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Not above you, not beneath you, but with you. 
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Richard Stoops, principal of Immaculate High 
School, presented a slide show explaining the mis-
sion of Immaculate, what makes a good school 
great and what makes a great school superb. 

The mission of Immaculate is to teach the whole 
student: the heart, the soul, the mind and the body.  

To that end, they offer academics, with the entire 
school offering only college prep studies, including 
11 Advanced Placement courses. They offer sports, 
including field hockey, soccer, football, cross coun-
try, ice hockey, basketball, swimming, baseball, 
softball, track & field and tennis. About 68% of 
their students participates in sports. 

They have religious classes each week and they 
have a fine arts program that is outstanding which 
can certainly be attested to by those Lions who at-
tended the IHS production of “Les Misérables”. It 
was truly amazing, with over 100 students taking 
some part in the production, either on stage or be-
hind the scenes. That’s about a quarter of the entire 
student body! 

What makes a good school great is the connection 
between and among the students, the faculty and the 
parents. They believe that the student needs to feel 
that every person in the system is approachable. 

Finally, Mr. Stoops explained what makes a great 
school superb is the connection between and among 
the IHS family and the outside community, includ-
ing the alumni, corporate partners and service or-
ganizations such as our own Lions Club. 

We learned that IHS is in its third generation of stu-
dents, that 100% of their students graduate IHS with 
an average grade of 85%, and that last year they 
took away with them $6.1 million in scholarships. 
Sixty-three percent of their grads earn their college 
degree. 

We also learned that alumni of IHS include Dr. Ian 
Smith and Neil Cavuto. 

Ray Kish of Candlewood Marketing Associates 
spoke to us about the value of marketing and brand 
recognition. 
Ray’s company imprints just about everything and 
incorporates it into their promotional literature.  
He told us how this idea of imprinting products for 
marketing purposes got started. He explained that a 
publisher was gazing out his window one afternoon 
and saw the school children on their way home 
from school. To his dismay, he also noticed that 
some of the kids would drop their books as they at-
tempted to carry several of them home with them. 
Books, precious books, were being ruined. 
The publisher, after making a deal with the owner 
of Tom McCann Shoes, went to the local feed bag 
manufacturer and asked him to make some bags 
imprinted with the McCann logo. The bag manufac-
turer made the bags to spec, imprinted them with 
Tom McCann Shoes and delivered them to the pub-
lisher. The publisher took them to Tom McCann 
and asked that he give them away to local students 
to use as book bags.  
This was the first instance of imprinted promotional 
marketing, as well as the first instance of coopera-
tive marketing, where two or three parties produce 
and distribute materials that benefit all of them. 
Ray then proceeded to show us some of the more 
unusual products he has made. The first was really 
an executive toy: a miniature helicopter. The second 
was a tiny fly swatter, small enough to fit into a 
business envelope. The lumpiness of the envelope 
would pique the recipient’s interest, and he’d have 
to open the promotional piece of mail to see what 
was inside. The most interesting item was a pen- 
sized flashlight that housed a screwdriver set in one 
end, flashlight at the other, and the entire piece was 
actually a level. And of course, it displayed a com-
pany logo. 
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Fifteen members of the Lions Low Vision Center of 
Fairfield and New Haven Counties gathered at the 
Danbury Hospital Rehabilitation Center this month  
for their regular bi-monthly meeting and a presenta-
tion by members of the hospital Low Vision Reha-
bilitation staff. 

The Lions Low Vision Center in Danbury is consid-
ered a premier facility for providing low vision 
counseling and service to residents of the area who 
have serious visual impairment. Hospital staff 
therapists, Kim Downs and Julie Nasti, both trained 
specifically in low vision rehabilitation therapy, ex-
plained and demonstrated to the Lions members 
how they conduct their interviews and counseling 
sessions with clients/patients. 

The Lions Clubs provide many different types low 
vision devices free of charge to clients/patients.  

Those in attendance were also made aware of the 
follow-up program, the Lions Low Vision Support 
Group meetings, that offer an opportunity for those 
having gone through the Center’s counseling, to 
meet monthly, share experiences and hear speakers 
with timely messages.  

It was also noted that the CRIS radio service, of-
fered by the Lions Clubs, had become an integral 
part of the lifestyle of many of the clients/patients. 

Area Low Vision President, Marinus Dejongh of-
fered thanks to the Danbury Club and Danbury Li-
ons Low Vision Chairman Howard Blayney for 
sponsoring the meeting; he also presented letters of 
appreciation to Kim Downs and Julie Nasti. 

�

Physical therapist and low vision specialist Kim Downs, 
second from left, demonstrates the closed circuit TV  
magnifier to the Low Vision President of Fairfield and New 
Haven Counties, Marinus Dejongh, second from right. 
Howard Blayney and fellow therapist Julie Nasti look on. 
�

Condolences 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 
 family of our late Lion Dick Engstrom 
whose  wife Dorothea passed away  

on Friday, March 28, 2008. 

Our club received a letter of thanks for our $1,000 
donation to the Low Vision Center of Fairfield and 

New Haven Counties. 
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This year more than 700 Lions, Lionesses, and 
Leos gathered at the UN on a cool and gray Fri-
day in March to celebrated a relationship that 
began in 1945. 

That was the year that Lion Founder, Melvin 
Jones, and Past International Presidents Fred 
Smith and D. A Skeen were invited to San Fran-
cisco to help develop the non-governmental 
(NGO) charter for the new organization to be 
known as the United Nations. 

Since that time, Lions have partnered with UN 
agencies on many humanitarian initiatives. 

The Lions Sight First Program works with World 
Health Organization doctors to provide eye health 
and corrective measures around the world. 

On March 14th we gathered to learn about some 
new ways to work with the UN to provide hu-
manitarian aid to those in need. 

Mahendra Amarasuriya, International President, 
spoke about the UN Millennium Development 
Goals and the new SightFirst II program. He also 
briefed us on the many things that Lions Clubs do 
throughout the world. Lions feed 60,000 people in 
South Africa. In Kenya Lions are helping fight 
AIDS. Other programs include education for chil-
dren through Lions Quest. 

Under Secretary General for Communications and 
Public Information, Kiyotaka Akasaka, brought a 
message from the UN Secretary General con-
gratulating Lions on the cooperation  between 
Lions and the UN. Akasaka personally thanked 
the Lions SightFirst efforts in helping to contain 
River Blindness. 

Ambassador Permanent Representative of Sri 
Lanka to the UN, H.E. Prasad Kariyawasam, spoke 
of other UN goals with respect to climate changes 
and nuclear threats and terrorism. He introduced a 
Global Contract that sets goals for business around 
the world to promote good business practices and 
human rights and environmental goals.  

Lions IP Amarasuriya  signed the Contract, thereby 
committing Lions Clubs involvement. 

The winning peace poster and its artist, Ming Yang 
Soong, age 13, from Malaysia were introduced to 
the gathering. 

Great musical entertainment was provided by 
Midwest Young Artists Voices Ringing and proc-
lamations from New York State and New York 
City were received.  
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Our Attendance Contest dinner will be held  
May 8th at La Fortuna Restaurant 

 on Stony Hill Road in Bethel. 
Cocktails at 6:00 
Dinner at 6:30 

Ken Post conducted training in Adult CPR and 
AED for three staff members of the Danbury Sen-
ior Center as well as two Lions on April 15th at 
8:30 in the morning at the Senior Center. 

On April 17th at 5:30 p.m., another three Lions 
and friends were trained, giving our club a total of 
five newly trained Lions. 

Those newly trained Lions are Fran Evans, Tom 
Frizzell, Ernie Harrington, Nancy Manion, Mark 
Stirling and his partner-in-service, Bunny Jacob-
son, and Broadview Middle School staff member 
Robbie Robinson. The five newly trained Lions 
are now members of the Lions Life Savers CPR 
Corps. Certificates were presented to all at our 
May 1st meeting.  

Congratulations to all! 
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On April 30th the Club held its annual tree plant-
ing at Lions’ Way to coincide with Arbor Day. As 
a club we were very lucky this year in that we did 
not lose any members to the passage of time; 
however, several of our members were not so 
lucky. A number of members lost spouses and 
family members this past year, and it was decided 
by the Board that we would honor those family 
members at our tree planting ceremony since  
family members are an important part of our club, 
even when they are not members. Without the 
support of our families we would not be able to do 
all of the good work we do for the blind, our 
community and the world.  It is often a time con-
suming task to fulfill our motto, "We Serve". 
Without the support of our families, we could not 
fulfill the challenges of our motto. This year's tree 
planting was performed in memory of  

 Stu Bielizna Millie Boyce 
 Dorothea Engstrom Betty Levy 
 Addie Humphreville Althea Sillari 

Rose Mary Murphy 
Joseph Frade, father of Berni Kallas 

The event took place on a bright, sunny and 
slightly chilly day at the Lions’ Memorial. A 
weeping cherry tree was planted adjacent to the 
City's Parks and Recreation building, alongside 
the numerous trees we have planted in the past. 
My thanks go to Lion Mayor Mark Boughton and 
Lion Father Paul Mooradd for their kind words at 
the ceremony and also to those Lions in atten-
dance.�
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This is our esteemed Moderator for the 2008 Atten-
dance Contest. Some things are better left unsaid… 

Here are our honorable Team Captains: PP Tom 
Frizzell of Tom’s TISTAAFMs  and PP Fran Evans 
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At last we know what TISTAAFM stands for… 
“There Is Such a Thing As A Free Meal”. 
However, at our meeting of May 1st, in light of 
the closeness of the race and fearing his team 
could actually lose this hot race, Captain Tom 
was thinking perhaps he should rename his team 
“There Is No Such a Thing As A Free Meal”. 
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And that green chapeau of the Moderator that 
somehow kept disappearing, week after week. 
No one ever caught the slippery thief who stole it 
not once, not twice, but at least three times!  

Our distinguished Moderator with the kind and gentle, 
albeit short, Tweezer Seri, who mysteriously received 
the stolen chapeau and graciously returned to its right-
ful owner.  

The question then became, “You want fries with that?” 

Great hat, John. It really suits you. 

Our ever festive and ready for a party, Helene is prepared for 
Cinco de Mayo. 
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Is that what they call pulling a 
rabbit out of a hat? 

Oh, my gosh, Lyn mitre been a priest if he hadn’t become a CPA! 
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Why, look, it’s the Wizard of Odd! 

 Where does this man get all his outfits?   
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This one has to be seen from all angles to 
 really be appreciated. 
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Oh… my… gawd …! 

Foul, Foul, I Say!  

That was the almost universal reaction from those in attendance at the final session of the Attendance Contest 
when the esteemed leader declared his own wife as winner of the best attired member. 

Having portrayed himself as an honest, objective, although sometimes dictatorial, chairperson, "Honest Mike" 
took on the role of a typical politician when he played favorites and gave out this pork barrel award to his own 
spouse. He knows where his bread is buttered! 

Right from the beginning, operating under (or perhaps, behind, would be more accurate) false pretenses, as you 
can readily see in the pictures above, he'll have to answer to the entire club for this miscarriage of justice! 

On the other hand, who could deny that Prince Abdul Michael was the real winner?�
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And the winner of the most creative/outrageous costume on the last 
 day  of our Attendance Contest is… Berni, the Bag Lady! 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Editor’s Note: There’s no denying, this was a fun Attendance Contest, as you can readily see. 
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May 15 Linda Kosko & Bill Lerchen – Dby Children 1st 

May 22 Jay Lent - Union Savings Bank 
Jun 5 Bob Lovell 
Jun 12 Scholarship Luncheon 
Jun 17 Tuesday Night  - Installation Dinner 
Jun 19 Round Table 

Jun 26 Open 

Aug 14 Round Table - noon 
Aug 14 Steak Roast - Bennett Memorial Park - 5:30 
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The contact person for volunteers for our CRIS 
Studio is not Kate Shea. It is Keith Beaver. He can 
be contacted at kbeaver@sisonaassociates.com or 
at his home phone at 203-778-9664. 
�
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Our Penny Pot has produced $18.06 this 

month for Sight Saver Day. 

To learn about all our district events, go to 
http://www.district23a.org/,  

and follow this link for details: 
http://www.district23a.org/events.htm.�
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