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Our annual raffle drawing was held at our January 
7th meeting. 1st VP Jerry Hofmann ran a terrific 
raffle as demonstrated by the final results. 

Revenues ................... $25,780.00 
Expenses.................... $13,352.45 
Profits ........................ $12,427.55 

The final total for the top 10 sellers is 

1. Frank Molinaro.....................  338 
2. Mike Kallas ..........................  202 
3. Mike Michael .......................  160 
4. Howard Schulze .................... 120 
5. Nancy Manion ........................ 80 
6. John Hyatt ..............................  70 
7. Helene Thompson ................... 68 
8. Bill Campbell .........................  50 

Fran Evans..............................  50 
Cathy Golankiewicz ................ 50 

Jerry reported to the Board that this was a real 
team effort and the results were spectacular, and 
he congratulates everyone who helped make this 
one of the most successful raffles ever. 

The names of the winners are 

Hal Meeker $10,000.00 sold by Mike Kallas 
Bob Cicarelli $2,000.00 sold by Ken Saloom 
Nancy Curran $1,000.00 sold by John Hyatt 
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The meeting of February 14th, Valentine’s Day, 
was our annual Partner-in-Service day. Many Li-
ons brought their non-Lion partners to the meeting. 

As a Valentine’s Day gift, Rare Occasion, one of 
the quartets of the Danbury Mad Hatters Chorus 
surprised this editor with a rose, a card and a sing-
ing Valentine, and then sang to all the ladies in at-
tendance. It should be noted that the bass in the 
Rare Occasion quartet is Nancy Manion’s husband. 

Red roses were also presented by Berni and Mike 
Kallas to all the lady guests of the day. Later 
Bernie presented a red rose to each of the Immacu-
late High School singers as thanks for their enter-
tainment. 

Also in attendance was our top raffle prize winner, 
Hal Meeker who was presented with his $10,000 
check by 1st VP Jerry Hofmann. 

Hal accepted the check with thanks and told us he 
will be donating a portion of his winnings to The 
American National Youth Association, a 501(c)(3) 
corporation to help youth find productive outlets so 
that they stay out of trouble. The organization 
helps these youths to find jobs that contribute to 
the activities they enjoy, among which is skydiving 
and bungee jumping. 

We were then entertained by the Immaculate High 
School chorus, directed and accompanied by Mrs. 
Mary Raymond. 

The chorus opened with “American the Beautiful”, 
“Laudamus Te”, and “Find the Cause for Free-
dom”, an a cappella number by the young men. 
Then the full chorus sang a medley from “Hair-
spray”. They finished with a rousing “One Day 
More” from “Le Miserable” which had everyone 
on their feet in a standing ovation. The chorus then 
passed out complimentary tickets to their April 
show of “Les Miserable” which everyone was de-
lighted to receive. 
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Our guest speaker at the meeting of February 21st 
was Anthony Hull, General Manager of Lens-
Crafters in the mall. 

Anthony spoke to us about LensCrafters’ corporate 
non-profit arm, the Gift of Sight Foundation. 

He explained to us that they provide eye care ser-
vices, including eye exams and eyeglasses, to 
those who cannot afford them on their own. They 
rely on the Lions Club to screen such individuals 
to determine if they are qualified, and then refer 
them to LensCrafters for help. 

Then Anthony told us about their eyeglasses recy-
cling program, to which the Lions donate so many 
glasses that are collected around the city and the 
greater Danbury area.  

It all starts with the old eyeglasses that Lions col-
lect and deliver to LensCrafters. Each LensCrafters 
store has a quota for recycling glasses that they try 
to fill. 

The individual stores clean up the glasses and send 
them on to Roanoke, VA, where their headquarters 
are located. In VA, they completely refurbish, re-
store and categorize the glasses by prescription 
strength, after which they pack them up in cartons, 
according to their prescription. 

These cartons of refurbished glasses are taken by 
the Gift of Sight volunteers to people around the 
world on an annual two week trip to examine and 
fit needy people with them. He told us that the goal 
of the Gift of Sight program for 2009 is to help 7 
million people obtain a free eye exam and free 
eyeglasses. 

 
 
 

 

2�����������	�

���
�������
�������
�������
����� ���
/������2�� ,���/������2�� ,���/������2�� ,���/������2�� ,��� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ������������� ���
-�
	��1�
���-�
	��1�
���-�
	��1�
���-�
	��1�
��� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��������������������� ����
���	����
���	����
���	����
���	� ���
3��
���/�� 
��3��
���/�� 
��3��
���/�� 
��3��
���/�� 
�� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���������������������� �� � �	�	�	�	 �'��'��'� �'�� ���
1���
��		��-
��
�1���
��		��-
��
�1���
��		��-
��
�1���
��		��-
��
� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������ """" ������ �� �'��'��'� �'�� ���
��
��1
��
4�
��
��1
��
4�
��
��1
��
4�
��
��1
��
4�
 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 5 555 �������� �'��'��'� �'�� ���
6����	�������6����	�������6����	�������6����	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ������������������ �����	
������	
������	
������	
�� �������
����(���������(���������(���������(�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������2��
�����2��
�����2��
�����2��
������ ���
*
���������*
���������*
���������*
��������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������2

��2�
�	��2

��2�
�	��2

��2�
�	��2

��2�
�	��� ���
�	�,����2���
���	�,����2���
���	�,����2���
���	�,����2���
�� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
���2
 ���
���2
 ���
���2
 ���
���2
 ��� ���

�
���	����
���	����
���	����
���	���� ���
2�� 
��7��
�2�� 
��7��
�2�� 
��7��
�2�� 
��7��
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
���	�����8���
���	�����8���
���	�����8���
���	�����8��� ���
9�
��7
��
�9�
��7
��
�9�
��7
��
�9�
��7
��
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��� �
���	�����8���
���	�����8���
���	�����8���
���	�����8��� ���
(
�+��	
��
��(
�+��	
��
��(
�+��	
��
��(
�+��	
��
�� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
���	���"�8���
���	���"�8���
���	���"�8���
���	���"�8��� ���
���6�������� 
�������6�������� 
�������6�������� 
�������6�������� 
���� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
���	���"�8���
���	���"�8���
���	���"�8���
���	���"�8��� ���
(
��
���-
��
�(
��
���-
��
�(
��
���-
��
�(
��
���-
��
� �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
���	���5�8���
���	���5�8���
���	���5�8���
���	���5�8��� ���
7
����(
�
��7
����(
�
��7
����(
�
��7
����(
�
�� �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
���	���5�
���	���5�
���	���5�
���	���5�8�� �8���8���8��� ���
$�
�+�(��
�
��$�
�+�(��
�
��$�
�+�(��
�
��$�
�+�(��
�
�� ������������������������������������������������������������ (� �����
,���

� 
�(� �����
,���

� 
�(� �����
,���

� 
�(� �����
,���

� 
�� ���

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::� ���
7
����(
�
��7
����(
�
��7
����(
�
��7
����(
�
�� �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 9�
	��9�
	��9�
	��9�
	��� ���
$�
�+�(��
�
��$�
�+�(��
�
��$�
�+�(��
�
��$�
�+�(��
�
�� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������;��
�	
�	�9�
	��;��
�	
�	�9�
	��;��
�	
�	�9�
	��;��
�	
�	�9�
	��� ���
9����	�/
��
��	��9����	�/
��
��	��9����	�/
��
��	��9����	�/
��
��	�� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� *�� 
�	��*�� 
�	��*�� 
�	��*�� 
�	��� ���
�����
������
������������
������
������������
������
������������
������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� *���
	�*���
	�*���
	�*���
	� ����

�

Lion Berni Kallas has introduced a new idea to our 
club, and she wants you to feel free to give her your 
two cents! 

There will be a small cauldron sitting on the table 
by the raffle tickets. This is our club’s Penny Pot. 

If you are like many people who do not want to be 
bothered with pennies, here’s a place you can de-
posit them that will actually benefit someone. 

All pennies collected in our club’s Penny Pot will 
be donated to the Lion Sight Savers program. 

So please feel free to deposit your unwanted pen-
nies, or any coins you like, into our Penny Pot and 
help save sight. 

Berni informed us that on the first day of the Penny 
Pot, we collected $2.06 Keep it coming! 
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It’s that time of year when Lions begin to think 
about who should be honored in their club for 
outstanding service and dedication. At this time I 
would like to request from our members names of 
Lions that they feel meet the criteria of the vari-
ous awards as noted below. Please give this seri-
ous consideration and take the opportunity to 
nominate a fellow Lion you feel exemplifies the 
spirit of Lions and our motto “We Serve”. 
Melvin Jones Fellow – The Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship was created in 1973 in the name of the 
founder of Lions Clubs International, Melvin 
Jones. This is not an award, but the highest form 
of recognition to acknowledge an individual's 
dedication to humanitarian service. 
Knight of the Blind – In 1925 Helen Keller of-
fered the Keynote Address at the International 
Convention. She challenged Lions "to become 
Knights of the Blind in the Crusade against Dark-
ness". In 1991, CLERF borrowed the concept 
from LCIF and started the Knight of the Blind 
Award. 
Ambassador of Sight – The Ambassador of 
Sight award is given in recognition of efforts by 
an individual who has provided dedicated and 
unselfish service to those served by or in need of 
service from the Low Vision Centers in Connecti-
cut. 
Loyal Shepherd – The Loyal Shepherd Award 
recognizes a person who has given unselfishly in 
time, talent and treasure to the Fidelco Guide Dog 
Foundation in Bloomfield, CT, and the blind 
community that the Foundation serves. 
International “Challenge To Change” Award – 
This is an award through Lions International that 
recognizes outstanding Lions, club presidents, 
district governors, Leos and Leo clubs. It can also 
honor the best public relations programs, district 
membership growth, new projects, continuing 
projects, SightFirst II program and more. 
Among the factors considered are membership 
growth, club extension, innovation, membership 
participation, public participation, public relations 
success, community impact, promoting Challenge 

to Change and participation in district, multiple 
district and international events. 

Two categories that can be nominated by a Club 
President are “Continuing Project” and “New 
Project”. (Other categories must be nominated by 
International Directors, District Governors or 
Council Chairs) 
Note:  Nominations for this award must be sub-
mitted to International by March 15th. 
At this month’s Board meeting I was pleased to 
nominate Lion Nancy Manion for the Interna-
tional Challenge to Change Award – New Project 
Category (Campaign SightFirst II). 
Again, I ask that you all give serious thought to 
these awards and to those you feel meets the high 
standards of the Lions Club. Nominations will be 
reviewed by the Executive Committee and the 
awards will be presented at this year’s Installation 
Banquet. 
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John Allen reported that the Salvation Army’s Red 
Kettles annual Bell Ringing, in which the Lions 
participated once again, came up short in our par-
ticular area of the country.  

Then he asked our club to continue its support of 
the Salvation Army by attending their annual fund-
raising breakfast on April 7th from 7:30 to 9:00 
a.m. at the Ethan Allen Inn. 

He’s hoping our club will buy a table or two which 
we can fill with our own members. 

If you are interested in buying a table or simply 
attending in order to make a donation, please con-
tact John Allen at 203-744-4611(w) or 860-868-
0677(h). Your support will be greatly appreciated. 

The Annual Fidelco Open House is to be held Sat-
urday, April 12, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 
p.m. If anyone has any questions about attending, 
contact the Fidelco Lions Liason Kris Fletcher at 
860-243-4052.  For directions go to Fidelco's web-
site at www.fidelco.org or contact President Keith 
at kbeaver@didonaassociates.com.  
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The Connecticut Lions MD-23 57th annual Mid-
Winter Conference was held at the Farmington 
Marriott Hotel on February 1st-3rd, 2008.  The fes-
tivities began on Friday evening with a gigantic 
cocktail party hosted by the three vice district gov-
ernor candidates, 23A’s Mark Lyon of the Brook-
field Club, 23B’s David Yadach of the Avon Club 
and 23C’s Keith Lemire of the Willimantic Lions 
Club. International 1st VP Alan Brandel and his 
wife, Dr. Maureen Murphy were the special hon-
ored guests for the weekend. 

There were costumes, choruses, skits and dancing 
to the tunes of a DJ hired for the Friday event. 

The first set of Saturday morning seminars, of 
which there were five, began at 8:30 a.m. and 
ended at 10:00 a.m.  The second set, also consist-
ing of  five seminars, began at 10:15 a.m. and 
ended in time for the noon luncheon.  The seminars 
were varied and fun and they included Creating 
Club Newsletters, CLERF, Fundraising and Cam-
paign SightFirst II to name only a few. 

The business meeting was called to order at 2:00 
p.m. by David Burgess, IPCC and Conference 
Chairman. The current District Governors gave 
their reports which were followed by the Parade of 
Checks. Our own President Keith Beaver presented 
checks totaling $4,400 to our District Governor 
Rose Marie Spatafore. This was followed by a 
report of the Nominating Committee and the 
nominating and seconding speeches for the three 
Vice District Governor candidates. The business 
meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

Prior to the main banquet on Saturday evening, the 
delegates attended a cocktail party in the Hall of 
States adjacent to the banquet hall.   

The Flag Ceremony was presented following the 
opening of the banquet and it was one of the eve-
ning’s highlights, thanks to Lion Nannette Burdick 
from Mystic our Mistress of Ceremonies.   

Following dinner, 1st VP Brandel and PID Scott 
Storms, assisted by the sitting District Governors, 
presented several International President’s Certifi-
cate of Appreciation Awards. Our own District 

Pride Publisher, Joan Bielizna, was one of the well 
deserved award recipients.   

International 1st VP Brandel then addressed the 
assembly and emphasized the importance of Cam-
paign SightFirst II. He advised that a lot of the 
dollars would not only be expended in the develop-
ing countries, but also in developed countries such 
as the USA.  He also reported that every dollar 
over the $150 million goal would come back to the 
USA in grants and aid. Whenever a disaster strikes 
in this country, a check for $10,000 is immediately 
cut by LCIF and sent to the district where the dis-
aster occurred to begin providing aid to those in 
desperate need.     

The conference attendees adjourned to the hospi-
tality suite in the East Wing of the hotel where 
refreshments were served and the various Vice 
District Governor Candidates held their raffles. 

Sunday morning breakfast was served buffet style 
in the hotel’s grand ballroom with International 1st 
VP Brandel conducting a question and answer 
session with the remaining delegates. 

Attending the conference from the Danbury Club 
were President Keith Beaver and his family; PP’s 
Helene Thompson; Bob Lovell; Frank Molinaro 
and Lyn Meyers; VP’s Joan Bielizna; Jerry Hof-
mann and spouse, Cathy; Berni Kallas and spouse, 
Lion Mike, and our own District 23A Webmaster, 
Ernie Harrington.  
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President Keith Beaver announcing our club’s donation 
checks to the district which he then presented to DG Rose 
Marie Spatafore.  

1st VP Jerry Hofmann, Kathy Poirier, PDG Joe Poirier, 2nd 
VP Berni Kallas, International 1st VP Al Brandel and his wife 
Dr. Maureen Murphy, Sec. Bob Lovell, Membership Chair 
Frank Molinaro, Director Mike Kallas, Webmaster Ernie 
Harrington, DG Rose Marie Spatafore, President Keith 
Beaver and Treasurer Lyn Meyers pose for a photo op. 

3rd VP Joan Bielizna (l), International First Vice President Al 
Brandel and DG Rose Marie�Spatafore (r) share a group 
hug after presentation of the International President's Award. 

Our club’s officers stand for a photo at MidWinter. From the 
left are PP Helene Thompson, Pres. Keith Beaver, 1st VP 
Jerry Hofmann , 2nd VP Berni Kallas and 3rd VP Joan Bielizna.
 

DG Rose Marie�Spatafore (l) and International First Vice 
President Al Brandel (r) stand with 3rd VP Joan Bielizna, our 
District Pride Publisher, displaying the International Presi-
dent's Award Joan received for her work on the District Pride. 
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WE’RE THE BEST KEPT SECRET! How many times 
have you heard this about Lions? You may have even 
said it yourself. Many still associate Lions only with 
“collecting eyeglasses.” Mahendra Amarasuriya, our 
Lions International President, has a theme this year 
which is “Challenge to Change.” We have been hearing 
the call for “change” everywhere these days. I will ven-
ture to say that we can indeed change this mispercep-
tion.  I am not only suggesting that change is possible,    
I am offering a means to change it. “We Serve” Day is 
one way of getting better exposure throughout the com-
munity, the region, and the state. 

The Connecticut Lions of Multiple District 23 invite you 
to join in support of our second annual Connecticut 
Lions “ We Serve” Day.  As a member, you know Lions 
Clubs International is the world’s largest service club 
organization. With more than 1.3 million members in 
approximately 45,000 clubs and now in 202 countries 
and geographical areas around the world, members just 
like you, have aided the blind and visually impaired and 
made a strong commitment to community service and 
serving youth throughout the world.  

True to our tradition of service, Lions Clubs of MD23 
Connecticut have worked tirelessly on a variety of pro-
jects in their local communities, such as cleaning up 
roadways; planting flowers; refurbishing senior centers; 
organizing and sponsoring parades, fairs and other 
community events; and holding Lions Eye Health Pro-
gram Screenings. Proceeds from past fundraising events 
such as assorted fests, bingos, pancake breakfasts, and 
spaghetti dinners have gone to eye research; purchasing 
guide dogs; scholarships; eye exams and eyeglasses; 
hearing aids for the needy; and toys and clothing for 
families in need.   

The second annual “We Serve” Day will be held on May 
3rd and will be promoted throughout the state with the 
hope of heavy media coverage.  Can we count on the 
Danbury Lions to support “We Serve” Day on May 3rd? 

With your help, we hope to inform and inspire the entire 
state with our dedication to our motto, “We Serve.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our speaker this day was Nancy Sudik, Executive Di-
rector of the Danbury Music Centre. 

Nancy told us that it was Donald Tweedy who, in 1935, 
founded the Music Centre whose mission is  

�  To sponsor musical organizations, both instrumental 
and vocal, in which persons of a wide variety of mu-
sical backgrounds are encouraged to study and per-
form classic and modern compositions to improve 
their musical ability and to share the joy of music 
with the people of the greater Danbury area.  

�  The musical organizations of the Danbury Music 
Centre will be composed of amateur and profes-
sional musicians from the greater Danbury area and 
will be conducted by professional directors. Most 
performances will be free to the public.��

Nancy spoke enthusiastically about the upcoming Sym-
phony Orchestra concert to be held in Ives Concert Hall 
in White Hall of WesConn on Sunday, March 16th at 
3:00 p.m. The title of the concert is “The Russian 
Soul”. The orchestra will perform three works: Russlan 
and Ludmilla by Glinka, Piano Concerto No. 1 by 
Tchaikovsky and Pictures at an Exhibition by Mus-
sorgsky. This concert will also feature an art exhibit of 
works of area artists as well as photographs by our own 
Rick Gottschalk This free concert will be followed by a 
wine and cheese reception. 

As an enticement, Nancy explained how Mussorgsky’s 
composition Pictures at an Exhibition came about and 
what is actually being depicted in the music. After 
which heard a sampling of this beautiful music. 

Not only was the music an enticement to attend the 
upcoming concert, but the fact that so many of our own 
Lions hold important positions in the Music Centre 
makes one believe in the great value of this organiza-
tion. 

The following are all Danbury Lions: Rick Gottschalk 
is the President of the Danbury Music Centre; Beth Ann 
Fetzer is on the Board of Directors; and members of the 
Advisory Board include Mayor Mark Boughton, Chick 
Frosch, Lyn Meyers and Wayne Sheppard. And to top it 
all, Jim Humphreville is their Music Director, Emeritus, 
having served as a Music Director and Conductor of the 
Symphony Orchestra from 1977 until he retired in 
2000. Moreover, Jim has shaped the musical activities 
of the Danbury Music Centre since 1955. Wow! 

By all accounts, the Danbury Music Centre is a gem of 
an organization in our city. 
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Mar  6 Sgt Scott Fabich – Danbury Police Department 

Mar  13 Anthony Maisano – The History of Guiness 

Mar  20 PID Scott Storms – Meeting to be held at an 
                        alternate restaurant to be announced  

Mar  27 Karen Daley – WESCONN Professor 

Apr  3 Richard Stoops – Principal, Immaculate H.S. 

Apr  10 Ray Kish – Marketing 

Apr  17 Michael O’Farrell – Mystic Seaport 

Apr  24 Fire Poster Contest Winners 

June 12 Scholarships Luncheon 

June 19 Installation Dinner 
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ASAP 
 

To learn about all our district events, go to 
http://www.district23a.org/,  

and follow this link for details: 
http://www.district23a.org/events.htm.�


