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Since this meeting occurred the day before a holi-
day, we had no speaker. However, our new presi-
dent, Jerry Hofmann, filled the gap by telling us
about his trip to Bangkok, Thailand.

Jerry told us that the convention center was superb,
the people were extremely friendly, but their coun-
try is very poor.

The attendance at the International Convention was
between 20,000 and 25,000.

Jerry told us that Campaign SightFirst I, which is
now complete, not only met the $150 million base
goal, but exceeded the $200 million stretch goal!

The goal to name an additional 350,000 Melvin
Jones Fellows was also exceeded.

Lions Clubs around the world have been increased
by over 947 new clubs as of May of this year.

Jerry was very impressed by the Parade of Flac
thought it was spectacular. And for the first time
ever, Iraq was a participating country.

On the fun side, Jerry and Kathy took a trip to an
elephant camp where they braved a two hour long
elephant ride. All went well until it was time to re-
turn to camp, at which time the elephants decided
that a swim would be more to their liking, and so
they all went into the river. Fortunately, the ele-
phants didn't fill their trunks with water and give
their riders a shower!

On the down side, the daily temperatures reached
10 — 105 with humidity at 100%!

On the upside, Jertgvedhis hour and a half Thai
massage!

The club received a thank you note from Ke

Hofmann thanking the club for the lovely ro:

ind wishing us a successful year. She also [
our club for the fine work we do.

Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.

PDG Scott Storms, PDG Norm Messier and Dale
Storms talk with another convention attendee.
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The elephants decided to cool off on the way home.

The elephants and the elephant ride was something that
Kathy and Jerry really enjoyed.

Got peanuts?

The elephant camp.
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Our guest speaker at the meeting of th&d@s ou
own Lion David Cappiello, Connecticut State Rep-
resentative. David imparted a lot of information to
us in a very short period of time.

We learned that our state has gone from a surp
more than one billion dollars in the last year to a
deficit in 2008. With that surplus of $1.1 billion in
2007, Governor Rell wanted to raise taxes 10%.
Others wanted to raise them as high as 40%. With
sufficient opposition, David among them, there was
no tax increase.

David and others had proposed a way to cut taxes
and pay off the state debt. They suggested early re-
tirement of state employees. They also suggested
moving jobs that are similar or the same as jobs be-
ing done by non-profit organizations to those non-
profit organizations since they are so much more
efficient at doing them.

We learned that 2,800 Connecticut businesses
closed this year. Our state has negative job growth
and the highest debt of all the states. The only sec-
tor to grow in Connecticut this year has been gov-
ernment employees.

David is very frustrated with the way much of the
money earmarked for things like transportation, in-
cluding rails and roads, has been diverted to the
general fund and used for other thingke taxes o
gas that were supposed to go to repairing and im-
proving our rails and roads, doesn’t. With the high
cost of gas, the amount of money the state is ge
from its 5% gross receipts tax on gas is sulbistiin
more than in the past. David tried to get a cap on
that tax but failed. However, on July},zhe gover-
nor and others did vote to stop the purposed in-
crease on the gross receipts tax.

The same thing has happened with the state lottery
which was set up to fund education. That, too, has
been diverted into the general fund.

However, we did learn that for the first time the
teachers pension fund is finally fully funded.

The 2002 conveyance tax that a home owner paid
the state upon the sale of his house was supposed to
be a temporary tax for one year. We still have it,
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and David is most certain that it will never go
away.

Then the state created a film tax credit to make
our state an appealing place to make movies.
However, they then wanted to raise business
taxes which hurts all those people who have
permanent businesses here.

Our state is not only losing businesses, we are
losing the middle class. Very wealthy people
have also left. Those who stand to inherit $2 mil-
lion or more, have moved out to avoid paying the
full boat on an inheritance over the Death Tax
limit. The Town of Southbury saw the greatest
drop in taxpayers.

David told us that we need to get involved, to
know what our legislators are proposing and to
make our voices heard.

During the question and answers after his talk,
David was asked what he considered to be his
greatest accomplishment during his years in
Hartford. He told us he is very proud of his ef-
forts to bring cardiac care to Danbury Hospital
and also his efforts to get mandatory screening
for newborns for 30 metabolic disorders.

In response to another question, he indicated that
if our country were to tap our own oil resources
with offshore drilling, we could be independent

of foreign oil. He told us that during Hurricane
Katrina, not one off-shore oil rig had an oil spill.
He lamented, though, that Congress will never
vote for that.

President Jerry stands with Lion David Cappiello, our
Connecticut State Representative.
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Once again, the generous donation by a good
neighbor in Danbury has enabled another visually
restricted resident to more fully enjoy and enhance her
life through the gift of a Magni-sight Explorer. Betty
Morgan is shown seated in front of her new CCTV unit
receiving instructions from Danbury Hospital OT thera-
pist and LV Specialist, Kim Downs. Danbury resident,
Jennifer Goodwin offered this unit to our Danbury Li-
ons Club Low Vision Program as a result of her inquir-
ing to Danbury Senior Center’s Fran Hendrickson, as
to how the unit might best be used. Mrs. Morgan is a
thirty year resident of New Fairfield and has had se-
vere visual restriction during the past five years as a
result of macular degeneration.

Lending a helping hand to count and inventory the entire
storeroom of products for the state Low Vision Program,
Carolyn Messier has two summer volunteers from New
Britain High School, Marieliz and Scotty Santana.

Those things which go on behind the scenes are so
often the very things which help make a program suc-
ceed, and this is certainly true in the case of our low
vision program. We have hundreds of devices which
are routinely given to clients who visit our Low Vision
Center at the Danbury Hospital Rehabilitation Center. A
client may receive four or five different devices from the
Low Vision Technician, all of which are offered without
charge and are designed to assist the client in carrying
on the various activities of daily living. Keeping track of
the inventory of these various devices, reordering, stor-
ing and continually seeking new and improved devices
is the job of Lion Carolyn Messier, PDG, 23B and one
of the original organizers of the Connecticut Lions Low
Vision Program in 1990. Danbury Lion Howard Blayney
has played an important part in setting up the inventory
system and through the daily reporting of devices used
by our local LV technicians, a well stocked supply of
critical devices is kept on hand at the Rehab Center.
Last week our three LV technicians, OT therapists,
made a trip to New Britain to meet with Carolyn Messier
and become better acquainted with the happenings in
the warehouse facility. Pictured here are Carolyn Mess-
ier, right, showing off the latest large scale, large print
keyboard to Julie Nastasi, Carolyn Lucy and Kim
Downs.




Keith Beaver reported that the last Street Cleaning
drew nine people to handle the job. Besides him-
self, there were Ernie Harrington, Jerry Hofmann,
Jim Leheny, Lyn Meyers, Howie Schulze with

wife Nancy, Mark Sterling with partner Bunny
Jacobson.

The next scheduled Street Cleaning will be the
weekend of August 1%

& Keith Beaver, Lyn Meyers, Ernie Harrington and Jim Leheny
had the right stuff when they reported for monthly street clean-
ing duty in July. They, along with five others handled Street
Cleaning duty in July.

Billed as a “change of pace” from our usual type of
speaker, the attendees at the monthly gathering of the
Lions Low Vision Support Group did, in fact, get an
earful humor, old time radio stories about “the soaps”
and a look back on some of the things that entertained
us back in the 30’s and 40’s. Dan Wolinsky, or rather
“Doctor Dan” Wolinsky was on stage for over an hour
and entertained the group with ethnic stories from Ra-
dio Days, like Molly Goldberg and her daily trials with
family and friends. Dan is not a newcomer to our Lions =
activities. He was acknowledged earlier this week as a &
thirteen year veteran reader for CRIS Radio. “Doctor
Dan” is shown here with our Lions Low Vision Support
program Chairman, Ed Wicks, right.




The club received a thank you note
from Emily Hart thanking us for award-
ing her a Lions Scholarship.

We also received a thank you note
from Immaculate High School
thanking our club for our continued
support of the IHS graduates and
their families, mentioning in
particular, James Breen, this year’'s
Lions Scholarship winner.

3" VP Mike Michael and President Jerry Hofmann
stand with David R. Dear, Jr. , Publisher of The News-
Times, who spoke to our club on July 17",

We have officially surpassed
the $12,000 goal for our
Golf Tournament!

CRIS readers who attended our club meeting of the 24"
are, left to right, John Luicci, Jo Luicci, Hugh Morgan,
Dan Wolinsky, Scott Baecker from the CRIS Main Stu-
dio in Windsor, Mike Michael, Boyd Losee, Norma
Campbell, Joe Jaeger, Rose Mary Peat, Stuart Rapp
and our Danbury Studio Coordinator, Keith Beaver.

This is the Grand Palace of Bangkok. The Dusit Maha
Prasat Throne Hall was built by King Rama | to replace
the wooden Amarintharapisek Maha Prasat which
burned down in 1790. King Rama | intended that the
present building be used for the place his own remains
would be-in-state as it shares the same height and
dimensions as the Suriyamarin Throne Hall in
Ayuthaya, the traditional lying-in-state for the remains of
Ayuthaya Kings. Thus, the principle function of the
Dusit Maha Prasat Hall has been, and still is, a hall for
the lying-in-state of Kings, Queens and honored mem-
bers of the royal family. It is also used for the annual
Coronation Day ceremony.

The hall is furnished with an exquisite mother-of-pearl
white canopy, a symbol of a duly crowned king. The hall
has four wings and is surmounted by a four-tiered roof
which is topped by a seven-tiered spire.
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My name is Kellie lacovella and | am the State
Coordinator for Terra Lingua, a non-profit, educa-
tional organization dedicated to promoting lan-
guage education and international understanding
by providing family home stay immersion experi-
ences. We offer affordable and quality cultural
exchanges through an experienced and caring net-
work.

Through our foreign partners in Albania, Brazil,
Bulgaria, Canada, Costa Rica, France, Germany,
Ghana, Ireland, Kosovo, Kyrgystan, Mongolia,
Nepal, Russia, South Korea, Spain, Taiwan, and
Viet Nam, we’ve helped many young people dis-
cover a new appreciation for our global conmity
while enhancing their language skills.

| am writing to you today to introduce you to our
organization and ask for any help that the Lions
Club might offer that can assist in my search for
host families for the upcoming academic year. |

still have several students interested in first semes-
ter, 10 month and academic year stays.

Students speak English and come with their own
spending money and insurance. They will join t
host family in activities, and daily routines while
attending the local high school. Their purpose is to
master their English skills while studying and
learning about the American way of life.

Any family can be a host family. Families with or
without children, single or domestic partner house-
holds, and empty-nesters are welcome to apply.
The process is easy. A simple application, refer-
ences and criminal background check and you're
ready to experience this rewarding opportunity. All
we ask is that you treat the student as your own!
It's a simple as that.

Profiles are available for all students via email or
for printed materialsAgain, any help you can off
will be greatly appreciated.

Kellie lacovella
203-525-1231

Visit www.TerraLinguaUSA.ordor more infor-
mation.
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Duncan Dayton from the Patron Highcroft Racing
Team spoke to our club today, telling us how he
became interested in racing when he was a college
student. Now, although he was trained as an archi-
tect and had been a real estate developer, he g
that up because of his passion for racing.

Duncan has a shop on Miry Brook Road, right next
to the building where David Letterman houses his
cars.

Though Duncan started racing many years prior, he
didn’t begin racing professionally until 1998. At

first he was a driver for other people’s cars, but he
wanted to have his own cand his own team. So
2006 he was finally able to realize his dream. He
has a crew of 35 men, including John Plecity, Jr.,
who work on his car at the Miry Brook facility and
also serve as his pit crew a8dott Sharp, the son
Bob Sharp (Bob Sharp Motors), who is another
driver.

Along the way, Duncan was also able to accum

a few sponsors for his team. Among them are
Acura, Patron Tequila, Forbes Magazine and other
companies that are familiar to those in the auto rac-
ing world.

Duncan told us that these racing cars, which race
the American Le Mans circuit, a road race, not a

track race like Nascar and Indy, are like F16’s on
wheels.

When he won at Limerock recently, he told us the
$30,000 in winnings doesn’t even cover the cost of
the tires for the weekend. His car, itself, costs about
$1.5 million to build and run.

Among his 35 crew he has engineers, financial peo-
ple and mechanics. When working as the pit crew,
they can change all four tires in 12 seconds, refuel
the vehicle in 14 seconds and change out the driver
in 20 seconds. The usual pit stop to do everything
that must be done takes about 30 seconds total.

To date Duncan has won at the race at Monaco
seven times, the most of any race car driver. And
he’s just a local Danbury boy...

For a real kick, go to
http://www.patronspirits.com/racing/racing.htmi
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Note: This message was an email Lion Tony Rizzo sent
to all of Lion WayneShepperd'’s frineds last week.
Scarpa, according to Frank Molinargs Wayne':
mother’'s maiden name.

Y'all, as he says it...

Many people say why? A few say why not? Many
point to what's wrong . A few just continue to do
what they believe is right!

For those of us that are paying attention to the
Presidential Campaign (I hope all of us are), you
may have noticed that the majority of the 'crit-

ics' who believe America is going down the

tube, are those that have been in office for 15-20-
30 or more years. Hellowwwwww? What have
they been doing?

BUT, HEY? What do | know? Thank GOD for
those of us who continue to believe that in every
way shape or form, we live in the most 'blessed
land' on earth and with a little TEAM' effort, we
can make it better!

What does any of this have to do with Scarpa
(Wayne Shepperd)?

Well, let's just look at a couple of recent examples.
How about the 'Film festival'? Many said, WHY?
Scarpa, Andrea and Joe said, WHY NOT?

What a great success! In many ways: the Palace
Theatre is alive and well. Danbury is back on the
map!

Is our community ready and willing to keep it go-
ing? | hope so.

The Nutmeg State Games — How many said

WHY? NOT SCARPA! While he was destroying

me at a game of golf (the winnings go to "The
Kids"), he said, and | could feel the excitement,
“DANBURY IS THE PLACE!” Then he starts
mumbling words that | don't understand and places
that I've never been (while he continues to mess up
my game), and | continue to say yes, yes, yes, like
| knew what he's talking about.

And you know what?
The Nutmeg State Games are here! And although

they are just about to start, knowing him, he'll say
that everyone else has done it all. | believe that
it's proper to say, “Scarg@Vayne), you've done it!
You've succeeded in bringing Danbury to yet an-
other level!”

Congratulations and THANK YOU for a job well
done! Now, will our community respond? | believe
it will!

And by the way, while he was doing all of this and
so many other thingsot only for our community,
but many others as well — listen to this (Oh, the
reason I'm taking the time to one finger type all of
this, is because | happen to be in Paradise Valley
VT, with my girlfriend Joan). Recently as he was
in my vehicle andvhile | was driving, he asked n

if I could make a quick stop at an assisted living
complex in DerbyCT — that's where Scarpa was
born — to look at the possibility of moving a TV
from one side of the room to the other for hist.

| gladly said, “Okay,” figuring it would only be a
couple of minutes. What's a couple of minutes
among "brothers"? But wait, what | didn't know
was that first we had to stop at KFC to pick up
five, yes five, KFC meals. Have you ever tried to
communicate five different meals to the server at a
KFC? Comprendi? Thank GOD my "sluggish Ital-
ian" helped a bit. So now | figured, “ well, off to
the assisted living, then on to our way home.” Are
you kidding? First we had to deliver two of those
meals to his Godfather's home being he just had a
successful heart operation at the young age of 92.
God bless him. I'll sign to that right now! He
looked healthier than both of us! Then we had to
deliver one more to Mom Scarpa's home (Wayne's
Mom), and finally to the assisted living —to

first deliver the other two mealsthenlook at the

big TV moving project before it got dark. Hey?
That's Scarpa!

Scarpa is a great asset for the City of Danbury.
Thanks, Mayor Mark, for seeing those qualities.

Again, congratulations and many thanks to all in-
volved but especially to brother WJS.

Have a nice day & be safe,
T Rizzo S.
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Here, slaving over a hot fire pit, are our chefs par excellence,
Bob (I'm not Emeril) Lovell (left) and Mark Meyer (right).
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In the last issue of the Jottings, Mark Lyon was
incorrectly named District Governor-elect. The
caption should have read “Vice-District Governor-
elect”.

Stephanie Jacobson was also mislabeled. She is
not our Tail Twister, she is our new Lion Tamer.
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7 Congressman Chris Murphy

10 Steak Roast — Please Note: Only 1 steak
per person until everyone is serve d

21 Open

28 Lion Mark Boughton, Mayor of Danbury
4 Stuart Family Farm

11 Open

18 Dr. Mickey Harpaz, Nutritionist

25 Open

Our Penny Pot has produced $20.88 for the

month of July for Sight Saver Day.




