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JUNGLE JOTTINGS

Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.

Our club held its annual Installation and Awards
Dinner at Anthony's Lake Club on Juné2We

had about 70 members and guests present, many
dressed in the evening’s theme of Chicago Gang-
sters. There were some really good costumes. The
entire Beaver family was outfitted in 1920’s attire.

President Helene recognized numerous individuals
for their efforts in making her year as President a
very successful one.

Certificates of Appreciatiomere presented to the
following Lions:

Mike Kallas

Bob Lovell
Nancy Manion
Frank Molinaro
Fr. Paul Moradd
Tom Nolan
Roger Schmiedel

Keith Beaver

Joan Bielizna

Fran Evans

Cathy Golankiewicz
Ernie Harrington
Jerry Hofmann
Berni Kallas

Certificates of Servicerere awarded to those peo-
ple who have handled a large individual project dur-
ing Helen’s term:

Kate Shea
Val White

Lyn Meyers
Ken Saloom

President Helene presented gifts of appreciation for
work done for, and sacrifices made in traveling to
Lions functions with our 1 VP Keith or missing

him when he had to attend evening meetings:

The Beaver Family
Melissa, Kendra and Shawn Beaver

ThelLoyal Shepherd Fellowward for dedicated
humanitarian service was awarded to a long-time
Lion:

John Allen

The Ambassador of Sigls awarded by the Lions
Low Vision Center in recognition of an individl’s
commitment to service in the LoMision Support
Group. This year that award goes to a most deserv-
ing woman:

Dottie Wildman

—~———

TheKnight of the Blindaward this year is being
given to another individual who has contributed
greatly to our Lions Low Vision Support Group.
This year’s Knight of the Blind goes to a good
friend of our club:

Ed Wicks

—~———

Each year the Lions Board of Directors votes for
one person to become a new Melvin Jones Fellow.
This Fellowship award is given for outstanding con-
tributions to our club or our community. This yes
recipient has served both exceedingly well:

Kate Shea

—~———

The President’s Award is unique in that the Presi-
dent alone, without a vote from the Board of Direc-
tors, decides who shall receive this special award in
recognition of the dedicated and enthusiastic work
the individual contributes to the club. President
Helene has chosen a Lion she feels has surely
earned this recognition for his unfailing workas
Sergeant at Arms:

Joe Hornak

In addition to all the awards decided upon by our
President, Board of Directors our Lions Low Vis
Center, there were a number of other awards pre-
sented this year, as you will see on page 2.
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Also at our Installation and Awards Dinner, 25
members were named Melvin Jones Fellows or
Progressive Melvin Jones Fellows. Melvin Jones,
who founded Lions International in 1917, believed
that no one can get very far until he starts doing
something for somebody else.

In 1973, the Melvin Jones Fellowship was created
by the Lions Clubs International Foundation, spe-
cifically to recognize an individual's commitment to
humanitarian work. It is a recognition given to those
who contribute $1,000 to the Lions Clubs Inter-
national Foundation and also to persons for whom
such donations are made by others in order to allow
LCIF to continue their humanitarian work around
the world. The Fellowship is LCIF's highest honor
and represents humanitarian qualities such as gen-
erosity, compassion and concern for the less fortu-
nate.

This past January, the Danbury Lions Club became
a Model Club and kicked off its effort to raise
$50,000 to support LCIF's Campaign SightFirst Il

in its goal to raise $150,000,000 with a stretch goal
of $200,000,000 in order to continue the work
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started 15 years ago by the origi@@mpaign
SightFirst, which is to eradicate blindness wherever
possible around the world.

The goals of this campaign are to use $100 million
to contain and eliminate, where possible, the lead-
ing causes of avoidable blindness; $50 million to
combat emerging threats to sight, and the final $50
million to be used in research, rehabilitation and
reaching out to vulnerable populations.

A full 18 individuals were named Melvin Jones
Fellows:

Mohammed Alam
Keith Beaver

Cathy Burns

Cathy Golankiewicz

Nancy Manion
Mike Michael

Fr. Paul Moradd
Vinnie Pannozzo

Ernie Harrington Mike Seri

Jerry Hofmann Kate Shea

Berni Kallas Helene Thompson
Mike Kallas Val White

Gene Lavers Bob Yamin

Another seven Lions were named Progressive
Melvin Jones Fellows:

John Hyatt Nancy Manion

Warren Levy Lyn Meyers

Bob Lovell Frank Molinaro
Noel Roy

As of this printing, the club has raised over $44,000
towards our $50,000 goal. We are looking to other
club members to help bring that total up to the full
$50,000, hopefully by this fall. We will gratefully
accept any amount you can give. Please consider
doing as Melvin Jones believed, “No one can get
very far until he starts doing something for some-
body else.” In doing so, you will also be living the
Lions motto:
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Danbury Lion Milt Boyce is shown with Doris Kunick, the re-
cipient of a CCTV magnifier unit which was donated to the
Low Vision Center by Milt. Doris is a Danbury resident who
went to the Low Vision Center because she suffers from
macular degeneration. Our low vision program occasionally
receives these donated magnifier units from families who no
longer have use for them, and the units are made available to
area residents who have severe visual restrictions.

Lion Wayne Shepperd was a fun speaker at the Lions Low
Vision Support Group meeting last month. Having been
through a great many different exposures as a nhewspaper-
man, including Publisher of The News Times, Wayne kept the
large number of LV guests enthralled with his tales of happen-
ings in the Greater Danbury Area. Now, after 33 years in the
newspaper business, Wayne is currently an appointee of Lion
Mayor Mark D. Boughton, filling the job of Director of Eco-
nomic Development for the City of Danbury. Wayne is pic-
tured congratulating Lion Roger Schmiedel in his new position
as Coordinator of Transportation for the Low Vision Program.

Lion Howard Blayney, right, is pictured with Dr. James
O'Rourke, guest speaker at the Annual Meeting of the Lions
Low Vision Center of Fairfield and New Haven Counties on
April 20" at the Yale Graduate Club in New Haven.

Dr. O'Rourke, of the UCONN Health Center in Farmington,
spoke on "New Developments in Eye Research". Other Dan-
bury Lions attending the meeting were Lou Matthews, Roger
Schmiedel and Tom Nolan.

The Annual Memorial Tree Planting Service took place in
Rogers Park on April 27" Despite a steady rain, the service
was well attended. Former Lion Ed Butterfield was eulogized
by Father Paul and Mayor Boughton. A second tree was
planted in memory of Lion family members who died during
the past year.



Annie Orr, Treasurer of the Danbury Branch of the National
Federation for the Blind, and a volunteer for a great many so-
cial service organizations in the Danbury area, was the guest
speaker at our Lions Low Vision Support Group on April 23",
A resident of Danbury since 1960, Annie is an institution unto
herself. With a nursing degree from Columbia University, she
has set the standard for volunteerism in the Greater Danbury
Area. She spoke to a large gathering at the Senior Center re-
garding the need for volunteers throughout this region and in
particular, the issue of the homeless in this area.
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Chad Sinanian, a well-known and well-respected
advocate for persons with disabilities in the Dan-
bury area, spoke at our Jul{) Breeting. Chad'’s ac-
complishments include Past President, People First
of Danbury; Past Secretary, People First of Con-
necticut; Treasurer, People First of Connecticut;
appointment by Governor Rowland and by Gover-
nor Rell to the Connecticut Council on Develop-
mental Disabilities; appointment to the Danbury
Commission on Disabilities advising the Mayor on
disability issues, and appointment as Regional Rep-
resentative and Elected Secretary of Self Advocates
Becoming Empowered (SABE).

Chad talked about the work he does with People
First of CT, an organization that helped move our
state government to change the name of the De-

Sandy Cole (left) is an active member of the Bethel Lions
Club and is promoting the Lions Low Vision Program at the
Bethel Health Care Rehabilitation Center where she serves
on the Social Services staff. With her is the Director of Social
Services, Mary Harrington. Lion Tom Nolan recently made a
presentation to the staff of Bethel Health Care, informing them
of the Low Vision services that are available. A visit to the
residents of Bethel Health Care is planned for a later date.

See lots more photos on our website at
www.danburylions.org!

partment of Retardation to the DepartmehbDe-
velopmental Services, a change that will take effect
this October.

He also spoke of the need to mainstream children
with disabilities and to get the government to fund
such efforts so that children who are cared for by
their parents, rather thdreing institutionalized, wi
receive training so that, before the need arises when
they no longer have their parents to care for them,
they will be ready to care for themselves because of
the job training skills they have received.

“...state government to change the
name of the Department of Retar-
dation to the Department of Devel-
opmental Services, a change that
will take effect this October.”

Chad asked our support in not only understanding
the need to support persons with disabilities, but to
support legislation that will advance the cause of
People First and other self-help agencies.
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The theme of the Lions Clubs®nternational
Convention held in Chicago, lllinois, was “Wel-
come Home”, and what a welcome it was! Before
the Danbury Delegation even diseanked the Deli
Shuttle, the flight attendants were on the PA system
to let our fellow passengers know that we were on
board and why. She praised our work with the b
and thanked us all for our humanitarian efforts.

The nine of us were greeted in the baggage area by
the Host Committee led by Kimberly Reinemann,
President of the Tinley Park Lioness Club. She as-
sisted us and directed us to the hotel shuttles. Lyn
Meyers, Val White, Ernie Harrington, Vinnie Pan-
nozzo and | boarded a van headed for the Fairmont
Hotel while Keith Beaver his family boarded a van
headed for the Hampton Inn and Suites, a short
walk from the Fairmont over one of the many
bridges for which downtown Chicago is known.

After settling in, we explored the neighborhood
around our hotel and eventually worked our way to
the Navy Pier and the Saturday Night Fireworks
Display.

On Sunday we trekked over to the Hyatt Hotel to
pick up our convention badges, commemorative
pins, free 5-day Metro Train Passes, Hotel Conven-
tion Bus Shuttle Schedule and Convention Program
Books. While there, we met other convention dele-
gates as well as delegates and chaperones to the
Future Business Leaders of America convention
also being held in Chicago over that weekend.

On Monday morning we faced the first real hurdle
of the convention; the shuttle buses were far toc

to accommodate the delegates housed at the Fair-
mont and Hyatt Hotels. After a long wait, wadily
got to board a shuttle bus for the Conventi@mter

at McCormick Place, where we certified as dele-
gates and alternates, checked our email at the Inter-
net Café, lunched in the International Food Court,
did some exploring in the Exhibit Hall, met with
some exhibitors and learned of new fundraising
programs.

Tuesday morning began with the New England
Lions Council Breakfast in the Moulin Rouge

Room in our hotel. Several candidates for Interna-
tional Directorships made campaign speeches. The
featured speaker wa&®2/P Al Brandel of Melville
NY. He spoke briefly akut IPD Scott Storms from
Windsor Locks and praised him. Since Scott does
not have the backing of the International Family, he
will not be a candidate fo"2VP in the immediate
future, but who knows what the distant future holds
for IPD Scott. Ed Lecius, candidate for ID from
Vermont, also spoke for a few minutes on the chal-
lenges ahead. We left the breakfast to face the next
hurdle.

Again the shuttle buses at the Hyatt were far too
few to accommodate everyone, resulting in pushing
and the shoving by some of our foreign delegates.
Neverthles: we finally were able to board and set
out for the United Center where the Opening Ple-
nary Session was held. Since we arrived late, the
Special Olympics & Lions Clubs International
Opening Eyes Program was already being pre-
sented. Lion Tim Shriver, who succeeded his
mother Eunice as Special Olympics International
Chairman spoke to the assembly and was prese
with the Humanitarian Award as well as a $200(
check and white cowboy hat from International
President Jimmy Ross. The session ended with a
rousing flag ceremony when all 200 flags of the
Nations of Lionism were presented to the m
thousands of delegates in attendance.

After a two hour wait in the United Center parking
lot under the hot sun, the shuttle buses began to ar-
rive and transport the delegates back to McCormick
Place and an eventual return to the delegation ho-
tels. Needless to say, we skipped the International
Show that evening at the United Center, but we un-
derstand that Glen Campbell put on one heck of a
performance. Had we been assured that the buses
were plentiful, we might have braved the heat and
long wait for a bus to get us back and forth. We
opted instead to relax at the hotel before meeting
Keith and his family for dinner.



On Wednesday morning, after a quick coffee and
bagel on the run, we got in line for the too-few shut-
tle buses to take us to the parade assembly area.
The parade stepped off at 7:30 a.m. in the McCor-
mick Place south parking lot. The Connecticut dele-
gation, all 50 of us, assembled on time at 9:45 and
50 minutes later, we were marching our way out of
the parking lot. Since we marched 16 a field of
152, we did not see much of the célbidelegation
that marched ahead of us. Thanks to Mayor Ric
Daley, the parade was confined to the parking lot
and road adjacent to the McCormick Center. As a
result, we had few spectators; only the Lions who
marched ahead of us were there to cheer us on.

That evening, we hosted the Connecticut Teen
Dance in the International Ballroom of our hotel.
The dance was fairly well attended; we estimate
around 500 teens from the Lions All State Bands of
Alabama, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Kansas and sev-
eral others whose names | neglected to write down,
because | became embroiled in an argument with
the valet parking attendants who wanted to charge
each bus $45 to park. | won the argument, by the
way.

The second Plenary Session was held at the United
Center on Thursday morning, but we boycotted it
knowing that the transportation system had broken
down, not nearly enough buses to handle the
crowds. After the first Session, there should have
been a minimum of 100 buses waiting to take us
away but there were fewer than 25.

On Friday morning, we got lucky and took a very
early bus to the convention hall to vote in the new
officers of our Association. Our new International
President is Mahendra Amarasuriya of Sri Lanka,
our new First VP is Al Brandel of Melville, NY,
and our new ¥ VP is Eberhard J. Wirfs of Ger-
many.

The third and final Plenary Session was held at the
United Center on Friday morning, but we were
again stymied in our attempt to get there by the

of buses from the exhibition hall to the United Cen-
ter so we went back to our hotel, dropped off our
packages, regrouped and went to the Taste of Chi-
cago in Millennium Park.

We did some sight seeing, viewed the world from
the Sears Tower Skydeck, rode a 15-story Ferris
Wheelat Navy Pier, took in two fireworks displa
rode the trolley, train and water taxi, took an archi-
tectural cruise on the Chicago River and ate our
way from one end of Chicago to the other. Val,
Vinnie and | had the good fortune of attending a
performance of Cirque de Shanghai at the Navy
Pier, applauding all 90-minutes of the perfame.

Since this was my tdinternational Convention, |
think | can pass judgment on what | experienced.

The International Parade was held in a parking lot,
the shuttle bus transportation system stunk, the
scheduled events were incorrectly listed, either in
the program book or on the event ticket. The pro-
gram book listed the International Show on Tagsd
but the ticket said Thursday. The parade start time
and parade route were changed at the last minute,
the Connecticut Teenage Dance, Lions Night at the
White Sox Ball game and Georgia Lions Jamboree
were all held on the same night, the New England
Lions Council Breakfast actually began a half hour
earlier than the time advertised on the invitation so
we were late and were the last to eat.

If it were not for our resourcefulness, the Danbury
Delegation would not have been able to experience
the full flavor and excitement of a Lions Interna-
tional Convention. | give Chicago and A. | give the
Convention organizers a C+. For a Home Coming
event, it was a disappointment. The Lions Interna-
tional Convention Committee had a lot of time to
become prepared, but they weren't.

Nevertheless, lhankyou, Chicago, for allowing
your Connecticut visitors to thoroughly enjoy the
“Windy City Experience”.



This year’s five scholarship winners were honored at our an-
nual Scholarship Luncheon on June 14™. Committee Chair-
man Mark Meyer (I) stands with the winners, from left to right,
Jamie LaPine, Renan Hamoy, Stephen Tullino and Ansu
Abraham. Brianne Guyton was not available for the photo.

IPP Helene Thompson passes the gavel to our new President
Keith Beaver at our club’s annual Installation and Awards
Dinner on June 27".

Dr. James DeJesus, a local podiatrist, spoke to our club on
June 21% about foot health and advances in foot care. Here
with Dr. DeJesus is 3" VP Val White.

President Keith Beaver stands with Jack Elias, owner of
“Officer” Fran "The Beat Cop" Evans puts the heat on Frank The Newtown Chocolatier, who spoke to us on July 12"
"The Enforcer" Molinaro and Hillary "The Barkeep” Reed about making premium handmade chocolates. With him
warning them to stop mugging it up in public. are 3" VP Joan Bielizna and 2™ VP Berni Kallas.
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Newly arrived guests at our annual Installation & Awards din-
ner, this year with a gangster theme for the host city, Chicago,
are Berni “Diamonds” Kallas and hubby Mike “Playboy”
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Maria Jannace  Lime Rock Race
Steak Roast Bar Opens 4:30 pm
Guy Bocchino President, DAWS
Jack Fong, M.D. Danbury Hospital
James Marquis VP, Kimchuk Inc.
Open

Lt. Matt McNally Homeland Security
Round Table

80th Anniversary Dinner Dance

Wayne Shepperd 2008 Nutmeg Games

% &1




