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JUNGLE JOTTINGS
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By Jerry Hofmann
As Chairman of this year’'s Golf Comnsaée, | wan

to personally thank the committee members for a
job well done

Keith Beaver...............o....... Berni Kallas

Joan Bielizna...........ccc......... Lyn Meyers

Howard Blayney.................. Frank Molinaro
Val White

As it stands now, the club has a profit of $11,800. |
expect more revenues to come in for a few, as yet,
unpaid tee signs. | am hoping there are no more ex-
penses coming in so that we can reach my goal of
$12,000.

This year we had about 24 fewer players than last
year which can be attributed to the present state of
the economy.

Bob Lovell sold $1,900 in tickets for the raffle
prizes. Heidi Krompinger sold $480 in 50/50 raffle
tickets. Cathy Golankiewicz sold $1,170 in Mulli-
gans. Helene Thompson and Lyn Meyers sold $510
in chances at the Putting Contest. These are signifi-
cant numbers considering the number of players.

We had 20 volunteers participate in the annual golf
tournament this year. They were

John Allen ... Bob Lovell

Keith Beaver ....................... Nancy Manion
Joan Bielizna....................... Lyn Meyers
Howard Blayney.................. Mike Michael
Cathy Golankiewicz............ Tom Nolan

Eric Gottschalk ................... Bob Rifenburg
BerniKallas ........................ Ken Saloom

Mike Kallas............ccceevveeene Roger Schmiedel
Boyd Losee ..........ccceevveennnee Helene Thompson

Other volunteers were Heidi Krompinger from the
Holiday Inn and Earl Hodges from Safelite Auto-
glass Corporation.

Jeanne Walker of Crystal Restoration won the £
raffle. She won $260 and immediately contributed
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Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.

her winnings back to our club. Howard Blayney
won the $1,000 Putting Contest and contributed
$500 of his winnings to the club. This was a
wonderful gesture on the part of both Jeanne and
Howard, and we thank them for that.

This year’s tournament was successful in both
money and timing. The entire tournament was
completed in less than five hours. The putting
contest, cocktail hour, dinner and awards cere-
mony all went according to schedule.

| want to thank everyone including the sponsors,
players, volunteers and the Golf Committee for
their many contributions to making this year’s
tournament a success.

In the absence of IPP Helene Thompson, Bob Lov-
ell announced the nomination of officers at the
meeting of May 15. They are as follows:

IPP e Keith Beaver
President..........cccceevvveveviviiie, Jerry Hofmann
1% Vice President .........c..c.......... Bernadette Kallas
2" Vice President ........c.ccccceeveveeennn, Joan Bielizna
3 Vice President ............ Harold “Mike” Michael
SECIetary ....ccovvvveeeeviiiiieiee e, Robert Lovell
TrEASUIEN ... Lyn Meyers
Tall TWISEEI ... Open
Lion Tamer .......ccccceeeeenieeeeennnnn. Stephanie Jacobson
1 Year Director ........cccceeeeeen.. J. Roger Schmiedel
1 Year DireCtor ......ccccevveeeeeeeiieeiinennns Mark Stirling
2 Year Director ..........cccceevvvvevennnnnns Michael Kallas
2 Year DireCtor .........ccoeeeeevieeeeneninns Nancy Manion
3 Year Director ........cccovvvvvvevvvninnnnnnnn, Warren Levy
3 Year Director .........coevvvvvvvvvnnnnnnnn. Thomas Nolan
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On May 8", our club celebrated the successful At the meeting of May 15 Lion Milt
completion of another Annual Attendance Contest ~ BOyce was presented with his 65 Yegil
with the losing team buying dinner for the winning Monarch Milestone pin for his service
team dinner at La Fortuna. Cocktails started at 6:00  © the Lions Club of Danbury for the |

m. followed bv dinner at 6:30 b.m last 65 years. This announcement w.
p-m. y =0 pm. received with much applause as Pre

Our Revered Moderator, His Honor Mike Kallas, dent Keith walkedrom the podium to

would have written an article about the dinner and Milt to present the pin to him at his usual place at

how it went and how everyone enjoyed the ever the luncheon table where he and his fellow Lions

including the food, the drink, their fellow Lions; sit each week and enjoy each other’'s company.

however, he has been too busy looking for his Following Milt's presentation, our own Wayne

freakin’ green hat! Shepperd spoke briefly, then introduced Andrea

Gartner from City Center Danbury who spoke to us

There it is! No, wait... thereit is! about the film festival scheduled to run from May

20" through May 28 in the downtown area.

The festival is to run six days and nights of inde-
pendent films, provide music, parties, networking
and educational events.

One of the venues for the films is the old Palace
Theater. Mr. Joseph DaSilva has worked in coop-
eration with the mayor’s office and with City Cen-
ter to prepare the Palace for this event.

City Center has gone through its own renovation by
creating a new logo, putting up new banners around
downtown and scheduling some of the old favorites
, - like music on the green, the farmers market and A
Taste of Danbury.

| w o The purpose of City Center’s efforts is to make the
/ d 11" Danbury downtown a gathering place. This effort is
2 being aided by a task force appointed by the mayor
$ * % to help revitalize downtown.
3 *k Kk Jim Whitney, the Volunteer Coordinator for the
. * Northwest CT Convention and Visitors Bureau,
spoke then about the economic impact of the film
festival.
*f +++ i He told us that research indicates that this five day
2 vg g film festival will draw about 5,000 people from in
$ 6 - and around Danbury, who will, on average, spend
s . 15 $10_6 per person. That will give Danbury $500,000
3 15 in direct spending.
7 6% $$ - - He noted that the good thing about such events is
88888888 that the people come, they spend their money and
+ $ 44 then they leave! We get the boost of the income
7 6% ( (4 4 without having to build more housing, increase our
4 3 3 police force or lay down new roads as we would if

3 3 these folks were coming here to stay. What a deal!
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By Tom Nolan

“Plan ahead” — That was the overriding theme of
the presentation made by Lion and Probate Judge
Dianne Yamin at the May gathering of the Lions
Low Vision Support Group.

With more than fifty in attendance, Judge Yamin
touched on the importance of proper estate plan-
ning and the need for certain legal documents to be
in place in order to insure that each individual's
desires are carried out both before and after death.

“Make sure your family members and doctors
know how you want to be treated in the event of
your disability. Have a ‘living will and also be
sure your ‘power of attorney’ is designated to a
trusted family member or friend,” she advised.

She further noted that a will can be legally binding The Honorable Judge Dianne E. Yamin and her intern,
no matter how old it is, but it is still advisable to Esther Tan, pose for us during Lion Dianne’s presenta-
review its contents periodically in the event of tion to the Low Vision Support Group.

significant changes in one’s life situation.

Judge Yamin outlined the myriad responsibilities
of the probate court which was a surprise to many
in attendance.

Virtually all of those in attendance could be classi-
fied as “senior citizens” and thus the focus of most
guestions was on the issues of wills and the ad-
ministration of estates.

Her light and often humorous presentation and
willingness to answer many, many questions were
truly appreciated by her very attentive audience,
and her talk was classified as “one of the best
we’ve ever had.”

* 6 : The Annual Senior Fitness & Health Fair held on May

28" once again featured our Lions Low Vision display

of information and devices which are made available to

community members who suffer from severe vision

restrictions. Lion Ken Taylor shows one of the displayed

19 %% } mzil_gnifiers to long-time Danbury residents, Jenny Bru-
caliere.
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And the winners are...

Howard Blayney smiles after winning the Putting Con-
test that earned him $1,000! Howard was gracious
enough to give back $500 of his winnings to our club.

Our own Beth Ann Fetzer stroked a beautiful shot just That makes him a winner twice!

22 feet from the pin and took away first prize for the
women in the Closest to the Pin contest.

Leslie Brent, Realtor with ERA Goodfellow Homes in
Wayne Shepperd, Beth Ann Fetzer and her dad, Neil Danbury and President of the local Board of Realtors,
Wagner, stand behind the tee sign that Beth Ann poses for a photo op along with Kurt Miller and Joan
bought to honor her dad on his birthday. Bielizna.
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The latest gathering of the Danbury Lions Street
Cleaning Crew took place on May'24 bright,
sunny Saturday morning. In attendance that day
were Fran Evans, Lyn Meyers, Ernie Harrington,
Mark Stirling, Howie and Nancy Schulze, Jim
Leheny and Keith Beaver. Based on the size of
our crew that day, it looks like we should have
the street cleaning on a holiday weekend more
often. It certainly did not hurt participation!

Gathering at 7:30 a.m., the crew headed out to
clean our adopted streets. Since the streets were
in pretty good shape, it only took us 45 minutes
to complete the job, and then we regrouped at
Dunkin Donuts for coffee and refueling.

Speaking of refueling, we had the ‘honor’ of
watching the Citgo station change their gas prices
for the day, increasing (of course) another $0.03
from when we passed by just 30 minutes prior.
This is, unfortunately, a common sight these days
that won't be going away anytime soon.

Nonetheless, we all got a little exercise, had some
fun with fellow Lions and helped to improve our
neighborhoods for the Memorial Day weekend.
Next Street Cleaning will be Saturday Jun&.28

Danbury Lions Street Cleaning Crew from left are Lyn
Meyers, Nancy & Howie Schulze, Mark Stirling, Keith
Beaver, Fran Evans, Jim Leheny and Ernie Harrington.

President Keith Beaver stands with DG Rose Marie
Spatafore and a District 23A Lions Club International
Certificate of Service for '80 Years of Dedicated Ser-
vice that she presented to him for our club. Multiple
District Council Chairman Joe Poirier also presented
Keith with a Multiple District 23 Certificate of Appre-
ciation.

$6 2
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On Friday May 16, 2008, Lions from all over
Connecticut gathered in Mystic for our annual
State Convention. The location was terrific, the
weather was fabulous (except for the drive there
and back...) and a great time was had by all!

In attendance from our club were President Keith
and his family, Melissa, Kendra and Sean; VP
Joan Bielizna; Frank Molinaro with his daughter,
Moira, and her children, Glen and Emily and fam-
ily friend, Jack Clark; Helene Thompson and
daughter, Amanda; Bob Lovell; Mark Stirling;
Kate Shea; and Lyn Meyers.

The festivities started on Friday evening with a
BBQ dinner complete with a barbershop quartet.
The hospitality rooms were opened immediately
following dinner and attendance was high. Since
the hospitality rooms were right off the pool, it
was easy for the kids to enjoy a swim while under
the watchful eyes of their parents — or whichever
parent whose turn it was to watch. This was just
one of the reasons why this trip was such a nice
family event.

Saturday included the business meeting in the
morning and then the rest of the day was on our
own. Our club members decided to visit down-
town Mystic for lunch at the restaurant Azu. We
enjoyed a very nice lunch, and it just so happened
that the chef had previously worked at Nick’s in
Danbury!

After lunch the crew split up with some going to
the Seaport, some staying in town, some heading
to the Aquarium and a few brave souls heading
back to the hotel to work registration.

The formal dinner on Saturday night was a big
success and our guest of honor, International Di-
rector Dr. Patti Hill, was a most entertaining and
inspiring speaker. Numerous awards were given
out by the International Director, not the least of
which was an “International President’s Award”
presented to PDG Ray Shea for all his work over
the years!

Centerpieces for the dinner were made by our
very own Nancy Manion and Berni Kallas and

our Club received a public thank you from Uncle
Mike Del Re during the ceremonies.

After dinner, it was back to the hospitality rooms
for more camaraderie and, more importantly, to
see who won the raffle prizes! Danbury did pretty
well as Sean Beaver, Mark Stirling and Lyn
Meyers all won prizes (although Sean only got to
keep the decorative NY Yankees bucket while
Dad got the beer that came with it).

Sunday activities included the second business
meeting, a memorial service and voting for Dis-
trict Governors, Vice District Governors, and the
endorsement of Scott Storms for International
Second Vice President.

MD-23A officially elected Lion Joan Bennett as
our District Governor and Lion Mark Lyons as
our Vice District Governor. No official word, as
yet, on the endorsement of Scott Storms.

A closing brunch was held after the business
meeting which gave your President an opportunity
to present our Friendship Banner to the Interna-
tional Director as she headed out to catch a plane
to her next destination. Things wound down after
brunch as most headed home and a few stayed on
to visit the Aquarium.

All'in all, it was a very nice and well-run event. |
would like to extend my thanks to those in our
club who helped make this a great weekend:
Helene Thompson on registration — don’t forget to
credit that Lion her $20! — Lyn Meyers on certify-
ing the delegates, Joan Bielizna for putting to-
gether the booklets and registration forms, Nancy
Manion and Berni Kallas for making the center-
pieces and Frank Molinaro as general go-to guy
and problem-solver.

I’'m sure there were issues during this event, as
there are with any event of this size, but the atten-
dees never knew it, which is a testament to the
great job those above performed throughout the
weekend.

See you next year at Villa Roma in Callicoon,
New York!



The First Children, Sean and Kendra

The First Family of the Danbury Lions stand with IPP Helene Thomason and
Club , Melissa, Sean, Kendra and her daughter, Amanda, at the State
Daddy-President Keith stand with a Convention in Mystic, CT.

penguin statue outside the Mystic

Aquarium.

Attendees at the State Convention gather at dinner. Standing are Keith &
Melissa Beaver, in front of them their children, Kendra and Sean; Mark Stir-
ling; Frank Molinaro; Bob Lovell; Lyn Meyers; Joan Bielizna; and DG Rose
Marie Spatafore. Seated are Denise Dudek and her daughter, Erin, both from
the Essex Lions Club; Amanda Peterson seated next to her mom, Helene
Thompson; and Kate Shea.
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Jay Lent, Executive Vice President and Chief
Operations Officer of Union Savings Bank,
spoke to us about things financial, specifically,
how we got into the current economic mess and
why.

The cause of all the housing foreclosures that we
are experiencing in huge numbers is due to a
very bad practice by some banks and other lend-
ing agencies to grant mortgages to people who
simply were not able to pay them. These mort-
gages were called sub-prime loans, and they
were offered to non-qualified borrowers, based
on standard loan requirements, and among other
things, caused the collapse of Bear Stearns.

Although the “Really Smart Guys” (RGS)

thought they had a great idea, their plan for sub-
prime mortgages fell apart, because it was based
ononefalse premise: that housing prices would
never go down again.

Unfortunately, they were wrong. Of $11.5 tril-
lion in residential mortgages, $2.5 trillion, or
20%, are sub-prime loans.

As housing prices dropped and the housing mar-
ket slowed and people’s finances became
strained, lots of sub-prime borrowers stopped
paying their mortgages. Foreclosers abound.

A HOP loan, that is, a Home Owner’s Preserva-
tion loan has been developed, aimed at helping
those sub-prime borrowers who now find them-
selves unable to pay their mortgages. It's a col-
laboration between agencies and banks and is a
strong effort to avoid having the taxpayers pick
up the tab on defaulted sub-prime mortgages.

Keith Beaver stands with Jay Lent and
Joan Bielizna.
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Linda Kosko from Danbury’s Children First or-

ganization spoke to us about their programs and
goals.

The Children First organization was formed 12
years ago. It is a parent led organization with
75% of their Board of Directors being parents.
They use about 80 volunteers annually to run all
the programs they have, and they are always
looking for more volunteers.

The mission of Danbury Children First is to in-
volve, empower and support parents to improve
the lives of children at home, in school and in the
community.

They serve families with children from birth to 8
years of age. The focus is on supporting parents
so that their children can receive all the services
they need to succeed in life.

Among the events they offer are these:

Information & Workshops for Parents
Advocacy for Young Children
Parent Leadership Programs
Multi-Cultural Committee & Programs

Basically, the Children First organization helps
parents to connect with the schools or agencies
that they need to help their children. They have
an extensive list of resources to direct the parents
in finding help for their child’s particular needs,
and a special resource list for children with spe-
cial needs.

Children First has a newsletter that offers parents
many suggestions and lists of resources to help
them in their role as parents and to involve them-
selves and their children in educational and
community activites.

Currently, Danbury Children First is working
towards getting a parent center where parents can
go to learn where and what resources are avail-
able to them.



Thanks to the efforts of Bob Yamin, who spearheaded this effort, there were 14nddh$aamily mem-
bers/friends who marched in this year’'s Memorial Day Parade in Danbons Wwiho marched were Moham-
med Alam, Keith Beaver, Cathy Golankiewicz, Ernie Harrington, Jerry Hofmaoim| Bvell, Jim Leheny,
Nancy Manion, Mark Meyer, Lyn Meyers, Mark Stirling, Steve Tullino, Val Whitg Bob Yamin. Family
members and friends included Mohammed'’s wife, Nasreen, and their two boys,aPdréarvis; Cathy Go-
lankiewicz’s daughter, Stephanie Lacava and her two children, Zackary andhi&eith Beaver’'s daughter,
Kendra, and her friend, Katie Clark; and Mark Stirling’s granddaughter, Md\geciso.

The children, from left to right, are Kendra Beaver in the pink top, Katie Clark in
the blue top, Morgan Narciso in the white top, Zackary & Hannah Lacava in the
wagon and Parvis & Price Alam standing with Mohammed and Nasreen.

Lions from left are Bob Lovell, Jim Leheny, Bob Yamin, Jerry Hofmann, Val
White, Lyn Meyers, Mark Stirling, Nancy Manion, Ernie Harrington, Mark Meyer,
Cathy Golankiewicz and Steve Tullino. Lions not pictured here are Mohammed
Alam and Keith Beaver.



The contact person for volunteers for our CRIS
Studio is not Kate Shea. It is Keith Beaver. He can
be contacted &tbeaver@sisonaassociates.oom

at his home phone at 203-778-9664.

To learn about all our district events, go to
http://www.district23a.org/,
and follow this link for details:
http://www.district23a.org/events.htm.

Our Penny Pot has produced $13.19 for the

month of May for Sight Saver Day.
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Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Aug
Aug

12
17
19
26
14
14

Bob Lovell — Identity Theft

Scholarship Luncheon

Tuesday Night - Installation Dinner

Round Table

Open

Round Table - noon

Steak Roast - Bennett Memorial Park - 5:30



