor mistak-
enly assumed that Kathy Hofmann had accompa-
nied our incoming President Jerry to the Lions In-
ternational Convention in Bangkok. She did not.

Your editor also missed an error in the date shown
for the Steak Roast in the calendar listings she had
been supplied. The flyer, however, had the correct
date.

Our Penny Pot has produced a total of

$101.42 for Sight Saver Day in the six months

since it was instituted.
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Nancy Sudik, Danbury Music Centre

Taste of Danbury — Lions Table

Heather Mock, Good Friend Mentor Program
Brett Raphael, Stamford Ballet

Dr. Mickey Harpaz, Nutritionist

Brandy Kay, LensCrafters

Eric Swedberg, Save The Children

Ethan Emser, OC, U.S. Citizen. & Immigra.
Open

Dan Wolinsky and Ed Wick, Stolen Violins
Jack Kozuchowsky, Lake Kenosia
Homeless Connect/Lions Eye Screening
Lions Annual Charity Breakfast, Amber Room



