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Not above you, not beneath you, but with you. 
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On October 27, 2007, the Lions Club of Danbury, 
CT, USA will turn 80. In preparation of its celebra-
tion of 80 years of existence, an anniversary ban-
quet and dinner dance was held on Friday evening, 
September 14th at the Amber Room Colonnade in 
Danbury. 

Many Connecticut Lions and guests were in atten-
dance, including the following dignitaries: 

·  Scott Storms, PID 

·  Michael Del Re Jr, PDG,PCC, Pres. of CLERF 

·  Joseph Poirier, PDG, Council Chair MD23 

·  Carolyn Messier, PDG, Cabinet Sec/Treas MD23 

·  James Bennett, PDG 

·  Rose Marie Spatafore, District Governor 

·  Joan Bennett, Vice District Governor 

·  Kathleen Poirier, Cabinet Sec/Treas 23A 

·  Linda Maggs, Region Chair 

·  Edward Haberli, Region Chair 

·  Mike Liberta, President Ridgefield Lions 

·  Richard Zappono, President, Waterbury Lions 

The 80th Anniversary Committee made up of 
Chairman IPP Helene Thompson, 2nd VP Berni 
Kallas, 3rd VP Joan Bielizna and Membership Chair 
Frank Molinaro did an outstanding job with this 
event which began with a Welcome Address by 
Helene greeting everyone in attendance and intro-
ducing Master of Ceremonies, President Keith Bea-
ver. Keith then began the four-point opening by in-
viting Lion Mark Stirling to lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Nancy Manion was then called to the 
podium to lead the singing of one verse of “Amer-
ica”. Our Lions Chaplin, Father Paul Mooradd then 
took the podium to offer the invocation, after which 
1st VP Jerry Hofmann led us in the Lions’ toast. 

Prior to the speaking program, Lion Milt Boyce was 
presented with a Progressive Melvin Jones diamond 
pin in addition to having his beloved partner-in-
service, his wife of 63 years, Mildred Boyce, who 
passed away earlier this year named a Melvin Jones 
Fellow. Others who received their Melvin Jones 
plaques and pins were Lion Dan Jowdy and Carl 
Susnitsky and Carl’s partner-in-service, Barbara 
Susnitsky Club. CSFII Chairman Nancy Manion 
also announced that the Danbury commitment of 
$50,000 to CSF II was only $1,137.00 short of its 
goal. 

One of the evening’s highlights was the announce-
ment by Danbury Lion President Keith Beaver that 
the Lions Club of Danbury, Essex, UK, was in the 
process of obtaining its charter and wished to join 
with us in our celebration and wished to express its 
congratulations by its willingness to twin with us 
and to make Keith Beaver an Associate member of 
their Club. They also named Lion Milt Boyce, the 
oldest living member of the Danbury, CT Lions 
Club, a Lifetime Honorary Associate member of the 
Danbury, UK Lions Club. It was further announced 
that Lions Frank Molinaro, Lyn Meyers, Joan 
Bielizna, Berni Kallas and Jim Humphreville would 
be joining the Danbury, UK Lions as Affiliate 
members.�
It was also announced that all future Danbury, CT 
USA Lions Club Presidents would, upon their elec-
tion, be named Associate members of the Danbury, 
UK Lions Club during their term of office. 

Dancing to the music of ���������  followed dinner 
and the presentation of proclamations and good 
wishes from the Governor, Mayor, International 
President and District Officials.�
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DG Rose Marie Spatafore, District 23A Lions Club Interna-
tional, presented Keith with a Certificate of Service for 80 
Years of Dedicated Service and PDG/Council Chair MD23 
Joe Poirier presented Keith with a Multiple District 23A 
Certificate of Appreciation. 

President Keith Beaver accepts the International Presi-
dent's Certificate of Appreciation, signed by Interna-
tional President Mahendra Amarasuriya from PID Scott 
Storms at the club’s 80th Anniversary celebration.  

3rd VP Berni Kallas, Lion Nancy Manion and IPP Helene 
Thompson smile for the camera.  

Our club’s newest Melvin Jones Fellows received their recog-
nition plaques and pins at the 80th anniversary celebration. 
Standing from left to right are Lion Dan Jowdy, Lion Carl  
Susnitsky and his partner-in-service, wife Barbara Susnitsky. 

PP Fran Evans (l) and IPP Helene Thompson (r) sit with our 
oldest Lion, Milt Boyce, who has been a member of the Dan-
bury Lions Club for 64 years after being named a Progressive 
Melvin Jones Fellow. Milt will turn 97 on November 11th.  
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Barry Rickert, our Danbury Fire Marshall, who 
is well known to our club for his annual visits to 
announce the Fire Prevention Poster Contest 
Winners which we sponsor, spoke to us about 
something completely different at this meeting. 
Barry spoke about his hobbies. Barry, you see, is 
not only a philatelist, he’s also a numismatist. 
And we thought we knew this man… 

Before beginning his talk, Barry made an impor-
tant announcement. He told us that “In case of 
emergency, please proceed in an orderly manner 
to the nearest exit.” That drew some chuckles 
from the group. 

Barry became a stamp collector (philatelist) at 
the age of seven when his great aunt was looking 
for something for him to do on a very rainy day. 
He became a coin collector (numismatist) a year 
or two later when his grandfather introduced him 
to that hobby. 

Barry uses his hobbies as a distraction from his 
every day cares. He calls it his therapy and does 
it for fun, not for investment purposes. 

Barry passed around many samples of his collec-
tions, both stamps and coins. He told us that 
when he was born, a first class US stamp cost 
only 3 cents, and although stamps are more lim-
ited in what you can do with them, compared to 
coins, unused stamps are always valid, you just 
have to add enough in other stamps to bring it up 
to the current postage rate. The first stamp was 
issued in 1847. 

Barry passed around numerous commemorative 
stamps, some with accompanying hand drawn 
matching envelopes.  

He mentioned the commemorative state quarters 
that are currently being minted. They started in 
1999 and won’t finish being issued until 2008. 
Barry showed us some proof sets he had of those 
quarters. 

Before closing, Barry thanked our club for the 20 
years we have helped the fire department with 
their annual Fire Prevention Program. He told us 
that Danbury has one of the best records for fire 
safety in the country. 
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The Connecticut Lions Eye Research Foundation is 
being honored for 50 years of service at the Yale 
Vision Gala, Thursday, October 11, 2007, at 6:00 
p.m., Stamford Marriott, Stamford, CT. 

Our goal is to have the Foundation be represented 
by as many Lions as possible for the presentation of 
the Distinguished Vision Award. 

Past Foundation President, and member of the Yale 
Advisory Board, PDG Rocky Cingari, and Yale an-
nounced today that the individual price for Lions 
and their guests will be $125.00, which is half the 
general admission price. 

We would like to have at least one member from 
each club in attendance. 

To reserve your seat, please contact Michael Del Re 
in any of the following ways: 

President Michael J. Del Re, Jr. PCC 
360 Eagle Court, Oxford, CT 06478 
203-888-7580 (home) 
203-878-8194 (work) 
203-878-7994 (fax) 
mjdelrejr@fnlonline.com 
�
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As I was giving a speech on "who's a volunteer," 
the following thought came to me: "Since everyone 
says 'crime doesn't pay' – should we start thinking 
of criminals as 'volunteers'?" 

Susan Ellis, President of Energize 
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James A. Marquis, President of Kimchuk Inc. in 
Danbury spoke to our club about some of the 
products his company makes. 
The most interesting product he talked about was 
the Boomerang which is a sniper detection 
system that our troops are using in Iraq.  
The Boomerang which has five microphones 
connected to a computer is mounted on a 
Humvee. The microphones pick up the sound of 
incoming fire, feed the sounds to a built-in 
computer which calculates the source of the fire, 
then signals a 50 calibre gun to fire back at the 
source of the attack. Kaboom! There goes 
another snipers’ nest. 
The success of Boomerang has been so great that 
the insurgents call it the Death Octapus. They 
won’t even shoot at a Humvee that has one 
onboard. This has prompted our troops to order 
dummy Boomerangs that can be made at a 
tremendous cost savings and shipped much more 
quickly to Iraq. Currently, 2,000 dummy 
Boomerangs have been shipped to our troops. 
Of particular interest to us is that fact that the 
containers used to ship the Boomerangs are made 
right here in Danbury by someone we know: 
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Lion John Allen, CFO, stands with his son, Michael, Presi-
dent of Danbury Square Box Co. at their offices. The com-
pany has a great website: 
http://www.danburysquarebox.com/.  
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President Keith Beaver stands with our speaker of Septem-
ber 6th, Jim Marquis and 3rd VP Joan Bielizna. 

Congratulations to one of our own for doing an out-
standing job: Lion Dianne Yamin! 

“The Honorable Dianne E. 
Yamin of Danbury, probate 
judge for the district of Dan-
bury fro the past 17 years, 
has been re-elected president 
judge of the Connecticut 
Probate Assembly unani-
mously. Yamin was sworn in 
by Governor M. Jodi Rell for 
her fifth four-year term.” 
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The annual Danbury Hospital “A Day to Make a 
Difference” was held on September 8, 2007, at the 
Silver Spring Country Club.  The evening’s theme 
was “Lights, Camera, Auction”. All guests were 
greeted at the event by walking on the “red” carpet 
with the paparazzi in full force. This year’s event 
was again a great success. And again the Danbury 
Lions helped play a roll in that success. Our contri-
bution was a basket titled, ‘Kids Night at the Mov-
ies’. Filled to the brim with the DVD’s children 
would enjoy and many snacks and goodies com-
pleted the theme. Thank you, Lions! 

The “Day” event originated in 1994 at the home of 
Christina and Patrick Fay. Christina is this year’s 
Heart of Gold Honoree. To show their appreciation 
for the care their son received at Danbury Hospital, 
they decided to host a luncheon and auction for 
family, friends and supporters of Danbury Hospital 
at their home. The proceeds went towards pediatric 
asthma screening and the promotion of greater pul-
monary care for the youth of our community. The 
fundraiser was entitled, “A Day to Make a Differ-
ence”… and has made a difference it ever since. 

To date this wonderful event has raised over 
$650,000 for the Hospital’s Pediatric Programs.  
Last year the Neonatal ICU was the recipient of 
high frequency vent technology. The most visible 
recipient of funds generated by the event is the 
Wellness On Wheels (WOW) mobile pediatric ser-
vice. The brainchild of Dr. Jack Fong, this mobile 
clinic serves many children in the Danbury area. 

Through the generosity of individuals and service 
clubs in the community this event will continue to 
serve the children in the Danbury area.�
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Danbury Lions Club Treasurer, Lyn Meyers presented a  
$3,500 check to Aimee Budnik, City of Danbury Director of 
Welfare, to provide assistance the Danbury Homeless Day 
Shelter.  The funds were from a generous grant from the 
Meserve Memorial Fund.�
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The efforts of the Danbury Lions Club to raise 
$50,000 are nearing an end. We have made tremen-
dous progress in this endeavor in a relatively short 
period of time. 

In late January of this year, our club first heard 
about the Lions Clubs International Foundation plan 
to raise from $150 million to $200 million to con-
tinue the work started 15 years ago with the original 
Campaign SightFirst. Within a week of the an-
nouncement, $12,000 had already been raised. 

As of this writing, the total stands at $48,863! We 
are almost there. What is more remarkable is that 
we have not gone out to the community for these 
funds, we have not held any fundraisers and we 
have not  even approached any corporations asking 
for sponsorship. We have done this all by ourselves 
from within the club – members, family and friends. 

What a wonderful tribute to the humanitarianism in 
each of us. We are all very blessed. Thank you! 
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2nd VP Berni Kallas places the Melvin Jones pin on 
the lapel of Dr. Jack Fong, Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics at Danbury Hospital. He is the 
founder and Chief of the Wellness on Wheels out-
reach service and the Children with Special Health 
Care Needs Clinic. He is an Attending Pediatrician at 
Danbury Hospital. 

Pictured (l to r) are Margaret Fong, Lion Iris Batson, 2nd VP Berni Kallas, Dr. Jack Fong, Regina 
Platano and Susan Kania.  Iris, Berni, Regina and Susan are four of the eight WAWA’s who con-
tributed $1,000 to our CSFII effort and named Dr. Jack Fong a Melvin Jones Fellow.  The 
WAWA’s are a small, close-knit group of eight women who volunteer and are financial support-
ers of numerous not-for-profit organizations in the community.  Danbury Hospital is one of their 
primary interests, and Dr. Jack Fong is considered a dear friend (and honorary WAWA) and an 
incredible humanitarian. 
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Setting aside for the moment the friendly jousting between 
Lions and Rotarians, Newtown Rotary president, Dick Stur-
devent, right, invited Lion Tom Nolan to speak to their club 
about our Lions Low Vision Program. Tom emphasized that 
the LV program is for all community residents and encour-
aged their membership to spread the word about the bene-
fits that can be derived from a visit to our Low Vision Center.�

Dr. Samuel Felder, noted cardiologist and a member of the 
Danbury Hospital staff, Danbury Office of Physicians, was 
guest speaker and spoke at some length regarding the use 
of cardiac defibrillators as a life saving device and the impor-
tance of having these devices in every institution where peo-
ple are gathered. There is no such device at the Senior Cen-
ter and as a result of his presentation, there is now a pro-
gram underway to secure funding for the purchase of a defi-
brillator for the Senior Center. Dr. Felder is pictured discuss-
ing the use of a defibrillator with former Lion, Ed Wicks. 

PP and Zone Five Chairman, Lyn Meyers is shown with 
Brookfield VP, Lion Susan Gabrielle examining low vision 
devices at the September Zone Meeting held at Chuck's 
Steak House in Danbury. Representatives from all Zone 5 
clubs meet quarterly to discuss issues of common interest 
and plans for activities in the this region. Lion Tom Nolan 
spoke to the group about the Low Vision program and the 
need for transportation of clients who wish to attend the Li-
ons Low Vision Center and the Lions Low vision Support 
Group meetings. 

"We are what we eat" was part of the theme presented to 
the Lions Low Vision Support Group by Barry Sherr, noted 
certified nutritionist and member of the American Herbalist 
Guild. Mr. Sherr, right, is shown with Ursula Gemsleben 
who, along with her husband, Lothar, are regular attendees 
at the monthly Low Vision Support Group meetings. 
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Any voter in Connecticut may choose to vote at the 
polls using a specially designated telephone. The 
process is simple. An election official will escort 
you to the voting station and will access the audio 
ballot by entering a poll worker ID number and the 
ballot access code for your precinct. Simply listen 
to the directions and make your choices using the 
keypad. When you are done completing your ballot, 
the system will ask you to verify your choices. You 
will be given the opportunity to change any of those 
choices and even to spoil the ballot and start again, 
if you choose. Press ## to complete the voting proc-
ess and be sure to wait for the fax machine to send 
you your paper ballot. Place the ballot in the ballot 
box and your vote is complete. 

For more information, visit these websites: 

http://www.sots.ct.gov/electionsservices/HAVA/Int
roHAVA.htm 

http://www.ct.gov/ag/cwp/view.asp?a=1770&Q=38
3844 

http://www.sots.ct.gov/CAPITOL/2006WeekInRevi
ew/Oct2-6/Oct2-6.htm . 
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Hu Morgan needs volunteers for the Danbury High 
School football games for October 20th, October 
28th and November 2nd.  

Eight people are needed at each game to collect 
tickets.  

If you can help take tickets at any of these games, 
please contact Hu at hvmorgan@snet.net, or call 
him 748-5213. 
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There is a new edition of the MD23 Brief History of 
Lionism in Connecticut, published in 2007. This 
publication gives a brief history of the clubs in Mul-
tiple District 23. 

To obtain your copy, see President Keith or contact 
him at kbeaver@didonaassociates.com or call him 
at 778-9664. 
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The Annual ACAC/BESB (Agency Consumer Ad-
visory Council/Board of Education and Services for 
the Blind) Awards Event will be held on Friday Oc-
tober 19, 2007 beginning at 10:00 a.m. scheduled to 
be held in the Old Judiciary Room of State Capitol, 
with a luncheon following the Awards Ceremony. 

We are extremely proud to have the services of 
Mary Kay Rendock, 2006 Connecticut Teacher of 
the Year as our Mistress of Ceremonies. Ms. Ren-
dock is a caring, community oriented person and 
dedicated teacher, who seizes all opportunities to 
enrich the lives of her students. 

Each year, we are amazed at the many accomplish-
ments of legally blind students, and adults, not only 
in the academic arena, but the arts, athletics and civ-
ics, to name a few. We also take pride in honoring 
organizations that provide community support, 
teachers, service providers and blind entrepreneurs 
sponsored by our Business Enterprise Program. 

Finally, we also give recognition to large and small 
Connecticut businesses that employ them. 

During the past couple of years, our event has 
grown in stature, in addition to the number of 
awards presented and the number of attendees. 

Last year's event was extremely well attended by 
awardees, family members, a full compliment of 
municipal and state legislators, educators, human 
service providers, BESB staff and selected media. 
The event will again be televised on the CT-N, 
Connecticut Legislative Network. 

We would be pleased and honored to have your par-
ticipation in this special event. We have just com-
pleted the voting process and have chosen some 
very accomplished award recipients. 

Should any of your members be interested in attend-
ing, please confirm as soon as possible. 

Contact Donna Gore at Donna.Gore@po.state.ct.us. 
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Mary Teicholz, a bone marrow recipient and cancer 
survivor, spoke to the club about the need for bone 
marrow donors. She told us her story of having the 
good fortune after receiving the terrible news last 
December that she had leukemia, that one of her 
sisters was a perfect match for her. 

In March Mary underwent the treatment to destroy 
all her own cancerous cells and receive stem cells 
from her sister to replace her own. The proof that 
the transplant had worked was when they saw that 
her blood type of B+ had changed to that of her sis-
ter’s blood type, A+. 

Mary then encouraged those of us who had not yet 
celebrated our 60th birthday to attend a Bone Mar-
row Registration Drive to be held at Danbury City 
Hall on September 29th.   
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At the meeting of September 27th Michael Del Re 
Jr, PDG, PCC, Pres. of CLERF, gave us a preview 
of the topic he will be discussing with us when he is 
our guest speaker on October 18th. 

He will be updating us on the advances the Yale 
Eye Center has made in the last 24 months, particu-
larly about macular degeneration and what their ex-
pectations for further advances are in the near fu-
ture. 

“Uncle” Mike will also be telling us of the Con-
necticut Lions Eye Research Foundation’s 
(CLERF) plans for a major fundraising effort in 
support of the Yale Eye Center in 2008. Mike told 
us that the result of this fundraiser will make the 
Yale Eye Center the place where people from 
around the world will go for their eye healthcare 
needs. 

He also told us of a Gala that will be held on Octo-
ber 11th at the New Haven Marriott to honor 50 
years of service by the Lions Clubs of Connecticut 
in addition to honoring the Newman Foundation for 
their continued support. 

Tickets for the event are $125 each. The attire is 
casual and the event runs from 6:00 pm to 9:30 pm.�

As some of you know our meeting on October 11th 
will not take place at the Holiday Inn. They have 
scheduled another large event that day and will not 
have the space for us in the afternoon (and yes we 
will be 'discussing' this with them!).  So, 3rd VP 
Joan Bielizna along with Roger Schmiedel have ar-
ranged with Henry Abbott Tech's culinary program 
to host our lunch that day. We will arrive at the 
school at noon with the meeting starting at 12:15.  
After a lunch of salad, chicken breast with apple 
stuffing, pumpkin tartlets and coffee we will have a 
brief presentation from the Chef as well as Principal 
of the school about the culinary program and new 
additions to the school. It promises to be an interest-
ing event and a chance for our club to see what is 
happening in one of our local schools. 
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One Saturday, a stray dog stopped by the home of 
Jack Benny and began howling beneath the window 
behind which young Jack was practicing his violin. 
"For pity's sake, Jack!" his father finally cried. 
"Can't you play some piece the dog doesn't know?" 

~~~~~~~ 
During World War II, British soldiers discovered 
that placing a condom over a gun's barrel would 
keep the weapon dry and prevent it from corroding 
(near the sea) or icing up (in winter conditions).  
No such condoms existed for larger weapons, how-
ever, and it was suggested to Winston Churchill one 
day that 18" long specimens be made to cover lar-
ger artillery pieces.  
Churchill agreed, with two stipulations. First, the 
larger condoms would clearly be labeled "For Use 
by British Servicemen." And second? The condoms 
would also be labeled "Small"! 

~~~~~~~ 
A Jewish grandmother is watching her grandchild 
playing on the beach when a huge wave comes and 
takes him out to sea. She pleads, “Please, God, save 
my only grandson. I beg of you, bring him back.” 
And a big wave comes and washes the boy back 
onto the beach, good as new. She looks up to 
heaven and says, “He had a hat!” 
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President Keith Beaver and faithful band of pickup 
artists have been doing a great job of street cleaning 

On August 25th, our street was cleaned by Keith, 
Jerry Hofmann, Lyn Meyers, Jim Leheny, Mark 
Stirling and his partner-in-service, Bunny Jacobson. 

The street cleaning of September 22nd was handled 
by Keith, Lyn Meyers, Ernie Harrington, Bob Lov-
ell Jim Leheny and Fran Evans. 

Next street cleaning will be October 20th, and there 
may be one more cleaning in November depending 
on weather. 

 


