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Not above you, not beneath you, but with you. 
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Cathy Repko, RN, BSN, a Clinical Evaluator for 
Bethel Heath Care, spoke to the club about BHC. 

She told us that BHC is a privately owned, state li-
censed, skilled nursing facility which also has 44 
apartments, the “Cascades”, for assisted living at-
tached to the main facility. 

BHC is a sub-acute 160-bed facility that fills the 
gap between hospital care and home and provides 
medical, nursing and rehabilitation for its patients. 
The facility has the highest nurse-to-patient ratio in 
the state, which includes nurses, nursing aides, 
nurse practitioners and medical staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first floor houses medical units and usually has 
older patients in the rooms. The third floor is a 60-
bed floor for orthopedics, those recovering from hip 
or knee surgery, or the like. Those patients tend to 
be younger people. 

The rehabilitation portion of BHC offers 5,000 
square feet of space with 20 rehab staff members, 
including physical therapists, occupational thera-
pists and speech therapists. 

Medicare pays 100% of costs for the first three 
weeks of stay at BHC, if that stay is immediately 
preceded by a three-night hospital stay. Supplemen-
tal insurance with skilled nursing benefits will cover 
days 21-100. Medicare actually pays 80% of the 
costs for those days and the supplemental insurance 
picks up the remaining 20%. BHC has contracts 
with virtually all managed care companies. 

Before leaving BHC, someone from the Case Man-
agement Department meets with the patient and 
family about the needs the patient will have upon 
returning home so that everything can be in place 
before the patient is released. 

Roland and Maggie Butler are the owners of BHC 
and Mr. Roland is the Administrator. Because BHC 
is so popular, pre-booking reservations are recom-
mended. 
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Our club will be assisting the Salvation Army again 
this year in its bell ringing campaign. 

The dates and times we must cover are from No-
vember 24th through December 22nd, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. in two-hour shifts. 

As in the past we will be ringing at Macy’s and at 
Wal-Mart. The schedule is posted on our website: 
http://danburylions.org/ . 

If you’re interested in ringing, contact Berni Kallas 
at bkallas2001@yahoo.com or call 203 797-1727. 
 

Cathy Repko our guest speaker stand with Lion Roger 
Schmiedel and 3rd VP Joan Bielizna. 
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Arthur Frank Johnson, Commander of the 
Brookfield Veterans of Foreign Wars and Senior 
Vice President of the Hat City Detachment of the 
Marine Corps League of Danbury, served in Ko-
rea as a Marine Combat Engineer from 1951 – 
1952 spoke to our club about the landing and 
taking of Iwo Jima. 

Iwo Jima, which means Sulfur Island, is a small, 
volcanic island measuring 5 miles long by 2½ 
miles wide at its widest point, located about 750 
miles (650 nautical miles) south of Tokyo. The 
volcano, Mt. Suribachi, sits at the southern most 
tip of the island. 

It was a heavily fortified island with two func-
tioning airfields with bombers and a third airfield 
being built. The mission of the Marines was to 
capture the airfields on the island. 70,000 Ma-
rines took the island. 

Frank told us how the Marines who landed on 
Iwo Jima in February and March of 1945 had to 

At the November meeting of the Greater Danbury Men’s 
Club, Program Director Ned Moore, on the right, presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Chad Sinanian, People First of 
Connecticut, for his talk to the Club.  Mr. Sinanian, a self-
rights advocate, spoke on the community’s need for support 
of people with disabilities.  This support includes employ-
ment opportunities, acceptance of one’s disabilities, and the 
need for general improvement.  Looking on, at the left, Frank 
Molinaro, of the Danbury Lion’s Club, who is a local sup-
porter of the organization. 
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wade through ankle deep volcanic ash that was like 
trying to walk through powder. The tanks had great 
difficulty as well. 

In addition to the heavy surface fortification of vast 
bunkers and hidden artillery that were so well cam-
ouflaged they couldn’t be seen from the air, there 
were miles of underground tunnels – anywhere 
from 11 to 16 miles of tunnels – that were from 15 
to 30 feet below the surface. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The battle to take Iwo Jima took 35 days and saw 
some of the fierest fighting of the Pacific campaign. 

On February 23, 1945, the fifth day of the battle, the 
Marines raised the US flag on Mt. Suribachi. 

That famous flag raising that was captured on film 
was really the second flag raising that day. The first 
flag was too small to be seen by our ships at sea, 
resulting in a larger flag, 96” x 54”, being raised in 
its place within hours. It was that second flag rais-
ing with which we are all so familiar. 

There were 21,000 Japanese and 26,000 US Ma-
rines killed in action there. The last two Japanese 
soldiers who had been hiding out there didn’t sur-
render until 1949. Iwo Jima is now considered sa-
cred ground. 

President Keith Beaver stands with Arthur Frank Johnson 
and 3rd VP Joan Bielizna. 
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DG Rose Marie Spatafore was our guest speaker at 
the meeting of the 15th.  

“Rosie” began by thanking our club for all we do: 
for being Lions, for serving and for meeting the 
needs of our community. She told us that our club 
does what all clubs in the district should be doing. 

Rose Marie also thanked us for not only complet-
ing, but exceeding, our goal for Campaign Sight-
First II. Then she told us about Rosie the Giraffe 
(see page 4) and her plans for raising even more 
funds for CSFII. 

Rose Marie also thanked us for all the help our club 
has given her so far in her year as District Gover-
nor. In particular, she thanked those who have 
helped her with the District Pride newsletter:  Ernie 
Harrington for being the webmaster, Frank Moli-
naro for being the editor and Joan Bielizna for being 
the publisher.  

Rosie put the District Pride on the internet as a 
means of making all the clubs in District 23A come 
together as a family. She plans to offer advertising 
space to Lions so that we can support each other in 
our businesses as well as in Lionism. 

Rosie also thanked President Keith for being her 
point person for the Danbury Club. 

She reminded us that there is no District Governor’s 
Project this year, in deference to the CSFII work 
that’s already in progress. 

Rosie told us that soon the District Directory will be 
on the internet, Lion password protected, so that all 
of us can have access to the names of those Lions in 
charge of running our district. 

She announced that our Mid-Winter Conference 
will be held February 1st - 3rd at the Marriott in 
Farmingville, CT. 

We were also told that the United Nations Day will 
be March 7th, 2008. This will be the last time we 
will have the United Nations Day until they com-
plete the renovations to the UN building. 

Rosie encouraged us to create a Retention Chairman 
to contact those Lions who miss meetings or simply 
don’t come to meetings as a way of keeping our 
members involved in the club so that we don’t lose 
them. 
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Then she mentioned International President Mahen-
dra Amarasuriya’s “Challenge to Change” program. 
She encouraged us to discuss ways to improve who 
we are, what we do, but in doing so to remain open 
to compromise as we put forth our own ideas and 
hear those of others. 

Rosie wants us to provide a name to her of one of 
our club members who is a “down-in-the-trenches” 
Lion: someone who does the routine, mundane 
work for which there is no particular recognition. 
She wants to honor this person in each club in the 
district. 

And finally, Rosie told us she plans for the last day 
of her tenure to be a day of fun. It will be on that 
day that she recognizes the “down-in-the-trenches” 
Lions as she goes out in a blaze of fun and laughter. 

�����#��������
�������
!����
������������������������
�����������! �� ����������
��������������� �����$ �

)��	
������$��� ����"� �	 �� �

Our club met at the Inn at Ethan Allen for our an-
nual Thanksgiving meeting in conjunction with the 
Rotary Club. 

The program was put on by Jane Didona and our 
own President, Keith Beaver, of Didona Associates. 

Didona Associates was involved in the Extreme 
Makeover, Home Edition that aired on ABC TV 
recently. 

Ty Pennington, the host of Extreme Makeover, and 
hundreds of volunteers redid the Brown home in 
Bridgeport this past July. 

Keith and Jane presented a slide show and described 
what it was like to work with all of the volunteers 
on the project. 
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On Sunday, December 16th our club will once again 
be wrapping books at Borders for the holidays. 

This is a fun event that earns our Lions Charities 
money through the tips the shoppers give our wrap-
pers. 

So, get down with your bad self and start rapping, 
uh, wrapping! 

See Joan Bielizna at joanrealtor@snet.net to sched-
ule a time you can help. 

 

President Keith Beaver stands with Rotary President Allison 
Fulton (center) and Jane Didona at our joint meeting on No-
vember 21st.  
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The Union Savings Bank and the Lions Club of 
Danbury�teamed up recently to purchase a defibril-
lator for the Danbury Senior Center.  

A defibrillator, known as an AED – Automated Ex-
ternal Defibrillator – is an easy-to-use portable de-
vice that can be used by a layperson who follows 
the directions on the unit to�deliver�an electric 
shock to a person suffering cardiac arrest. 

Defibrillators have become commonplace in public 
areas. A recent study by John Hopkins University 
estimated they save some 500 lives per year.  

Union Savings Bank picked up the $1,500 tab for 
the senior center's "Heartstart" defibrillator, which 
is manufactured by Philips.  

"This makes sense for sure. The senior group is a 
very important customer constituent for us," said 
John Kline, president and CEO of Union Savings 
Bank.  

According to Tom Nolan, PP of the Danbury Lions 
Club, the seeds for the donation were planted about 
a month ago, when Dr. Samuel Felder, a cardiolo-
gist at Danbury Hospital, spoke at a meeting of the 
Lions Club's Low Vision Support Group at the Sen-
ior Center.  

After hearing Dr. Felder’s talk, the seniors in atten-
dance expressed their interest in obtaining a defi-
brillator for the Senior Center as soon as possible.  

"They certainly save lives. They should be in every 
mall, golf course, and senior center -- anywhere 
where people congregate," Felder said. 

Our club has arranged for training on the defibrilla-
tor for the staff of the Senior Center. 
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Dr. Samuel Felder of Danbury Hospital, right center, dem-
onstrates use of a defibrillator to John Kline, left, president 
and CEO of Union Savings Bank, and Tom Frizzell of the 
Lions Club, who together donated the device to the Dan-
bury Senior Center, represented by Fran Hendrickson, 
right. Volunteer hostess Susan Ella Bradley played the part 
of the patient.  
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IPP Helene Thompson has completed her final duty 
as IPP. She attended the 100% Club breakfast 
where she was presented with the 100% Club award 
for her term as President. 

Congratulations, Helene, for a job well done! 

At that same dinner, Club Secretary Bob Lovell was 
presented with the 100% Secretary Award. 

Congratulations, Bob, for once again being a perfect 
Club Secretary! 
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Front row from left to right: Chris Brozdowski, Leo Club Advi-
sor Carol Emanuel, Rachel Hornstein, Sam Barickman, Ja-
red Emanuel, Emmy Mudge, Deirdre Lewis, Brittany Wil-
liams, Olivia Hurwitz and Tiffany Touma. Second row: Joel 
Barlow Principal Thomas McMorran, Nick Wasko, Bennett 
Bottero, Will Truscott and Christine Fagan. Third row: 
Mitchell DeSimone and Chris Wasko. Missing from the 
photo: Ted Bakanas, Tyler Bakanas, Talbot Eckweiler, Milo 
Cramer, Eli Peck, Alyssa Bilinski, Cary Glynn, Cole Tucker-
Walton, Dan DeSalva, Matt Berry and the Troupe's director, 
Diana Canova. 
�
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On October 20th it was 33 degrees at 7:30 a.m., and 
the seven brave souls that took part in the last street 
cleaning of the year were all wondering if they were 
crazy for showing up. 

Of course they were, but that’s a dedicated Lion for 
you!  

Bob Lovell, Jim Leheny, Fran Evans, Jerry Hof-
mann, Mark Stirling, Bunny Jacobson and Keith 
Beaver all came out to give our adopted street one 
last cleaning before Old Man Winter arrived (al-
though it felt like he was already here). 

Splitting into three groups, they headed to their as-
signed areas and picked up trash along Hayestown 
Avenue from North Street Shopping Plaza out to 
Saint Gregory the Great Church. 

Our official cleaning season is from April through 
October but this year’s warm fall allowed us to 
sneak in one extra weekend.  

Other Lions who have helped this year were Lyn 
Meyers and Ernie Harrington. 

Thanks to all that helped out this year. Now it’s 
time to put away the buckets and gloves until next 
spring. 
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From left to right are Jim Leheny, Bob Lovell, Fran Evans, 
Mark Stirling, Bunny Jacobson and Jerry Hoffman. 
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Members of both "troupe du Jour" and the “Dan-
bury Leos” pose amid the ongoing work for the 
lighting improvements in front of the new theater 
curtain in the Joel Barlow High School auditorium 
with Principal, Thomas McMorran and Leo Club 
advisor Carol Emanuel.  

The improvisational comedy troupe raised $13,000 
through fundraising performances toward capital 
improvements to the Barlow theater space. As new 
Leo members, many of the Troupe du Jour's per-
formers have been recognized by the International 
Association of Lions Clubs with the Lions Young 
Leaders in Service Gold Seal Award for their 
community service achievement. 
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Our September Student of the Month is Kevin Holmes.   

Kevin is a member of Peer Leadership, National Honor Soci-
ety, French Club and captain of the football team. 

In addition to maintaining an excellent academic standing 
and his involvement in the life of the school, Kevin volunteers 
for Danbury Legion baseball.  Kevin is currently applying to 
colleges with a career goal in teaching. 
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Our October Student of the Month is Kim Ashayeri. 

Kim is currently ranked number one in the senior class.  Kim 
is a Peer leader, a member of the Darfur Awareness Panel 
as well as Students Against Starvation. 

Her current athletic activities are Varsity Outdoor and Indoor 
Track.  As a freshman and sophomore Kim also played var-
sity soccer. 

Kim is also very active in volunteer work in the community.  
Her top three choices for college are Yale, Princeton and 
Stanford. 

Kim is an outstanding young woman. 

�

Our November Student of the Month is Dane-Ross Jackson.  

Dane has a long list of in school activities including Peer 
Leadership, football team captain, basketball team, Board of 
Governors Secretary, Darfur representative and student 
mentor for a 9th grade student. 

Outside of school Dane works part time in retail, is on his 
church's youth group counsel and is a member of his church 
choir. 

Dane is outgoing, energetic and motivated. 

�
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Susan Thomas, Executive Director of the Danbury 
Regional Child Advocacy Center was our speaker. 

Susan told us that it is the mission of this organiza-
tion to protect children by supporting families. They 
do this by making home visits to help families so 
that the children are safe and don’t have to be re-
moved from the home. 

The agency works with the belief that the parents 
want to be good parents and that abuse is not inten-
tional, but often the result of stress and pressure 
with a lack of coping skills. 

The Child Advocacy Center works with the parents 
in a three point system:  

·  Help them find ways of disciplining other 
than hitting  

·  Help them get organized so they don’t feel 
so overwhelmed 

·  Provide classes in anger management and 
communication skills among others 

The Advocacy Center works with these parents in a 
non-judgmental, nurturing approach. 

There are a number of programs offered by the 
agency. Among them are  

·  Parent Aide 
·  Teams 
·  Parent/Infant/Toddler groups 
·  Mentoring and others 

All in all, it was an informative, interesting and 
enlightening presentation. 

�

�� �� �����	
���
���������
����������������������

�
����
����
����
��� �0��0��0��0� ������������ ��������������������������������� ���

))) )
�
�
�
�AAAA5
�	��������5
�	��������5
�	��������5
�	��������� �������������������� ���

8����
����8����
����8����
����8����
����A AAA4��"%%'4��"%%'4��"%%'4��"%%'� ���

��
��	����
��������������8�
�
����
��	����
��������������8�
�
����
��	����
��������������8�
�
����
��	����
��������������8�
�
��� ������������
���
���
���
��� ���


���
���
���
���	���&
���2���������
��
�
	�������	���	���&
���2���������
��
�
	�������	���	���&
���2���������
��
�
	�������	���	���&
���2���������
��
�
	�������	���

�
�	�����	���.�
�@�
�	�����	���.�
�@�
�	�����	���.�
�@�
�	�����	���.�
�@� ���

,,,,� �������� ��	����7
	������ ��	����7
	������ ��	����7
	������ ��	����7
	�� ���BBBB��
��
���	��
�������
��
���	��
�������
��
���	��
�������
��
���	��
������ ���

The 2007 Lions Club of Danbury Annual raffle has 
started! All of the tickets have been distributed to 
our members. With three wonderful prizes, we 
look forward to making this one of the most suc-
cessful fundraisers in recent years. 

This year’s raffle is the most exciting ever! The 
First Prize is $10,000, the Second Prize is $2,000 
and we have a Third Prize of $1,000, and at only 
$10.00 per ticket, these tickets will make a great 
stocking stuffer for the holiday season. With a 
limit of only 3,000 tickets, these prizes will surely 
make someone very happy. 

The drawing will occur on February 7, 2008, at 
1:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn of Danbury. The win-
ner need not be present to win these great prizes. 

If you are in need of more tickets, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 203-746-4910 or at 
geraldjhofmann@aol.com . You can also get tick-
ets from me at our weekly Lions Club meeting. 
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Dec. 5 Charities Breakfast, Amber Room, 7:30 a.m. 

Dec. 5 Danbury Homeless Connect, 9:30 a.m. 

Dec. 16 Gift Wrapping at Border Books 

Dec 6 Stephanie Dalfonzo, Danbury Hypnosis 

Dec 13 Linda Maggs, Lions and Leader Dogs 

Dec 20 Holiday Luncheon w/Rotary, DHS Madrigals 

Dec  27 OPEN 

Jan 3 OPEN 

Jan 10 OPEN 

Jan 17 Charlie Trombetta 

Jan 24 OPEN 

Jan 31 Robert Mosley 

�
�

������
���
	�
��
���	
	
��D�

��������*	��
C��������
7����
����� 
���������������������

Bob Lovell and Nancy Manion helped kick off the first day of 
bell ringing for the Salvation Army this year on November 
24th at Macy’s. 
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